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THE 

PREFACE. 

PL I NT may be conjidered in thefe 
Letters as writing bis own me* 
moirs : every epifile is a hind of hifto- 
rical {ketch, wherein we have a view 
of him infomejlriking attitude, either 
of a&ive or contemplative life. And 
if That were his real defign in their 
publication, he could not, it Jhould 
feem, have taken a more agreeable, 
nor, perhaps, a more modejl method 
of tranfmitting himfelf to posterity. 
To enter therefore into a detail con- 
cerning him, would be only anticipat- 
ing the Author himfelf, and amufing 
the Reader with a copy, while the ori~ 
ginal Jlands before him. Nothing 
feems requifite to be farther added to 
the piece, than jufi to mark the date : 
Pliny was bom in the reign of Nero, 
about the eight hundred and fifteenth 

year 



The PREFACE. 

year of Rome, and the fixty-fecond of 
the Chriflian ara. As to the time of 
his death y antiquity has given us no in- 
formations but it is conjectured he 
died either a little before* orfoon after 
the deceafe of that excellent Prince* 
the admirable Trajan ; that is, about 
the year of Christ one hundred and 
Jixteen, 

THE elegance of this Author s 
manner, adds force to the moft inte- 
refting, at the fame time that it en- 
livens, the moft common fubjetls. But 
the polite and fpirited turn of thefe 
Letters, is by no means their principal 
recommendation ;. they receive a much 
higher value* as they exhibit one of the 
moft amiable and exemplary charac* 
ters 'in all antiquity, Pliny'* whole 
lifefeems to have been employed in the 
exercife of every generous and focial 
virtue. To forward modeft merit, 
to encourage ingenious talents, to vin- 
dicate 
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die ate opprefsd innocence* arefome of 
the glorious purpofes to which be de- 
voted his power * his fortune* and his 
abilities. But how does he rife in our 
efteem and admiration* when we fee 
him exerting (with a grace that dif- 
covers his humanity as well as bis. 
potitenefs) the noblefi aBs both of pub- 
lic and private munificence* not fo 
much from the abundance of bis wealth* 
as the wifdom of his ceconomy! 

WHAT a celebrated ancient has 
obferved concerning the fiyle of the 
famous Grecian painter Timanthes, 
is applicable to that of Pliny, in- 
telligitur plus Temper qiiam pingi- 
tur; his meaning is generally much 
fuller than bis exprejfton. This* as it 
heightens the difficulty of bis interpre- 
ter s tafi* fo it necejfarily gives great 
fcope to an obje&or. But in Drawing 
after tbefe excellent majlers of anti- 

quity, 
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quityy the moft fuccefsful are only, 
ferhaps, the moft excufable \ as thofe 
who have the trueft tafte of their works , 
will leaft expeB to fee theftrength and 
fpirit of them fully preferved in a 
copy. This, however y is not mentioned 
as claiming indulgence to any errors 
in the prefent attempt : on the con- 
trary ', they are willingly refigned to 
juft correction. A true critic is a 
kind of cenfor in the republic of let- 
ters i and none who wijh well to its 
intereftsy would dejire to fupprefs or 
reftrain his office. The tranflator> at 
leaft y has received too much advan- 
tage in the courfe of this performance^ 
from the animadverfions offome of the 
heft judges in both languages^ not to 
value that enlightening arty wherever 
it may be exercifed with the fame ac- 
curate and candid fpirit* 

c * THE 
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LETTERL to Septitius. 

YOU have frequently preffed me to make a 
feleft colle&ion of my Letters (if in truth 
there be any which deferve a preference) and give 
them to the public. I have felefted them accord- 
ingly 5 not indeed in their proper order of time, 
for I was not compiling a hiftory ; but juft as they 
prefcnted themfelves to my hands. And now I 
have only to wifh that you may have no reafon to 
repent. of your advice, nor I of my compliance: 
in that cafe, I may probably enquire after the'reft, 
which at prefent lie neglefted, and preferve thofe 
I (hall hereafter write. Farcwel. 

• Vol. I. A LET- 
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LETTER II. TaArianus. 

IForefee your journey hither is likely to be de- 
layed, and therefore fend you the fpeech which 
I promifed in my former ; requefling you, as 
ufual, to revife and correft it. I defire this the 
more earneftly, as I never, I think, in any of 
my former Ipeeches attempted the fame ftyle of 
compofition ; for I have endeavoured to imitate 
your old favourite Domofthenes, and Calvus who 
is lately become mine. When I lay this, I mean 
only with refpelt to their maimer > for, to catch 
their fublime Jprit y is given alone to the inlpired 
few. My fubjeft indeed feemed naturally to lead 
me to this (may I venture to call it ?) emulation ? 
as it was, iir general, of fuch a nature as demand- 
ed all the thunder of eloquence, even to a 
degree fufficient ro have awakened (if it be pof- 
fible) that indolence in which I have long re* 
pofed. I have not however negleded the fofter 
graces of my admired Tully, wherever I could 
with propriety ftep out of my direft road to en- 
joy a more flowery pathT for, it was warmth 
not aufterity, at which* I aimed. I would not 
have you imagine by this, that I am befpeaking * 
your indulgence : on the contrary, to induce you to 
exercife the utmoft k verity of your criticifm, I 
will confefs, that neither my friends nor. myfelf 

arc 
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are averfe from the publication of this piece* if you 
lhould join with us in giving the fame partial vote. 
The truth is, as I muft publifti fqmething, I with 
(and 'tis the wifh> I confefs, of indolence) it might 
be this performance rather than any other, merely 
becaufe it is' already finifhed. At all events, how- 
ever, ibmething I muft publilh, and for many rea- 
fonsj chiefly, becaufe the trafts which I have al- 
ready fent into -the world, though they have long 
fince loft all their recommendation from novelty, 
are ftill, I am told, in requeft; if, indeed, the 
Bookfellers do not flatter me. And let them, fince 
by that innocent deceit I am encouraged to pur- 
sue my ftudies* FareweL 



LETTER III* To Canines Ruf us, 

HOW ftands * Comum, that favourite fcene 
of yours and mine ? What becomes of the 
pleafant Villa, the vernal Portico, the fhady Plane- 
tree-walk, the cryftal Canal fo agreeably winding 
along its flowery banks, together with the charm- 
ing 1 ' Lake below, which fenres at once the purpofes 
of ufe and beauty i What have you to tell me of 

A 2 the 

* The city where Pliny was born: it ftill fubfifb, and is 
now called Com*, ihuated upon the lake Latins, or Lago di 
42<m*> in the duchy of Milan. 

* The lake Lariui, upon the banks of which this villa was 
fituated. 
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the firm yet foft e Geftatio, the funny Bath, the 
public Saloon, the private Dining-room, and all 
the elegant apartments for repofc both at * noon and 
night ? Do thefe poffefs my friend, and divide his 
time with pleafing viciffitude ? Or do the affairs of 
the world, as ufual, call him frequently from 
this agreeable retreat ? If the fcene of your enjoy- 
ments lies wholly there, you are happy: if nor, 
you are under the common error of mankind. But 
. leave, my friend (for certainly it is time) the 
fordid purfuits of life to others, and devote your- 
felf in this calm and undifturbed recefs, entirely 
to pleafures of the ftudious kind. Let thefe em- 
ploy your idle as well- as ierious hours j let them 
be at once your bufincfs and your amufement j the 
fubjeftsofyour waking and even fleeping thoughts : 
produce fomething that (hall be really and for ever 
your own. All your other poffeflions will pais 
from one mafter to another: this alone, when once 
yours, will remain yours for ever. As I well 
know the temper and genius of him to whom I am 
addreffing myfelf, I muft exhort you to think 
of your abilities as they deferve: do juftice to 
thofe excellent talents you poffefs, and the world, 
believe me, will certainly do fo too. Farewel. 

LET- 

* A p?ccecf ground fet apart for the purpofe of exercifing ci- 
ther on horl'eback, or in their vehicles; it was generally conti- 
guous 10 their gardens, and laid out in the form or aCircua. 

d it was cuftomary among the Romans to deep in the middle 
of the day ; and they had apartments for that purpofe diftiac* 
from their bedchambers. 
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LETTER IV. <To Pompeia Celerina. 

YO U might perceive by my laft fhort letter, I 
had no occafion for yours to inform me of 
the various convenienciesyou enjoy at your feveral 
villas. The elrg-uit accommodations which are to 
be found at a Narnia, b Ocriculum, c Carfola, d Perufia f 
particularly the pretty bath at Njarnia, I am ex- 
tremely well acquainted with. The faft is, I have 
a property in every th'ng which belongs to you; 
and I know of no other difference between your 
houfe and my own, than that I am more carefully 
attended in the former than the latter. You may, 
perhaps, have occafion to make the fame obferva- 
tion in your turn, whenever you (hall give me 
your company here ; and I wifti for it, not only 
that you may partake of mine with the fame eafe 
and freedom that I do o( yours, but to awaken the 
induflry of my domeftics, who are grown fome- 
what carel^fs in their attendance upon me. A long 
courfe of mild treatment is apt to wear out the 
impreffions of awe in fervants ; whereas new faces 
quicken their diligence, and they are generally more 
inclined to pleafe their matter by attentions to bis 
gueit, than to himfelf. Farewel. 

A3 LET. 

* Now called Narni, a city in Ombria, in the duuhy of 
Spoleto. 

b Otricoliy in the fame dutchy. 
c Carfola, in the fame dutchy. 
i f erugia, in Tofcany. 
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LETTER V. foVocomvs Romanus. 

DI D you ever fee a more abjedt and mean- 
fpirited creature than Regulus has appeared 
fince the death of Domitian •, during whofe reign 
his conduft was no lefs infamous, tho* more con- 
cealed than under Nero's ? He has lately ex- 
preffed fome apprehenfions of my refentment : and 
indeed he has reafon ; for, I look upon him with 
the utmoft indignation. He not only promoted 
the profecution againft Rufticus Arulenus, but 
exulted in his death ; infomuch that he aftually 
recited arid publilhed a libel upon his memory, 
wherein he ftiles him, the Stoics ape: adding, 
that u he was % Jligmated by the wound he re-? 

" ceived 

* The impropriety of this expreffion in the original feerns 
to lie in the word ftigmofum, which Regulus, probably, either 
coin'd through affectation, or ufed through ignorance. It is a 
word at lead which does not occur in any author of authority : 
the t ran da tor has endeavoured therefore to preferve the fame 
fort of impropriety, by ufing an expreffion of the like un- 
warranted ft am p. 

It is obfervable how careful the Romans were of preferring 
the purity of their language. It feems even to have been a 
point which they thought worthy the attention of the (late 
itfelf ; for, we find the Cumeans not daring to make ufe of 
the Latin language in their public adh, without having firft 
obtained leave in form* ; And Tiberius himi'elf would not 
. hazard the word monofeltum/m the fenate, without making an 
excufe for employing a foreign term ||. Seneca gives it as a cer- 
tain maxim* that wherever a general falle tafle in ftile and ex- 
predion prevails, it is an infallible fign of acorruption of man- 
ners in that people : a liberty of introducing obfolete words, or 
forming new ones, is a mark, he thinks, of an equal licentioof- 
nefs of the moral kind f. Accordingly itisobferved, Jthereis 

fcarcci 

* Lb. L 40. c. 41* I Sutt iff TO. c. 71. f £/• 114. J Stnad./ur H*. 
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« ceived in the caufe of Vitellius:" fuch is the 
ftrain of his eloquence 1 He fell fo furioufly 
upon the chara&er of Herennius Senecio, who was 
capitally convifted upon the information of Metius 
Carus, that the latter (aid to him one day, Pray 
what iuftnefs have you with my dead men? Bid 1 
Mcr interfere in the affair of Craffusi or Camerinus? 
Thefe, you know, were viftims to Regulus in Nero's 
time. For thefe reafons he imagines I am highly 
exafperated; and therefore when he recited his laft 
piece, did not give me an invitation. Befides, he 
has not forgotten, it (eems, the dangerous fnare he 
once laid for me, when he and I were pleading be- 
fore the k Centumviri. Rufticus had defired me to 
be counfel for Arionilla, Timon's wife: Regulus 
tvas engaged againft her. In the courfe of my de- 
fence I ftrongly infilled upon a decree which had 
A 4 been 

fcarce more than eight or ten inftanccs of new words can be 
produced from the moil approved Roman writers, in the courfe 
of two or three centuries. It is poflible, however, a delicacy 
of this fort may be carried too far, and in fact we find fome 
of their beft writers complaining of the poverty of their lanr 
guage * ; notwithftanding Tully has ventured to affert it was 
more copious than the Greek f • 

* A felecl body of men who formed a court of judicature, 
called the Centumviral court. Their jarifdi&ion extended 
chiefly, if not entirely, to queftions concerning wills and in* 
teftates eft a tea; for, though Tully in his fir ft book de Or a tore, 
enumerates other points which came in queftion before them, 
yet Pitifcus|is o/ opinion (and with great probability) that 
in latter times their bufinefs was fingly confined to the cafes 
firft mentioned* Their number, as appears by our author! 
amounted to 180, 

• Luct f 1. 33*. SluhtiU 8* 3. fluu £fi S3* U 4. t &*?' «■• *• *t 



8 THE LETTERS Book I. 

been formerly made by the worthy Modeftus, at 
that time banifhed by Domitian. Now behold 
Regulus in his true colours : " Pray, fays he, 
'* what are your fentiments of Modeftus ? " You 
will eafily judge how extremely hazardous it 
would have been to have anfwered in his fa- 
vour, and how infamous if the reverfe. But 
fome guardian power, I am perfuaded, affifted 
me in this emergency. " I would tell you my 
i € fentiments, I faid, if that were a matter for the 
<c confideration of the Centumyiri." Still he re- 
peated his queftion. 1 replied, " It was not cut 
« c tomary to examine witneffes to the character 
* c of a man after fentence had pafled upon him.'* 
He prefled me a third time: " I do not enquire^ 
faid he, what you think of Modeftus in general y I 
only ajk your opinion of his Loyalty. Since you 
will have my fentiments then, I returned, I think 
it illegal even to ajk a queftion concerning a tier- 
Jbn whoftands convifted. This filenced him j and 
I was univerfally applauded and congratulated, 
that without wounding my character by an ad- 
vantageous, perhaps, though ungenerous anfwer, 
I had not entangled myfelf in fo infidious a fnare. 
Regulus, confeious of this unworthy treatment, 
Jias folicited Ccecilius Celer, and Fabius Juf- 
tus, to ufe their intereft to bring about a re- 
conciliation between us. And left this fhould 
fipt be fqfficientj he ha? applied alfo to Spurinna, 

f(Jf 
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for the feme purpofe ; to whom he came in the 
humbleft manner (for he is the moft abjeft crea- 
ture living, where he has any thing to fear) and 
intreated him to call upon me very early the rtext 
morning, and endeavour by any means to foften 
my relentment ; " for, fays he, I can no longer 
u fupport myfelf under this anxiety of mind," 
Accordingly I was awakened the following day 
with a meffage from Spurinna, informing me that 
he would wait upon me. I fent word back, I would 
call upon Him : however, both of us mutually fet- 
ting out to pay this vifit, we met under Li via's Por- 
tico. Me acquainted me with the commiflion he 
had received from Regulus, and interceded for 
him, as became fo worthy a man in behalf of one of 
a very different chara&er, without greatly prefling 
the thing. I ought not, I faid, to conceal from him 
the true ftate of the cafe, and after I fhould have 
informed him, I would leave it to himfelf to con- 
fider what anfwer was proper for me to return* 
" But, I cannot pofitively, I added, determine any 
€C thing till Mauricus c (who was then in exile) fhall 
u return, by whofe fentiments I think myfelf obli- 
" ged to be entirely guided in this affair." A few 
days after, Regulus met me as I was attending 
upon the Praetor, and calling me afide, faid, he 

was 

* Brother to Rufticas Arulenus, who had been pot to death* 
Pfon the information of this Regulua. 
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was afraid I deeply refented an expreffion he had 
once made ule of in his reply to me and Satrius 
Rufas, before the Centumviri, to this purpofe: 
Rufus and that other y who affeSs to rival Tully, 
and to defpife the eloquence of our age. -I an- 
fwered, that now indeed I perceived he (poke it 
with a fneer, fince he owned he meant it fo j pther- 
wife it might have patted for a compliment. I was 
free to own, I faid, that I endeavoured to imitate 
Cicero, and was by no means contented with taking 
my example from modern eloquence; for, I looked 
upon it as a very abfurd thing not to copy the beft 
models of every kind. But, <c how happens it," 
continued I, " that you who remember fo well 
" what pa(Ted upon this occafion, fhould have for* 
u gotten that other, when you pulhed me fo ftrong* 
«* ly concerning the loyalty of Modeftus ?" Con* 
founded by this unexpected queftion, palid as he 
always is, he turned ftill paler* After a good 
deal of hefitation, he faid, it was not at me he 
aimed; it was only at Modeftus. Obferve now, I 
befcech you, the implacible fpirit of this fellow, 
who was not aihamed thus to confefs himfelf capa- 
ble of infulting the unfortunate. But the reafon he 
gave in juftification of this infamous proceeding, is. 
plea&nt. a He wrote," laid he, "in a certain letter^ 
€€ which was read to Domitian, that I was the moft 
H execrable of all fcoujidrels :" and the chara&er 

Modeft\s 
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Modeftus gave of him >was the truth beyond allmao- 
nerofcontroverfy.HereJ think, I broke off the con- 
verfation, being defirous to refer ve to myfelf the li- 
berty of a&ing as I fliould fee proper whenMauricus 
returns. It is no eafy matter, I well know, todeftroy 
Regulus; he is rich, and at the head of a party; there 
are many with whom he has 4 credit, and more that 

arc 

6 There feem* to have been a call of uncommon blacknefs 
in the character of this Regulus; otherwife the benevolent 
PHny would fcarce have tingled him out, as he has in this and 
fome following Letters, for the objeft of his war me ft contempt 
and indignation. Yet infamous as he appears to have been, 
he was not, it feens, without his flatterers and admirers ; and 
a contemporary poet frequendy reprefents him as one of the 
moft finithed characters of the age, both in eloquence and 
virtue ; particularly in the following epigram occafioned by 
his efcape from an imminent danger. 

Itur ad Herculei gelidas qua Tiburis arces, 

Canaque fulpbureis Alhulafumat aquis ; 
Rura nevtufque facrum, diUdaque jugera Mufis, 

Signat vidua quart** ai urbe lapis : 
Hie rudis eeftivas prajlabat Portion umbras ; 

Htu quam pane novum Porticus au/a nefasl 
Nam/ubito collapfa ruit, cum molejub ilia 

Gtfl at us bijugis Rtgulus ejftt equis, 
Nimirum timuit nofiras For tuna querelas, 

S>u* par tarn magnet non erat in<vidiee* 
Nunc W damnajwvant ; funt ipfaptricula tanti : 

Stantia no* potcrant ttftaprobare Dees. 

Ma*t. Lib. l.E£. 13. 

Where leads the way to Tybur's (hady tow'rs, . 
And fnow-white Albula fulphureous poors, 
A villa ftands, from Rome a little fpace ; 
And ev'ry mufe delights to haunt the place* 
Here once a Portic lent her cooling (hade ; 
^las ! how near to impious guilt betray *d ! 

Sudden 
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are afraid of him : a paffion that will fometimes 
prevail even beyond Friendftiip itfelf. But after 
all, ties of this fort are not fo ftrong, but they 
may be loofened j and the popularity of a bad 
man is no more to be depended upon than he is 
himfelf. However (to repeat it again) I (hall 
do nothing iri this affair till Mauricus returns. 
He is a man of found judgment and great faga- 
city, formed upon long experience, and who 
from his obfervations on the paft, well knows 
how to judge of the future. I fliall confult with 
him, and think myfelf juftified either in purfuing 
or dropping this affair, as he (hall advife. In 
the mean while, I thought I owed this account to 

that 

Sudden it fell; what time the fteeds convey 
Safe frem her nodding walls great Regulus away* 
To crufli that head not even Fortune dar'd, 
And the world's general indignation fear'd. 
Bled be the ruin, be the danger blefl ! 
The Jttutding pile had ne'er the Gods confeft. 

But poets, efpecially needy ones, fuch as we know Martial 
way, arc not generally the moft faithful painters in this way ; and 
of the two copies of Regulus now before us, there can be no 
doubt which moft refembled the original. If antiquity had de- 
livered down to us more of thefe drawings of the fame perfon 
by different hands, the truth of characters might be eaficr af- 
certained, and many of thofe which we now view with high 
admiration, would greatly fink, perhaps, in our efteem ; as 
we muft have conceived a very favourable idea of Regulus, if 
we had never feenhis pidure bat from Martial's pencil. Even 
Horace himfelf we find giving a very different air to his • LoU 
Jius from that in which he is reprefented by f Patercolus. 

" • Uk. 4. 04 9. f Lib. a. ioa» 
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that friendship which fubfifts between us, and gites 
you an undoubted right to be informed not only 
of all my a&ions, but all my defigns. Farewel. 

LETTER VI. J* Cornelius Tacitus. 

CErtainly you will laugh (and laugh you may) 
when I tell you that your old acquaintance is 
turned fportfman, and has captured three noble 
boars. What ! (you will fey with aftonifhment) 
Pliny! — Ruen be. However I indulged at 
the fame time my beloved inactivity, and whilft 
I fat at my nets, you would have found me, 
not with my fpear, but my pencil and tablet 
by my fide. I mufed and wrote, being refblv- 
cd if I returned with my hands empty, at leaft 
to come home with my memorandums full. Be- 
lieve me, this manner of ftudyingis not to be de- 
lpiied : you cannot conceive how greatly exercife 
contributes to enliven the imagination. There is, 
befides, fomething in the folemnity of the vene- 
rable woods with which one is furrounded, toge- 
ther with that profound a filence which is obferved 

on 

• By the circumitance ofjilence here mentioned, as well as 
by the whole air of this letter, it is plain the hunting here re- 
commended was of a very different kind from what is pra&ifed 
amongft us. It is probable the wild boars were allured into 
their nets by fome kind of prey, with which they were 
baited, while the fportfman watched at a diftance in 
filence and concealment. Something at leaft of this manner 
is here plainly implied, and is neceflary to be hinted to the 

Engliih 
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jOti theife occafions, that ftrongly inclines the mind to 
meditation. For the future therefore let me advile 
you, whenever you hunt, to take along with you 
your pencil and tablets, as well as your baflcet and 
bottle : for be allured you will find Minerva as 
fond of traverfing the hills as Diana. Farcwel. 

LETTER Vtl. To Octavtus Rufus. 

SEE to what an exalted ftation you have 
raifed me ! You have even invefted me with 
a fovercignty equal to that which Homer attributes 
to his mighty Jove : 

From heaven's imperial throne Jove beard bi s 

pr*y'r> 
Part be admits, and Ji otters part in air \ 

'Tis 

Bnglifti reader, in order to his conceiving the propriety of 
Pliny's fentiment, which otherwise m«ft liretn abfiird. This 
perhaps was their ufaal method of hunting in fummer ; asr 
driving thefe animals into toils by the afliihnce of hounds, 
is mentioned by Horace as a winter exerdie : 

«— C«*v tenant is annus hibernus Jovis 

Imbres ni<uefqta cemparat, 
Trudit acres bine & bine mult* can* 

Aproi in objl antes plagas. E P D . ii. 

- n W hen rain and fnows appear, 

And wint'ry Jove load thunders o'er the year, 

With hounds he drives into the toils 
The foaming b»ar, , , , Mr- F a a k c w. 

* Iliad, xvi. ver. 250, 
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'Tis thus with a nod or a /rram, I may grant or 
rejedt your petition as I fee proper. To be frrious: 
as I am at liberty, I think, to excufe myfelf to 
the b Baerici, efpecially at your requeft, from being 
their advocate againft a fingle individual ; fo on 
die other hand, to oppofe a whole province which 
I have long fincfe attached to me by many good 
offices, and fpared no pains to oblige even at the 
hazard of my own intercft, would be a&ing in- 
conGftently with my honour, and that uniformity 
of conduit which I know you admire. I fhall fleer 
therefore in this affair a middle courfe, and of the 
alternative which you propofe to me, chooie that 
which will fatisfy your judgment, as well as your 
inclination. For I do not look upon myfelf obli- 
ge to conQderd fo much what you at prefent 
defire, as what a man of your worthy character 
will always approve. I hope to be at Rome about 
the 15 th of Oftober, when we will join our united 
credit with Gallus in convincing him of the rea- 
fbnablenefs of my offer. In the mean while you 
may allure him of my good difpofition towards 
him: 



-the fire of men and gods, 



With gracious afpeft mild, compliance nods*. 

For 

* The people of Bxtica, a part of Spain comprehending 
Andalnfia and Granada. 

• Iliad. 1. v. 518. 

2 
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For why ihould I not continue to quote Homer's 
verfes, fince you will not put it in my power to 
*quote any^f yours ? which yet I fo pafiionately 
wilh for, that I queftion whether I could withftand 
fuch a bribe, even to plead againft my old clients 

the good people of Baetica.— 1 had almoft 

forgotten to mention (what however is of too much 
importance to be omitted) that I have received 
the excellent dates you fent me. They are likely 
to prove very powerful rivals to my favourite figs 
and morells. Farewel. 

LETTER VIII. To Pompeius Saturnine 

NOthing could be more feaibnable than the 
letter I received from you, wherein you 
defire me to communicate to you fome of my 
compofitions : I was at that very time defigning to 
fend you one. Your requeft therefore has for- 
warded my intentions, and freed me from every 
thing that I had to apprehend either from your re- 
fufal of this trouble, or my fcruples tb give it you. 
Without hefitation then I nlake ufe of your offer ; 
as you muft now take the confequence of it with- 
out reluftance. But you muft not expeft from a 
man of my indolence any thing new. On the con- 
trary, I am going to intreat you to revife again the 
fpeech 1 made to my countrymen, when I dedi- 
cated 
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tated the public library which I founded for their 
tffc. You have already, I remember, obliged 
me with fome remarks upon this piece: I 
now beg of you> not only to take a general 
view of the whole, but diftinftiy to criticife 
it, with your ufual accuracy, in all its parts. 
When you have corrected it, I fhall ftill be at li- 
berty cither to publifti or fupprefs it: and the delajr 
in the mean time will be attended with one of thefc 
alternatives; for while we are deliberating whc- 
thcr'it is fit for the public view, a frequent revifid 
will either make it lb,, or convince me that it is 
not. Tho' indeed the principal difficulty with 
me concerning the publication of this harangue, 
does not arife fo much from the competition it- 
fclf, as from the fubjed, which has fomething in 
it, I fear, that will look like oftentarion. For 
be the (tile ever fo plain and unornamented, yet 
as the occafion necdTarily led me to fpeak not only 
of the munificence of my anceftors, bur of my own; 
my modefty will be greatly embarrafied. A danger 
rous and flippery fituation this, even when one is 
kd into k by a plea of neceffity ! For if mankind 
ye not very favourable to panegyric, even when 
given us by others; how much more difficult 
U it to reconcile them to it when it is a tri- 
bute which we pay to ourfelves or to our ancef-' 
prs ? Honourable aftions, though ftripped of aU 
Vol. I. B ex- 
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external advantages, is generally the objeft of 
envy, but particularly To, when glory is her atten- 
dant; and the world is never fo little difpofed to 
detrad from the re&itudc of yotfr condudt, as when 
it pafies unobferved and unappiauded. For theft 
reafons I frequently afk myfelf, whether I" com* 
pofed this harangue, fuch as it is, merely from a 
perianal confideration, or with a view alfo to the 
public j and I am fenfible, that what may be ex* 
eeedingly expedient and proper in the profecutioa 
of any affair, may lofe all its grace and ficnefs the 
moment the bufinefs is completed i for inftance, ia 
the- cafe before us, nothing could be more to my 
purpofe than to explain at large the motives of my 
intended bounty ; for by this means I accuftomed 
my mind to generous fentiments > grew more en- 
amour'd of the lovely forms by frequent attention 
to them, and guarded at the fame time againft 
that repentance which ufually atteftda a hafty exe- 
cution of liberalities not well confide* 'd. There 
arofe alfo a farther advantage from this method, as 
it fixed in me a certain habitual contempt of ifto- 
ney. For while mankind feem to be univerfaMy 
governed by an innate pafiloft to accumulate 
wealth ; the cultivation of a.more generous affedioi* 
in my own breaft, taught me to emancipate myfelf 
from the flavery of fo predominant a principle i and 

I thought 
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I thought -my honeft intentions wotjld be the mpre 
meritorious, as they fljoijld apjKflrjtp proqe^, not 
from a fudden ftart of munificence f but from ita 
cjiftat^s of cool and deliberate reflexion. I consi- 
dered, befides, the nature of my defjgn ; I was not 
engaging myfelf to exhibit pubjic gamps, or, gla- 
diatorial combats, but to eftablifti an annual fund 
for the fupport>nd education of ingenuous youths. 
The pleafures of the fenfes are lb far from wanting 
the oratorial arts to recommend them, that we ftaod 
in need of all the powers of eloquence, to moderate 
and reftrain their influence. But.tQ preMvlMrith 
thofe who are capable of the office^ tp undertake 
with chcerfulnefs the difagreeable bufinefs ©f edu- 
cation ; it is neceflary to apply, in the moft artful 
manner! not only to their intereft, but their pafli- 
on&. If Phyficians find it . expedient to ufe the 
mod infinuating addrels in rccomrpending to their 
patients a wholfome, tho* perhaps unpleafant re- 
gimen; how much more occafion had Ht to ex- 
ert all the powers of perfuafion, who out of re- 
gard to the public welfare, was <epdeavouring 
to reconcile it to a moft ufeful, tho* not very 
popular benefedtiqn ? .particularly, as my aim 
was to recommend an irtfUtutipn calculated fole- 
ly for the benefit of thofe who w$re parents, 
to men who at prefent had no children -, and to 
perfuade the greater number patiently to wait 
till they fhould be intitled to an honour, of 

B 2 which 
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which 'a few only could immediately partake. 
But as at that time, when I attempted to explain 
and inforce the defign and benefit of my inftitu- 
tion, I confidered more the general good of my 
country-men, thap any reputation which might re- 
fult to myfelfj fo 1 am apprehenfive if I fhould 
publifh this piece, it will feem as if I had a view 
rather to my own glory, than to the benefit of 
others. I am very fcnfible how much nobler it is 
to place the reward of virtue in the filent approba- 
tion of one's own breaftj than in the applaufe of 
the world. Fame ought to be the confequence, 
not the motive of our aftions; and tho 9 it fhould 
, happen not to attend the worthy deed, yet is it by 
no means the lefs meritorious for having miffed 
the applaufe it delerved. But the world is apt 
to fufpeft that thofc who celebrate their own 
beneficent afts, performed them for no other 
motive than to have the pleafurc of extolling 
them. Thus the fplendour of an aftion which 
would have been deemed illuftrious if related 
by another, is totally extinguifh'd when it be- 
comes the fubjeft of one's own applaufe. Such 
is the difpofition of mankind, if they cannot blaft 
the a&ion, they will cenfure the vanity 3 and whe- 
ther you do what does not deferve particular 
notice, or fct forth yourfelf what does, either 
way you incur reproach, in my own cafe, there is 

a peculiar 
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a peculiar circumftance that weighs much with 
me: This fpeech was delivered not before a ge- 
neral affembly of the people at Rome* but the 
'Decurii; not in the Forum, but a municipal af- 
fembly $ I doubt therefore it will appear uKqpfiftcnt 
that I, who when I fpoke it, feemed to endeavour to 
avoid popular applaufe, fliould now, by publilhjng 
this performance, appear to court it : that I, who 
was fo (crapulous as not to admit even thofc per- 
fons to be preient when I pronounced this difcourfe, 
who were interefted in my benefa&ion, left it might 
be fufpefted I was a&uated in this affair by any 
ambitious vieips; (hould now fecm to folic ic ad* 
miration, by forwardly displaying it to fuch as have 
no other concern in my munificence, than the 
benefit of trample. Thefe are the fcruples which 
have occaQoped my delaying to give this piece to 
(he public ; but I fubmit them entirely to your 
judgment, which I (hall ever eftrem as a fuificient 
fanftjpn of my conduft, Farewel. 



B3 LET- 



• The Decurii were a fort of Senators in the municipal 
or corporate cities of Italy. 
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LETTER IX. 7* Minutius Fundanvs. 

WHEN one confide** how the ttrflc pafi* * 
Rbme, one cannot! but be furprizetf, that 
take any fingle day, and it either is^ or at teaft 
feems to be (pent reafonably enough ; jrttdytet, upon 
cafting u£ the whole fum, the amount wiB appe» 
quite dtherwife. Afk any one ho# he has been 
itSmployed to-day ? he will tell' ybu, pWhhps, "J 
u have been at the ceremony of inverting the mart. 
u ly* fobey this friend- irivittd fhe t:o a wedding; 
" that defrred me to attend the hearing of his cauft 5 
€t one begged me to be- wknefs to his will \ ati*- 
u ther caHed me tb'a confutation/' TKtffe are oS- 
ces which Teem, while one is engaged to fhem, tt£- 
fremely necertaryj and yet, when in the filence of 
retirement, we look back upon the many hours thus 
employed, we cannot but condemn thetij as fblemh 
impertinences'. At fuch a feafon one is apt to re- 
fled, How much of my life has been /pent in ftifles! 
At leaft it is a refle&ion which frequently occurs 
to me at Laurentum, after I have been employ^ 
ing myfelf in nty ftudies, or even in the neceffary 
care of the animal machine -, (for the body muft be 

repaired 

* The Roman youths at the age of feventeen changed 
their habit, and took up the Toga virilis, or Manly gown, 
upon which occafiou they were conducted by the friends of 
the fairifly with great ceremony' either into the Forum or 
Capitol, and there in veiled with thfe new robe. 
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repaired and fupported, if we would preferve the 
mind in all its vigour.) In that peaceful retreat, I 
neither h$ar nor fpeak any thing of which 1 have 
occafion to repept. I fuffer none to repeat to me 
the whiipers of (lander; nor do I cenfure any man, 
onlefs myfelf, when I am difiatistied with my com- 
pofitions. There I live undifturbed by rumour, and 
fret from the anxious folicitudes of hope or fear, 
converting only with myfelf and my books. True 
and genuine life! pieafing and honourable repole 1 
Mor^ perhaps, to be defired than employments of 
any kindl Thou folemn fea and folitary fhore, 
fceft and mod Retired fcene for contemplation, with 
ftow many noble thoughts have ye infpired me ! 
Snatch then, my friend, as I have, the firft occa- 
fion of leaving the noify town with all its frivo- 
lous purfuits, and devote your days to ftudy, or 
even refign them to indolence; for, as my inge- 
nious friend Attilius pleafandy (aid, €S It is better 
to have nothing to do, than to be doing nothing/ 1 
Farewel 

LETTER X. r* Atrivs Clemens. 

IF ever polite literature flourifhed at Rome, it 
certainly flouriflies now ; and I could give you 
many eminent inftances: I will content myfelf 
however with naming only Euphrates the philofo- 
pher. I firft became acquainted with this excellent 
B 4 perfoh 
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perfon in my youth, when 1 ferved in the army iiv 
Syria. I had an opportunity of converting witk 
him familiarly, and took fome pains to gain fats 
affc&ion: tho' that indeed was nothing difficult, 
for he is exceedingly open to accefs> and actuated 
by thofe focial principles he profcfics to teach. 
I fhould think myfelf extremely happy if I had 
as fully anfwered the expectations he at that 
time conceived of me, as he exceeds every thing 
I had imagined of his gratifications. But perhaps 
I admire his excellencies more now, than I 
did then, bec^ufe I know better how to appre- 
ciate them ; if I can with truth fay I yet know. For 
" as none but thofe who are flcilt'd in Painting, Sta- 
tuary, or the plaftic art, can form a right judgment 
cf any performance in thofe refpeftive modesrof re* 
presentation j lb a man mud himfelf have made great 
advances in Philofophy, before beiscapablcof form- 
ing a juft opinion of a Philofophcr. However^ as far 
aal am qualified to determine, Euphrates is poffefled 
of fo many fliining talents that he cannot fail to ftrike 
the moft injudicious obferver. He reafons with much 
force, acutenefs, and elegance, and frequently rifes 
into all the fublime and luxuriant eloquence of 
Plato. HU ftile is rich and flowing, and ac the 
fame time fo wonderfully captivating, that he 
forces the reluctant attention of the moft unwilling 
hearer. His outward appearance is agreeable to all 
the reft* a fine ftature, a comely alpeft, long 

hair, 
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fcajr, and a large Giver beard : circumftances whidi, 
tho' they may probably be thought trifling and ac- 
cidental, contribute, however to gain him much re** 
verence. There is no affc&ed negligence in ha 
habit; his countenance is grave, but not auftere"; 
and his approach commands refpeft without creas- 
ing awe. Diftinguiflied as he is by the fanftity of 
his manners, he is no left fo by his polite and af- 
fable addrefs. He points his eloquence againft the 
vices, not the peribns of mankind, and without fo- 
verity reclaims the wanderer from the paths of vir- 
tue. His exhortations fo captivate your attention, 
that you hang as it were upon his lips $ and even 
after the heart is convinced, the ear (till wifhes to 
Men to the harmonious reafoner. His family con* 
lifts of three children (two of which are ions) whom 
he educates with the utmoft care. His father-is- 
law Pompeius Julianus, as he greatly diftinguiflied 
Jwnfelf in every other part of his life, fo particu- 
larly in this, that tho' he was himfelf ofthe higheft 
tank in his province, yet among many confiderabje 
competitors for his daughter, he preferred Euphra- 
tes, as firft in merit, tho' not in dignity. But to 
dwfll my longer upon the virtues of a man, whofe 
converfation I am fo unfortunate as not to have 
kifure fufficiently to enjoy ; what would it avail but 
to encrcafe my regret ? My time is wholly taken 
up in the execution of a very honourable, indeed, 

but 
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.But very troublefomc employment % in hearing 
etufes, anfwtring petitions, pafling accounts, / and 
writing letters ; but letters, alas f where genius has 
oft fhare. I fomctrimes complain to Euphrates (for 
1 have leifwre at leaft to complain) of thefe un- 
pleafing occupations. He endeavours to comfort 
me, by affirming, that to be engaged in the fervice 
of the public, to hear and determine caufes, to ex- 
plain the laws, and adminifter juftice, is a part, and 
die nobleft part too, of Philofophy ; as it is redu- 
cing to practice what her profeflbrs teach in (peat* 
htion. It may be fo ; but that it is as agreeahk 
as to fpend whole days in attending to his ufefol 
converfation— even bis rhetoric will never be able 
to convince me. I cannot, therefore, but ftrongly 
recommend it to you, who have leifure, the next 
lime you come to Rome (and you will come, I 
dare iay, fo much the fooner) to take the benefit of 
fob elegant and refined inftruftions. I am not, you 
fe<k in the number of thole who envy others the 
bappinefs they cannot fhare themfelves: on the 
contrary, it is a very fenfible pkafure to me, when 
I find my friends in poffeffion of an enjoyment 
from which I have the misfortune to be excluded. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER XL 9fc Fa*ws JtrsTts* 

TT is tang (ulcer I received' a fetter from yo* 
-*- You will allcdge, perhaps, you have no- 
thing to write : but lee me have the faisfa&io* 
«t k*ftof feeing k under yow hand, that yog 
have nothing to write or tell me in the gpo4 
old ftiie, ^ >** «r* i^W4 / <w wtf. I fliall be 
contented eveiv wkh thatj as indeed that ftngje 
circttmftailce from a frread kjefordes every thing, 
You may poflibly chink I jeft : but believe me I 
ant perfeiMy in earned. In Abort, all I defire i% 
to kndw how ic is with you j for I can no longer 
retaain m this ignorance without the utmoft 
anxiety: Ftfrfewel* 

• tETTER XII. To CAtBSTiutrs Tiao, 

I Have fuffered a mbfTftiifibfe /jfo' If that 
word is fufficiently ftrong to exprefsr the mif- 
fortune which has deprived me of fo excellent a 
jnan. Corellius Rufus is dead ! and dead too by 
his own a<5t! a circumftancd of great aggravation 
to my affii&iorii as* that fort of death which we 
cannot impute either to the courfe of nature, or 
the hand* of providence, is of all others the tnoft 
to be lamented. It affords fome confolatton in the 
loCs of thofe friends whom diieafe fnatches from 

us, 
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bs, that they fall by the general deftiny of mankind* 
but thofe who deftroy themielvcs leave us uqder 
Ac inconfolaUe reflc&ion that they had it in their 
power to have lived longer. Tis true Cordlius 
had many inducements to be fond of life; a 
Hamelefs confeience, high reputation, and great 
dignity of chara&er, together with all the tender 
endearments of a wife, a daughter, a grand- 
ton, ' and fitters ; and amidft theft considerable 
pledges of happinefc, he had many and faith- 
fifl friend*. Still it muft be owned he had the 
tagheft reafon (which, to a wife man will always 
have the force of the ftrongeft obligation) to deter- 
mine him in this refolution. He had long laboured 
undef fo tedious and painful a diftemper, that 
even thefe bleflings, great and valuable as they are, 
could not balance the evils he fuffered. In his 
thirty-third year, (as I have frequently heard biro 
Jay) he was feized with the gout in his feet. This 
diftemper he received from his father j fordi/eafes, 
as well as pofleflions, are fometimes tranfmitted by 
inheritance. A life of abftinence and virtue had 
fomewhat broken the force of this diftemper 
while he had ftrength and youth to ftruggle with 
it ; as a manly courage fupported him under the 
Xncreafing weight of it in his old age. I remem- 
ber in the reign of Domitian, to have made him 
a vifit at his villa near Rome, where I found him 

under 
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Under the molt incredible *nd undcfcrvcd tortures * 
for the gout was now not only in his feet, but had 
Jprtad ttfelf over his whole body* As foon as I 
entered his chamber, his fervants withdrew: for it 
was his conftant rule, never to fuffcr them to be 
prefcnt when any very intimate friend was with him: 
he even carried it fo far as to difmifs his wife upon 
foch occafions, tho' worthy of the higheft confi- 
dence. Calling his eyes round the room, Do you 
blow, (lays he) why I endure life under theft cruel 
agonies t It is with the hope that I may outlive, at 
kqjt fir sue day, that villain*. And OJ ye Gods, 
bad you given me Jlrengtb as you have given ma 
refolution, I would infallibly have that plaafurel 
Heaven heard his prayer, and having furvived that 
tyrant, and lived to fee liberty reftored, he broke 
thro' thole other great, but now lefs forcible 
attachments to the world, fince he could leave it 
in poffcffion of fecurity and freedom. His malady 
increafed ; and as it now grew too violent tq admit 
of any relief from temperance, he refolutely deter- 
mined to put an end to its uninterrupted attacks by 
an effort of heroifm. He had refufed all fuftenance 
during four days, when his wife Hifpulla fent our 
common friend Gemini us to me, with the melancho* 
ly news that he was refolved to die ; and that ihe 

and 

* Domrtian. 



j« TH« XETTfeRS Boofck 

ml fcer daughter J»ving in vabi joined in their 
tfioft lender perfuafions to divert himiroovhis pur- 
pofe, the only hope they jiad now .left was mf 
endeavours to reconcile Wm to life. I ran to his 
boufe with the vtmoft precipitation. As I approach- 
ed it, I met a fecond meffenger from HtfpuUa* 
who informed me there was nothing to be hoped 
for, fcven from me, as he now feerned more iffc. 
flexible than ever in his refolution. What con- 
firmed^ their fears was an exprelfion he made yfe of 
ID his phyfician, who preffed him to take -fame 
nourHhment: 'tis refohxed> he replied: an expreflion 
which as it raifed my admiration of his grcatnefe 
of foul; fo it does my grief for the lofs of him. I 
am every moment reflecting what a valuable friend 
what an excellent man I am deprived of. That he 
was arrived to his fixty-feventhyear, whidi is an age 
even the ftrongeftfeldom. exceed,* I well know; that 
he is delivered from a life of continual pain; that he 
left his family and (what he loved even more) his 
country in a. flouriihing date ; all this 1 know. Still 
I -cannot forbear to lament him as if he had been 
in the prime and vigour of his days : and I lament 
him (fball I own myweaknefs ?) upon a private ac- 
count. For I have loft, oh! my friend y I have loft the 
svitnefs, the guide, arid the gavernour of my life ! 
And to confefs to you as I did to Calvifius in the firft 

• tranit 
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transport of my grief, I facfiy fear, now that I am 
to* longer under his eye, I fhall not keep fo ftrift 
a guard over my conduct. Speak comfort to me 
therefore, I entreat you j not by telling me thsfc 
he^vas old, ibut be was hffirm\ aU this I knows 
but by Applying sAc with fomc reflections thdt 
are uncommon and refiftlefs, that neither the com- 
merce of the world, nor the precepts of the philo- 
sophers can teach me. For all that I have heard, 
and all that I have read occur to me of themfclves 
but all thefc are by iar too Weak to fupport me 
under fo fevere an affliction* FareweL 

LETTER XIII. To Socius Sinecio. 

THIS year has proved extremely fertile in 
poetical productions : during the whole 
month of April, fcarce a day has palled wherein 
we have not been entertained with the recital of 
fome poem. It is a pleafure to me to find, 
notwithftanding there feems to be fo litde dif- 
pofnion in the public to attend affemblies of 
this kind, that a tafte for polite literature ftill 
exifts, and men of genius are not difcouragecj 
from producing their performances. It is . vi* 
fible, the greater part of the audience which 
is collected upon thefe occafions, come wich reluc- 
tance; loiter round the place of aflembly, join in 
little parties of converfation, and are perpetually 
7 fending 
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fending to enquire whether die anther has made 
his entrance, whether he has read the preface, or 
whether he h$s almoft finrfhed the piece. Then 
with an air of th* greateft indifference, they juft 
look in and withdraw again; fbme by ftealth, 
and others with iefs ceremony. It was not thus in 
the time of our anceftofs. It is reported that 
Claudius G«far one day hearing a noife near his 
palace, enquired the occafion ; and being inform- 
ed that Nonianus was reciring a compofition of hrs, 
wtat immediately to the place, and agreeably fur- 
prifed the author wkh his prefence. But now, were 
one to befpeak the company even of the moft idle 
man living, and remind him., of the appointment 
ever fb often, or ever fo long beforehand, either 
Jie would avoid it under pretence of forgetfulnefs, 
or if nor, would look' upon it as fo much time loft ; 
and for no other reafon, perhaps, but becaufe he 
had not loft it. So much the rather do tbofe authors 
deferve our encouragement and applaufe, who have 
refolution to perfeverc in their ftudies, and exhibit 
their performances, notwkhftanding this faftidiou£- 
nefs, or indifference of their audience. For my own 
part,l fcarceever rcfufeto beprefentuponfuchocca.- 
fions. Tho' to fay truth, the authors have generally 
been my friends ; as indeed there arc few men of 
genius who are not. It is this has kept me in town 
longer than I intended. I am now however at 

liberty 
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liberty to return into the country^ and compofe 
fomething myfelf * but without any intention of 
reciting it, left. I fhould feem to have rather lent 
than given my attendance to thofe recitations of 
my friends. . For in thefe, as in all other good of- 
fices, the obligatiqn ceafes the moment you feem 
to expefr a return. Farewel. 

LETTER XIV, To Jutfius Mauricus. 

\T O U defire me to look out a proper hufband 
"*" for your niece : it is with juftice you enjoin 
me that office. You were a witnefs to the efteem 
and affe&ion I bore that great man her father, and 
with what noble inftruflions he formed my youth* 
and taught me to deferve thofe praifes he was 
pleafed to bellow upon me. You could not 
give me then a more important, or more agreeable 
commiffiori j nor could I be employed in an office 
of higher honour, than that of choofing a young man 
worthy of being father of the grand-children of Ru£ 
ticus Arulenus : a choice I Ihould be long in deter- 
mining if I were not acquainted with Minutius-Smi- 
lianus, who Teems formed for our purpofe. He loves 
me with all that warmth of affe&ion which is ufual 
between young men of equal years (as indeed I have 
thp advance of him but. by a very few) and re- 

Vol. I. C veres 

1 
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vcrcs me at the feme time with all the deference due 
to age ; and in a word, he is no lefs defirous to model 
himfelf by my inftru&ions, than I was by thofe of 
yourfelf and your brother. He is a native of Brixia*, 
one of thofe provinces in Italy which ftill retain 
much of the frugal fimplicity and purity of ancient 
manners. He is the fon of Minutius Macrinus, 
whofe humble defires were fatisfied with (landing at 
the head of the b Equeftrian order : for though he 
was nominated by Vefpafian among thofe whom 
that Prince dignified with the Praetorian office; yet 
with an inflexible greatncfs of mind, he refolutely 
preferred an elegant repofe, to the ambitious, fhall 
I call them, or honourable purfuits in which we in 
public life are engaged ? His grand-mother on the 
mother's fide is Serrana Procula, of Padua : you are 
no ftranger to the chara&er of its citizens $ yet 
Serrana is looked upon, even among thefe people 
of correct manners, as an exemplary inftanceof ftrift 
virtue. Acilius, his uncle, is a man of Angular 
gravity, wifdom and integrity. In fhort, you will 
find nothing throughout his family unworthy of 
yours. Minutius himfelf has great vivacity, as 
well as application, together with a moft ami- 
able and becoming modefty. He has already, 
with much credit, paffed thro' the offices of Qujef- 

tor, 

• A town in the territories of Venice, now called Brefcia. 

* See page 45, note b . 
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tor, Tribune* and Praetor ; fo that you will be (par- 
ed the trouble of folic! ting for him thofe honourable 
employments. He has a genteel and florid coun- 
tenance, with a certain noble mien that fpeaks the 
man of diftinftion : advantages, I think, by no 
means to be flighted, and which I confider as the 
proper tribute to. virgin innocence. I am doubt- 
ful whether I fhould add, that his father is very 
rich. When I contemplate the character of thofe 
who require a hufband of my choofing, I know it 
is unneceflary to mention wealth ; but when I re- 
fledt upon the prevailing manners of the age, and 
even the laws of Rome, which rank a man ac- 
cording to his poflefllons, it certainly claims fome 
regard; and indeed in eftablifliments of this na- 
ture, where children and many other circumftances 
are to be duly weighed, it is an article that well de- 
fences to be taken into the account. You will be 
inclined perhaps to fufpeft, that afFeftion has had 
too great a (hare in the character I have been draw- 
ings' and that I have heightened it beyond the truth. 
But 1 will (take all my credit, that you will findevery 
trircumftance far beyond what I have reprefented. 
I confefs, indeed, I love Minutius (as he juftly de- 
ferves) with the warmth of a moft ardent affec- 
tion ; but for that very reafon I would not afcribe 
more to his merit, than I know it will fupport. 
Fareweh 

C % LET- 
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LETTER XV. to Septitius Clarus. 

HOW happened it, my friend, that you did 
not keep your engagement the other night 
to fup with me ? But take notice, juftice is to be 
had, and I expeft you fhall fully reimburfe me the 
expence I was at to treat you ; which, let me tell 
you,, was no fmall fum. I had prepared, you muft 
know, a lettuce a piece, three a fnails, two eggs, and 
ft barley cake, with fome fweet wine and b fnow: the 
Ihow moft certainly I (ball charge to your account, 
as a rarity that will not keep. Betides all thefe cu- 
rious diflies, there were olives of Andalufia, gourds, 

fhalots, 

• The Englifli reader may probably be furprized to find 
this article in Pliny's philosophical bill of fare; it will not 
be improper, therefore, to inform him, that a difh of fnails 
was very common at a Roman table. The manner ufed to 
fatten them is related by fome very grave authors of anti- 
quity ; and Pliny the elder mentions one Fulvj us Hirpinus who 
had fludicd that art with (o much fuccefs, chat the (hells of 
(bme of his fnails would contain about ten quarts. [M. N. 
1. 9. 56.] In fome parts of Switzerland this food is ftill in 
hi? h repute. See Addifon's Trav. 364. 

b The Romans ufed fnow not only to cool their liquors, but 
their ftomachs after having inflamed themfelves wich high 
eating : Nivem rodunty fays $encc2L,Jbfatium fiomacbi *ft mantis. 
[Ep. 95.] This cuftom dill prevails in Italy, efpecially at 
Naples, where (as Mr. Addifon obferves) they " drink very 
«' few liquors, not fo much as water, that have not lain in 
" f re f cc > a ^d every body from the higheft to the loweft makes 
« ufe of it ; infomuch that a fcarcity of fnow would raiftr a 
« f mutiny at Naples, as much as a dearth of corn or proviuons 
* in another country.' 9 Trav. 185. 
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fhalots, and a hundred other dainties equally lump- 
tuous. You fliould likewife have been entertained 
either with an interlude, the rehearfal of a poem, or 
a piece of mufic, as you liked beft j or (fuch was my 
liberality) with all three. But the luxurious de- 
licacies « and Spanifh dancers of a certain — I 
know not who, were, it feems, more to your tafte. 
However I (hall have my revenge of you, depend 
upon it ;— in what manner, lhall at prefent be a fe- 
cret. In good truth it was not kind, thus to mor- 
tify your friend, I had almoft faid yourfelf ; — and 
upon fecond thoughts I do fay fo : for how agreeably 
Ihould we have fpent the evening, in laughing, tri- 
fling, and literary amufements ! You may fup, I con- 
fefs, at many places more fplendidly * but you can 

C 3 no 

c In the original the difties are fpecified, viz. oyflers, the* 
matrices of fows, with a certain Tea (hell-fifli, prickly like a 
hedge-hog, called Echinus, all in the higheit eft imauon among 
the Roman admirers of table luxury ; as appears by numberlels 
paflages in the claffic w< iters. Our own country had the honour 
to furniih them with oyfters, which they fetched from Sand* 
mujcb ; Montanus, mentioned by Juvenal, was fo weil fkihed 
in the fcience of good eating, that he could tell by the nxft 
tafte whether they came from that coaft : 

■ ' ■ Circdtis nataforenU on 
Lucrinum ad /ax urn, Rupinove cditafundo 
Oftrea, caUibut prime dtprendtrt morju. 

Sat.iv. 140* 
He whether Circe's rock his oyfters bore, 
Or Lucrine like, or the Rutupian ihore, 
£new at &rft talte. 

Mr. Dvki. 
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no wh?re be treated with more unconftrained 
cheerfulnefs, fimplicity, and freedom : only make 
the experiment j and if you do not ever after-, 
wards prefer my table to any other, never favour 
me with your company again. FareweL 

4 

LETTER XVI. To Erucius. 

t 

I Conceived an affe&ion for my friend Pompeius 
Saturninus, and admired his genius, even long 
before I knew the extenfive variety of his talents: 
hut he has now taken full and unreferved pofleflion 
of my whole heart. I have heard him, in the un- 
premeditated as well as ftudied fpeech, plead with 
no lefs force and energy, than grace and elo- 
quence. He abounds with juft refle&ionsj his 
periods are graceful and majeftic ; his words har- 
monious, and ftamped with the mark of genuine 
antiquity. Thefe united qualities infinitely delight 
you, not only when you are carried along, if I may 
lb fay, with the refiftlefs flow of his charming and 
ejmphatical elocution, but alfo when confidered dif- 
tin&ly and apart from that advantage. I am per- 
fuaded you will be of this opinion when you perufe 
his orations, and will not hefitate to place him in the 
lame rank with the antients, whom he fo happily 
emulates. But you will view him with encreafed 
plealure in the character of an hiftorian, in which his 
6 ftile 
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ftiJe is both concife and clear, elegant and fub»- 
lime ; and the fame ftrength of expreffion, though 
more compreffed, runs through his hiftorical ha- 
rangues, which fo eminently diftinguifhes and adorns 
his public orations. But thefe are not the whole of 
Kis excellencies ; he has compofed feveral poetical , 
^pieces in the manner of Calvus and Catullus. What 
ftrokes of wit, what fweetnefs of numbers, what 
pointed fatire, and what touches of the tender paf- 
fion appear in his verfes ! in the midft of which he 
Jfometimes defignedly falls into an agreeable negli- 
gence in his metre, in the manner too of thofe ad- 
mired poets. He read to me, the other day, fome 
letters which he affured me were written by his 
wife : I fancied I was perufing Plautus or Terence 
in profe. Whether they are that lady's, (as he po- 
litively affirms) or his own, which he abfotutely 
denies, he deierves equal applaufej either for writing 
fo politely himfelf, or for having fo highly improved 
and refined the genius of his wife, whom he married 
young and uninftru&ed. His works are ever in 
my hands j and I never fit down to compofe any 
thing of my own, or to revife what I have already 
written, or am in a difpofition to amufe myftlf, that 
I do not take up this agreeable author j and as 
often as I do fo, he is ftill new. Let me ftrongly 
recommend him to the fame degree of intimacy 
C 4 wiA 
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with you ; nor be it any objettion to his works that 
he is a contemporary author. Had he flourifhed in 
fome former age, not only his publications, but pic- 
tures and ftatues jreprefenting his perfon would have 
been pafiionately enquired after: fhall we, then, 
from a fort of fatiety, and merely becaufe he is pre 7 
fent among us, fuffer his talents to languifli and fade 
away unhonoured and unadmired ? It is furely a 
very pcrverfe and envious difpofuion, to look with 
indifference upon a man worthy of thehigheft ap- 
probation, for no other reafon but becaufe we hav^ 
it in our power to lee him, and to converle with 
him, and not only to give him our applaufe, but 
our friendship. Farewel. 

LETTER XVII. To Cornelius Titianus, 

THE focial virtues have not yet quite forfaken 
the world j and there are ftill thofe whofe 
generous eftcem extends eyen to departed merit* 
Titianus Capito has obtained the Emperor's per- 
miflion to eredt a ftatue in the Forum to the late 
L. Syllanus. It is a truly laudable and noble ap- 
plication of princely favour to employ it to fo wor- 
thy a purpofe, and to exert one's intereft for the glory 
of others. To preferve the memory of eminent 
pharatters, is, indeed, Jjatyfual to Capito : He has 
• placed 
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placed in his houfe (where he <fmy fafely take 
that liberty a ) the ftatues of the Bruti, the Caffii, 
and the Catos ; which he not only contemplates 
with ardent veneration, but has alio celebrated the 
refpeftive lives of thofe great patriots in fomc 
excellent verfes. One may be very fure a perfon 
poffeffes great virtue himfelf> who thus admires 
it in others. Capito has by this att fecured to 
himfelf that immortality which he has bellow- 
ed on Syllanus; for, he who ere&s a ftatue in the 
Roman Forum to a worthy chara&er, receives a$ 
much honour^ as he confers, Farewel t 



BETTER XVIII. 2* Suetonius Trah* 

QUILLUS. 

YOUR letter informs me that you arc e** 
tremely alarmed by a dream ; apprehending 
that it forebodes fome ill fuccefs to you in the 

caufe 



• Suetonius informs us, that Caligula deftroy'd the ftatues 
of thofe illuftrious perfous which Aaguftus had ereded in the 
Capitol ; and publifhed an edidt, whereby he prohibited fta- 
tues to be railed to any perfon in his lifetime, anlefs by the 
emperor's exprefs permiflion. It is probable Pliny here al* 
lodes to a decree of this nature madtf by fome fucceeding 
emperor, perhaps Domirian, againft publicity crc£ing ftatuej 
fo (hefe glomus aiTertors of liberty. 
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caufe you have undertaken to defend ; and there- 
fore defire that I would get it adjourned for a few 
days, or at lead to the next* This is a favour, you 
are fenfiblc, not very eafiiy obtained, but I will ufe 
all my intereft for that purpofc j 

For dreams defcend from Jove\ Hom. 

In the mean while, it is very material b for you to 
recolleft whether your dreams generally reprefent 
things as they afterwards fall out, or quite the rc- 
verfe. But if I may judge of yours by one that 
{lappened to myfelf, you have nothing to fear i for, 

it 

* Pope, Iliad 1.63. 

* Dreams were considered from the earlieft antiquity as fa* 
cred admonitions and hints of futurity. Many of the heathen) 
oracles were delivered in this manner, and even among the 
Jews we find feveral intimations conveyed to their prophets in 
the fame way. The Romans in general were great obfervers 
of dreams, and Auguftus Cafar is faid to have efcaped a very 
imminent danger at the battle of Philippi, by quitting his 
tent in compliance with a dream of Antonius his phyfician *. 
This is mentioned to obviate any prejudice againft Pliny,which 
may arife in the mind of a reader an acquainted with the pre- 
vailing fentiments of the ancients upon this point, who might 
otherwife be furprized to find our author talk ferioufly upon 
a fubjett of this nature. The truth is, as an eminent critic + 
has obferved with great good-fenfe, there feems to be as much 
temerity in never giving credit to dreams, as there is fuper- 
flition in always doing fo. •* It appears to me, fays he, that 
•« the true medium between thefe two extremes, ia to treat 
« them as we would a kaown liar; we are fure he mod ufually 
«* relates falfehoods, however, nothing hinders but he may 
p fometimes fpeak truths" 

* Til Max. 1. u c. 7, f VtckrJurHer* I. *• Ep. *. 
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it portends you will acquit yourfelf with great 
fuccefs, I had promifed to be counfel for Juliu* 
Pallor; >yhen I fancied in my flrep that my mo- 
ther-in-law came to me, and throwing herfelf at 
ipy feet, earneftly intreated me not to be concern- v 
cd in the caufe. 1 was at that time a very young 
man * the cafe was to be argued in the four ccn* 
tumviral courts ; my adverfaries were feme of the 
moft confiderable men in Rome, and particular 
favourites of Csefar ; any of which circumftances 
were fufficieiit, after fuch an inaufpicious dream, 
to have difcouraged me. Notwithftanding this^ 
I engaged in the caufe, reflecting that, 

Without ajign, bis /word the brave man draws > 
And ajks no omen> but bis country* s caufe*: 

for I looked upon the promife I had g : ven, to be 
as facred to me as my country, or, if that were pof- 
fible, more fo. The event happened as I wifhed $ 
and it was that very caufe which firft procured me 
the favourable attention of che public, and threw 
open to me the gates of Fame. Confider then whe- 
ther your dream, like chat which I have related, may 
not pre-fignify fuccefs. But after all, perhaps, you 
will think it more fafe to purfue this cautious max- 
jm : " never do a thing concerning the reffitude of 

c< which 
* Iliad xiL 243. Pope, 
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" which you are in doubt :" if fo, write mc word. In 
die interval I will confider of fome expedient, and 
endeavour that your caulfe fhall be heard any day 
you like beft. In this refpeft you are in a better 
fituation than I was : the court of the Centumviri, 
where I was to plead, admits of no adjournment ; 
whereas in that where your caufe is to be heard, 
tho* it is not eafy to procure one, (till however i{ 
\s poffiblc. Farew^l. 

LETTER XIX. T$ Romanus Fikmus. 

AS you are my town's-man, my fchool-fel- 
low, and the earlieft companion of my youth 3 
as there was the ftrjdteft friendfhip between my 
mother and uncle and your father* (a happiciefs 
which I alfo enjoyed as far as the great inequa- 
lity of our ages would admit) can I fail (thus 
biafs'd as I am by fo many ftrong and weighty 
reafons,) to contribute all in my power to the 
advancement of your honours ? The rank you 
bear in our province as Decurio, is a proof 
that you are poffeffed at leaft of an* hundred 

thoufand 

* About Sool. of par inoney. The Sefterce was a Roman 
filver coin, the value of which the moft accurate antiquarians 
have fettled at ; penny, j farthings and j-^ths* making locgc) 
to be equal to 81. is. 5 d.{ ; but to avoid fractions in 
this dace, and throughout all the following calculations, a 
thousand (cftercts a^e ^mfidered as eQa\vaicnt to only $\> 
fterling. 
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thouland fefterces; but that we may alfo have 
the fatisfa&ion of feeing you a Roman b knight, I 
prefent to you three hundred thouland c , in order 
to make up the fum requifite to entitle you to 
that dignity. The long acquaintance we have had, 
leaves me no room to doubt you will ever be for- 
getful of this inftance of my friendlhip. And I 
know your difpofition much too well to think it 
neceffary to advife you to enjoy this honour with 
the modefty that becomes a perfon who received it 
from me : for the advanced rank we polfefs by the 
good offices of a friend is a kind of facred truft, 
wherein we have bis judgment, as well as our own 
character, to maintain, and therefore to be guarded 
with the greater caution. 

LET- 



* w The Eqneflrian dignity, or that order of the Roman 
" people which we commonly call Knights* had nothing in it 
" analogous to any order of modern knighthood, but depend- 
" ed entirely upon a valuation of their eiiates; and every 
" citizen whofe entire fortunes amounted to 400*000 fef- 
" terces, that is, to 3229I. of our money, was enrolled of 
*« conrfe in the lift of knights ; who were confidered as a 
" middle order between the fenators and common people, 
*' yet without any other diftjn&ion than the privilege of 
«* wearing a gold ring, which was the peculiar badge of 
«# their order." Life of Tully, vol. i. 3. in not. 



* Abwt?40ol. fterling. 
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LETTER XX* To Cornelius Tacitus* 

I Have frequent debates with a learned and judi- 
cious perfon of my acquaintance, who admires 
nothing fo much in the eloquence of the bar as 
concifenefs. I agree with him, where the caufe 
will admit of this precifion, it may be properly 
adopted ; but infift, that to omit what is material 
to be mentioned, or only (lightly to touch upon 
thofe points which fhould be ftrongly inculcated, 
and impreffed on the minds of the audience, is 
in effeft to defert the caufe one has undertaken. In 
many cafes a copious manner of expreflion gives 
ftrength and weight to our ideas, which frequent- 
ly make their effedt upon the mind, as iron does 
upon folid bodies, rather by repeated ftrokes than 
a fingle blow. In anfwer to this he ufually has 
recourfe to authorities $ and produces Lyfias 
amongft the Grecians, together with Cato and the 
two Gracchi among our own countrymen, as in- 
ftances in favour of the concife ftile. In return, I 
name Demofthenes,^fchines, Hyperides, and ma- 
ny others in oppofition to Lyfias i while I confront 
Cato and the Gracchi, as alfo Cariar, Pollio, Cce- 
lius, but above all Cicero, whofe longeft oration is 
generally efteemed the belt* It is in good com- 
pofitions, as in every thing elfe that is valuable; 

the 



^ 
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the more there is of them, the better. You may 
obferve in ftatues, baffo-relievos, pi&ures, and 
the bodies of men, and even in animals and trees, 
that nothing is more graceful than magnitude, if 
accompanied with proportion. The fame holds 
true in pleading : and even in books, a large 
volume carries fomewhat of beauty and authority 
in its very fize. . My antagonift, who is extreme- 
ly dexterous at evading an argument, eludes all 
this, and much more which I ufually urge to the 
fame purpofe, by infilling that thofe very pcrfons, 
upon whofc works I found my opinion, made 
confiderable additions to their orations when they 
publifhed them. This I deny; and appeal to the 
harangues of numberlefs orators, particularly to 
thofe of Cicero for Murena and Varenus, where 
he feems to have given us litde more than the ge- 
neral charge. Whence it appears, that many 
things which he enlarged upon at the time he de- 
livered thofe orations, were retrenched when he 
gave them to the public. The fame excellent ora- 
tor informs us, chat, agreeably to the ancient cuf- 
toin which allowed only of one counfel on a fide, 
Cluentius had no other advocate than himfelf ; and 
he tells us farther, that he employed four whole 
days in defence of Cornelius : by which it plainly 
appears, that thofe orations which, when delivered 
i at their full length, had neceflarily taken up fo much 

time 
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'time at the bar, were greatly altered and abridged 
when he afterwards comprifed them in a fingle vo- 
lume, tho' I miifi: confefs indeed, a large one. But 
it is objected, there is a wide difference between 
good pleading and juft compofition. This opinion, 
I acknowledge, has had fome favourers, and it may 
be true ; neverthelefs I am perfuaded (tho* I may 
perhaps be miftaken) that, as it is poflible a plead- 
ing may be well received by the audience, which 
has not merit enough to recommend it to the 
reader ; fo a good oration cannot be a bad plead- 
ing: for the oration on paper is, in truth, the 
original and model df the fpeech that was pro- 
nounced. It is for this reafon we find in many of 
the bed orations extant, numberlefs expreflions 
which have the air of unpremeditated difcourfe ; 
and even in thofe which we are fure were never 
fpeken : as for inftance in the following paflagc 
from the oration againft Verres, — " A certain me- 
€t chamc—whafs his name? Ob, I'm obliged to you 
u for helping me to it': yes, 1 mean Polycletus" It 
cannot then be denied, that the nearer approach 
a fpeaker makes to the rules of juft compofition, 
the more perfeft he will be in his art; always 
fuppofmg however, that he has the ncceffary 
indulgence in point of time: for if he be limited 
in that articfe, no blame can juftly be fixed up- 
on the advocate, tho* much certainly upon the 

judge, 
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judge. The fenfe of the laws, I am fare, is on 
my fide, which are by no means fparing of the 
orator's time : it is not brevity, ^ut copioufn^fs, 
a fullreprefentation of every material circumftance, 
which they recommend. And how is it poffi- 
ble for an advocate to acquit himfclf of that duty, 
unlefs in the moil infignificant caufes, if he affeft 
to be concife ? Let me add what experience, that 
unerring guide, has taught me : it has frequendy ' 
been my province to aft both as an advocate and 
a judge, and I have often a}fo attended as an a af~ 
feffor. Upon thofe occafions, I have ever found the 
judgments of mankind are to be influenced by dif- 
ferent modes of application j and that the flighted 
circumftanees frequently produce the moft impor- 
tant confequences. There is fo vaft a variety iri the 
difpofitions and underftancjings of men, that they fel- 
dom agree in their opinions concerning any one point 
in debate before them* or if they do, it is generally 
from the movement of different paflions. Beficjes, 
as every man naturally favours his own difcoveries* 
when he hears an argument urged which had before 
occurred tohimfelf, he will certainly embrace it 
as extremely convincing. The orator therefore 
Vol. L D ihould 



* The Praetor was affiled by ten afleflbrs. fiVe of whom 
were fenators, and the reft knights. With thefe he was 
obliged to confok before he pronounced femence. 
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footild fo adapt himfclf to his audience as to throw 
•*y t fomething which every one of them in turn may 
rfefceive and approve as confymable to his own par- 
ticular fentiments. I remember when Regulus and 
I were concerned together in a caufe, he faid to me, 
• Tea fern to think it neeejfary to dwell upon every fingle 
eircumftanee j whereas I always take aim at once at tpf 
adverfary's throat, and there I clofelyprefs him. ('Tis 
true, he tenacioufly holds whatever part he has once 
fixed upon; but the misfortune is, he is extremely apt 
to miftake the right place.) I anfwered, it might pof- 
fibly happen that what he calfcrd the throat, was in 
reality feme lefs vital part. As for myfelf, faid I, 
who do not pretend to direct my aim with fo much 
certainty, I attack every part, and purti at every 
opening ; in fhort, to ufe a vulgar proverb, / leave 
noftcne unturned. As in agriculture, it is not my 
vineyards, or my woods alone, but my fields alio 
that I cultivate; and. (to purfue the allufion) as 
I do not content myfelf with fowing thofc fields 
with only one kind of grain, but employ feveral 
different forts 5 fo in my pleadings at the bar, I 
ibatter various arguments like fo many kinds of 
feed, in order to reap from thence Whatever may 
happen to fucceed : for the difpofition of your judges 
is as precarious, and as little to be afcertained, as 
chat of foils and feafons, I remember the comic 

writer 
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writer Eupolis mentions it in praife of that excel- 
lent Orator Pericles, that 

On bis tips Perfuafion bung , 
And pdwerful Reafon nW bis tongue: 
, Thus be, alone > could boafi the art> 
To charm at once and pierce the heart* 

But could Pericles, without the richeft variety ot 
expreffion, and merely by force of the concife or. the 
rapid ftile, or both together (for they are extreme- 
ly different) have thus charmed and pierced the 
heart ? To delight and to perfuade requires time, 
and a great compafs of language ; and to leave 
a fting in the minds of his audience, is an effedfc 
not to be expe&ed from an orator who flighdy 
pufhes, but from him, and him only, who thrufts 
home and deep. Another b comic poet, fpeaking 
of the fame orator, fays, 

His mighty words like Jove's own thunder roll-, 
Greece bears, and trembles to her inmoftfouh 

But it is not the clofe and the referved, it is the 
copious, the majeftic,. and the fublime orator, 
who with the lightening and thunder of his eloquence 
tarries you impetuoufly along, and bears down all 
Da Jbcfor* 

> Ariftophanetf 
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before him. There is a juft mean, I own, in every 
thing i but he equally mifieth the mark, who falls 
fhort of it, as he who goes beyond it ; he who 
confines himfelf in too narrow a compafs, as he 
who launches out with too greats latitude. Hence 
it is as common to hear our orators condemned 
for being too barren, as too luxuriant > for not 
{reaching, as well as for overflowing the bounds of 
their fubjed. Both, no doubt, are equally diftant 
from the proper medium s but with this difference 
however, that in the one the fault arifes from 
an abundance, in the other from a deficiency j an 
error which if it be not a lign of a more correft, 
yet it is certainly of a more, fertile genius. When 
I fay this, I would not be underftood to approve 
that everlafting e talker mentioned in Homer, 
but that other d defcribed in the following lines : 

Frequent and /oft as falls the winter /now, 
c tbus from bis lips the copious periods flow. 

Not but I extremely admire him c too, of whom 
the poet fays, 

Few were bis words but wonderfully ftrong. 

Yet 

• Therfites, Iliad ii. v. 2x2. 
« Ufyffes, Iliad iil. v. 222. 
c McdcIaus, ibkt 
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Yet if I were to choofe, I fhould clearly give the 
preference to the ftile refembling winter Jnow % 
that is, to the full and diffufivej in fhort, to that 
pomp of eloquence which feems all heavenly and 
divine. But (it is replied) the harangue of a more 
moderate length is moft generally admired. It is 
fo, I confefs : but by whom ? By the indolent only* 
and to fix the ftandard by the lazinefs and falfe 
delicacy of thefe, would furely be the higheft ab- 
furdity. Were you to confult perfons of this caft, 
they would tell you, not only that it is bcft to fay 
litde, but that it is beft to fay nothing. — ' 

Thus, my friend, I have laid before you my 
fentinnents upon this fubjeft, and I fhall readily 
abandon them, if not agreeable to yours. But 
fhould you diffent from me, I beg you would com- 
municate to me your reafons. For tho* I ought to 
yield in this cafe to your more enlightened judg- 
ment, yet in a point of fuch confequence, I had 
rather receive my conviftion from argument, 
than authority. If you lhould be of my opi- 
nion in this matter, a line or two in return, 
intimating your concurrence, will be fufficient 
to confirm me in the juftnefs of my fentiments : 
On die contrary, if you fhould think me mif- 
taken, I beg you to give me your objections 
at large. Yet has it not fbmewhat the air of 
D 3 bribery, 
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fcribeiy* to requeft only a (hort letter if you agree 
with roe ; but enjoin you the trouble of a very 
long one, if you fliould be of a different opinion ? 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXL to Paternus. 

AS I rely very much upon the ftrength of 
your judgment, fo I do upon the good- 
nefs of your eyes : not becaufe I think your dis- 
cernment very great (for I would not make you 
vain) but becaufe I think it as good as mine : 
which, it muft be owned, is faying a great deal 
in its favour. Jelling apart, I like very well the 
appearance of the (laves which were purchafed 
for me by your recommendation ; all that I want 
ferther, is to be fatisfied of their behaviour : and 
for this I muft depend upon their charafters more 
than their countenances. Farewel. 

LETTER XXII. 'fo Catilius Severus. 

I AM at prefent (arid have been a confiderable 
time) detained in Rome, underthe moft alarm- 
ing apprehenfions. Titus Arifto, whom I efteem 
*nd love with Gr.gular regard, is fallen into a dan- 
gerous and obftinate illnefs, which deeply affefts me. 
5 , Virtue, 
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Virtue, knowledge, and good fcnfe flune out wid| 
(b fuperior a luftre in this excellent man, that 
learning herfelf, and every valuable endowment, 
feems involved in the danger of his (ingle peribn. 
How confummate is his knowledge both in the 
political and civil laws of his country ! How tho- 
roughly converfant is he in every branch of hif- 
tory and antiquity ? In a word, there is no article of 
fcience, you would wifli to be informed of, in 
which he is not (killed. As for my own part, 
whenever I would acquaint myfelf with any 
abftrufe point of literature, J have recourfe to him, 
as to one who fupplies me with its mod hidden trea- 
fures. What an engaging finqerity, what dignity in 
his converfation ! How humble, yet how graceful his 
diffidence ! Tho' he conceives at once every point 
in debate, yet he is as flow to decide, as he is 
quick to apprehend; calmly and deliberately 
weighing every oppofite reafon that is offered, and 
tracing it with a moft judicious penetration, from 
its fource through all its remoteft confequcnces. 
His diet is frugal, his drefs plain ; and whenever 
I enter his chamber, and view him reclined upon 
his couch, I confider the fcene before me as a 
true image of antient fimplicity, to which his il- 
luftrious mind rcflcAs the nobleft ornament. He 
places no part of , his happinefs in oftentation, but 
in the fccret approbation of his confeience j feek- 
D 4 ing 
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jpg the reward of his virtue, not in the clamorous 
applaufes of the world, but in -the* filent fatisfac- 
tion which refuks from having acted well. In fhort, 
you will not eafily find his equal even among our 
phtlofophers by profeffion. He frequents not the 
places of public difputations % nor idly £mufes 
himfelf and others with vain and endlefs contro- 
verfies. IBs exalted talents are employed to nobler 
purpofes, and exerted in the fcenes of civil and 
aftive life. Many has he afllfted with his intereft; 
ftill more with his advice ! But tho' he dedicates his 
time to the affairs of the world, he regulates his 
condudt by the precepts of philofcphy; and in tem- 
perance, piety, juftice, and fortitude, he hasnofupe- 
riour. It is aftonifhing with what patience he fup<+ 
ports his illnefsj how he bears pain, endures thirft, 
and quietly fubmits to the preflure o^thofe cloaths 
which arc laid upon him to promote perfpiration 
in this raging fever. He lately called me, and 
a few more of his particular friends, to his bed- 
fide, requefting us to aflc his phylicians what turn 
tjiey apprehended his diflemper would take : that 
if they pronounced it incurable, he might vo- 
luntarily put an end to his life j but if there were 
hopes of a recovery, how tedious and difficult foever 

it 

* The philofophers ufed to hold their difputations in the 
Gymnafia and Porticos, being places of the jnoft public refort 
for walking, &c 
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it might prove, he would calmly wait the event; for 
fo much, he thought, was due to the tears and in- 
treaties of his wife and daughter, and to the affec- 
tionate interceffion of his friends, as not voluntarily 
to abandon our hopes, if they were not entirely 
defperate. A retolution this, in my eftimation, 
truly heroical, and worthy of the higheft applaufe. 
Inftances are frequent in the world, of rufliing 
into the arms of death without refleftion, and 
by a fort of blind impulfe ; but deliberately to 
weigh the reafons for life or death, and to be 
determined in our choice as either fide of the fcalc 
prevails, is the mark of no common greatnefs of 
mind b . We have had the fatisfa&ion to receive 
the opinion of his phyficians in his favour : may 

heaven 

K The general lawfulnefs of (elf-murder was a do&rine by 
no means univerfally received in the antient pagan world; 
many of the moll considerable names, both Greek and Ro- 
man, having exprefsly declared againft that pradice. Pytha- 
foras* Socrates, Plato, Tully, have condemned it: v even 
rutus himfelf, tbo* he fell by his own hands, yet in his 
pooler and philofophical hours wrote a J treatife wherein he 
highly condemned Cato, as being guilty of an adl both of 
impiety and cowardice in deftroying himfelf. The judicious 
Virgil a'lfo adopts the fame fentiments, and reprefents fuch un- 
happy perfons as in a ftatc of pnnimment ; 

Proximo^ dcinde tenent metfii hc* % quifibiletum 
lnfontes ptperere manu, lucemque peroji 
Projictre animam ; £>uam <vellent <e there in alto, 
Jfimc & pauperitm W duros perfern Inheres / v f 



Then 



I Plttt. in Bret. f /En. vii. 434, 
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heaven give fuccefs to their art, and free me from 
this painful anxiety ! If that fhould happily be the 
event, I ihall immediately retire to my favourite 
Laurentinum, or, in other words, to my books 
and my ftudies. At prefent, fo much of my 
time and thoughts are employed in attendance 
upon my friend, and in my apprehenfions for his 
life, that I have neither leifure nor inclination for 
fubjefts of literature. 

Thus have I informed you of my fears, my 
wifties, and my intentions. Communicate to 
me, in return, but tnm gayer (tile, an account not 
only of what you are and have been doing, but 
even of your future defigns. It will be a very fen- 
fible confolation to me in this diftrefs of mind, to 
be affuredthat yours is eafy. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIII. To Pompeius Falco. 
"\7 OU defire my opinion whether you can with 

-*> decency ad as an advocate during your* Tri- 
bunelhip ? But before I determine that queftion, I 
muft know what are your fentiments of that of- 
fice -, whether you look upon it as a mere fliadow 

of 

Then crowds fuccced, who prodigal of breath, 

Themfelves anticipate the doom of deatlr*; 

Tho ^free from guilt, they call their lives away, 

And fad and full en hate the golden day. 

Oh ! with what joy the wretches now wou'd bear 

Pain, toil, and woe, tp breathe the vital air 1 Pitt. 

* See B. 9. let. 13. note*. 
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of honour, and an empty title, or as a facred and 
inviolable fun&ion, theexercife of which as no 
power can fufpend, fo neither ought the perfbn 
himfelf who is invefted with it ? When J was my- 
felf in that poll (poffibly I might be miftaken in 
fuppofmgl was become of any importance, however 
upon the fuppofition that I really was) I entirely 
quitted the bar. I thought it unbecoming a ma- 
giftrate, who, upon all occafions, had a right of 
precedency, and in whofe pretence every perfon is 
obliged to rife, to be fcen (landing, while all* about 
him were feated ; that he who has authority to im- 
pofe filence on any man, fhould himfelf be direct- 
ed when to ceafe fpeakings that he, whom it is held 
b impious /o interrupt, fhould be expofed to the 
fcurrilous liberties of bar orators; bar-orators, which 
to chaftize, would be thought a fort of infolence of 
office, and yet it would be weaknefs to overlook. - 
I confidered farther, the great difficulty I fhould be 
under, if either my client or his adverfary fhoukl 
happen to appeal to me as Tribune j whether to in- 
terpofe my authority, or by a kind of refignation 
of my office to aft folely in my private capacity. 
For thefe reafons I rather chofe to officiate as the 
public magiftrate than the private advocate. But 

with 

* As their characters were held facred* it was efteemed the 
high eft aft of impiety to offer them any injury, or fo much at 
to interrupt them when they were (peaking- 
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with rclpeft to you, (I repeat it a£ain) the whole 
depends upon what your fentiments arc of the 
office in queftion, and under what chara&er you 
would choofe to appear j remembering always, that 
a wife man will take upon himfelf fuch only as he 
is capable of fuftaining with dignity. 



LETTER XXIV. ^Bebius. 

MY friend and gueft Tranquillus has an incli- 
nation to purchafe a fmall farm, of which* 
as I am informed, an acquaintance of yours intends 
to difpofe. I beg you would endeavour he may ob r 
tain it upon reafonable terms ; which will add to his 
fatisfaftion in the purchafe. A dear bargain is 
always difagreeable, particularly, as it is a reflection 
upon the buyer's judgment. There are feveral. 
circumftances attending this • little villa, which 
(fuppo n ng my friend has no objeftion to the price) 
are extremely fui table to his tafte and defires : the 
convenient diftance from Rome, the goodnefs of the 
roads, the fmallnefs of the building, and the very 
few sjcres of land around it, which are juft enough 
to amufe, but not to employ him. To a man of the 
literary turn that Tranquillus is, it is fufficient 
if he have but a fmall fpot to relieve the mind and 
divert the eye, where he may faunter round his 

grounds, 
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grounds, traverfe his finglc walk, grow familiar 
with his two or three vines, and count his little 
plantations. I mention thefe partitulars, to let 
you fee how much he will be obliged to me, as I 
fliall be to yc>u, if you can help him to this conve- 
nient little box, at a price which he ftiall have no 
occafion to repent, FareweL 



THE 
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ginius Rufus. He lived thirty years in the fall en- 
joyment of the higheft reputation j and as he had 
the fatisfa&ion to fee his actions celebrated by poets, 
and recorded by hiftorians, he feems even to have 
anticipated his fame with pofterity. He was thrice 
railed to the dignity of Conful ; that he who b re- 
fufed to be the firft of princes, might at lead be 
the higheft of fubjeds. As he efcaped the refent- 
ment of thofe emperors to whom his virtues had 
given umbrage and even rendered him odious, 
and ended his days when this beft of princes, 
this e friend of mankind, was in quiet pofieffion 
of the empire > it feems as if Providence had pur- 

pofely 

* At the time of the general defection from Nero, Virgini- 
as * as at the head of a very powerful army in Germany, which 
had preffed him, and even attempted to force him, to accept the 
title or tmperor. But he conftantly refufed it : adding, that he 
would not even fuffer it to be given to any perfon but whom 
the fenate mould eiedh With this army he marched againft 
Vindex, who had put himfelf at the head of 100,000 Gauls, 
and having come up with iiim, gave him battle, in which Vin- 
dex was flam, and his forces entirely defeated. After this vic- 
tory, when Nero's dtath was known in the army, the foldiera 
renewed their application to Virginius to accept the imperial 
dignity ; and tho' one of the tribunes rumed into his tent, and 
threatened that he fhouid either receive the empire, or bis /word 
thro* bis body, he refolutely per filled in his former fentiments. 
jBut as fcon as the news of Nero's death was confirmed, and 
that the fenate had declared for Galba, he prevailed with the 
army, though with much difficulty, to fupport that prince. 
Plutarch, in Galb. 

c The juftnefs of this glorious title, the friend ofmamkindp 
which our author here gives to Nerva, is confirmed by> the 
concurrent testimony of all the historians of thefe times. That 

excellent 
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pofely preferved him to thcfe times, that he might, 
receive the honour of a public funeral. He calmly 
expired in the 84th year of his age, univerfally 
eftcemed and revered * and had enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted ftate of health during his whole life, ex- 
cepting only a paralytic tremour in his hands, which 
however was attended with no pain. His laft fick- 
nefs, indeed, was fevere and tedious -, but even that 
circumftance contributed to render his charafter the 
more laudable. As he was preparing to return his 
public acknowledgments to_the emperor, who had 
raifed him to the confullhip, a large volume which 
he accidentally received at that rime, too weighty 
for a feeble old man, flipp'd out of his hands. In 
haftily endeavouring to recover it, the pavement 
being extremely flippery, he fell down and broke 
his thigh-bone ; which frafture as it was un- 
(kilfully fet at firft, and having befides the infir- 
mities of age to contend with, could never be 
brought to unite again. The funeral obfequies paid 
to the memory of this great man, have done ho- 
nour to the emperor, to the prefent age, and even 
to eloquence herfelf. The conful Cornelius Tacitus 
Vol. I. E pro- 



excellent emperor's (hort, reign feems indeed to have been 
00 e uninterrupted feries of generous and benevolent a&ions ; 
and be ufed to exprefs the iatisfattion he felt of being con- 
fcious that he had not committed a fingle a& which could 
give jaft offence to any man. pion, 1. 63, 
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pronounced his funeral oration : and thus the feries 
of his felicities was completed by the public ap- 
plaufe of a moft eloquent orator. He died full of 
years and of glory, as illuftrious by the honours he 
refufed,; as by thofe he accepted. Still however, 
he will be miffed and lamented by the world, as 
the fhining model of a better age j efpecially by 
myfelf, who not only admired him as a patriot, 
but loved him as a friend. We were natives of 
the fame province, and of neighbouring towns, and 
our eftates alfo were contiguous. Befides thefc ac- 
cidental connexions, he was likewife left guardian 
to me ; and indeed he always treated me with the 
affe&ion of a parent. Whenever I offered jny* 
felf a candidate for any employment in the ftate, 
he conftantly fupported me with his intereft -, and 
altho' he had longfince renounced all offices of this 
nature, he would kindly give up the repofe of his. 
retirement and come in perfon to give me his fuf- 
frage. At the feafon of the year when it is cuftomary 
for the priefts to nominate fuch as they judge wor- 
thy to be received into their facred d office, he con- 
ftantly propofed me. Even in his laft ficknefs I 
received a diftinguifhing mark of his affedion: 

for, 

* Namely of Augurs. *» This college, as regulated by 
f * Sylla, confided of fifteen, who were all perfons of the firlt 
<' ditfinftion in Rome: it was a priefthood for life, of a charac- 
« ter indelible, which no crime or forfeiture could efface ; it 

** was 
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for, being apprefienfive he might be appointed 
by the fenate one of the five commiffioners 
to reduce the public expences, he fixed upon 
me, young as I am, to carry his excufes, in pre- 
ference to fo many other friends of fuperiour 
age and dignity ; and in a very obliging manner 
allured me, that had he a fon of his own, he would 
neverthelefs havrf employed me in that office. 
Have I not caufe then to lament his death, as 
if it were immature, and thus pour out the fulnefs 
of my grief into the bofom of my friend ? if 
indeed it be reafonable to grieve upon this oc- 
cafion, or to efteem that event death, which, to 
Jucb a man, is rather to be looked upon as the 
period of his mortality than the end of his life. 
He lives, my friend, and will continue to live for 
ever* and his fame will fpread farther, and be 
more celebrated by mankind, now that he is re- 
moved from their fight, I had many other 
things to write to you, but my mind is too full of 
the prefent fubjeft, to turn it to any. other. . Vir- 
ginius is conftantly in my thoughts ; the vain but; 
lively impreflions of him are continually before 
my eyes, and I am for ever fondly imagining that 
£ 2 I hear 



" was necefiary, that every candidate fhould be nominated 
u to the people by two Augurs, who gave a folemn teftimony 
" upon oath of hit dignity and fitaeis for that office*" Mid* 
dlctoo'a life of Cic. vi 529. 
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I hear him, converfc with him, and embrace him. 
We have ftill, perhaps, fome citizens amongft us 
who may rival him in virtue, and fome may here- 
after rife i but not one, I am perfuaded, that will 
ever equal him in glory. Farewel. 



LETTER II. *o Pauliwvs. 

I AM inclined to be angry with you : I am not 
quite fure I have reafon, but angry however 
I am. Love, you know, is apt to be capricious, 
is frequently ungovernable, and ever jealous. The 
occafion of this my wrath is great, you muft allow, 
were it juft : yet taking it for granted that it is, 
I anv vehemently angry at your long filence. 
Would you fbften my refentment ? Let your letters 
for the future be very frequent, and very longj 
I (hall excufe you upon no other terms : and as 
abfence from Rome, or engagement in bufinefs, 
is a plea I can by no means admit; fo that of ill 
health, may the Gods avert ! As for myfelf, I am 
enjoying at my villa the alternate pleafures of 
ftudy and indolence $ thofe happy privileges of 
uninterrupted leifure ! Farewel. 



LET- 



BooklL OF PLINY. 6 9 

LETTER III. To Nbk*« 

WE had received .very advantageous accounts 
of Ifieus, before his arrival; but he \% 
foieriour to all that was reported of him. He 
pofieffes the utmoft facility and copioufiiefi of ex- 
preffion, and his unpremeditated le&ures have all 
the corre&nefs and elegance of the moft ftudied 
and elaborate compofition. He delivers them in the 
Greek language, or rather the genuine Attic. Has 
exordiums are polite, eafy, and harmonious ; and, 
when the fubjeft requires, folemn and majeftic. He 
gives his audience liberty to call for any queftion 
they pleafe, and fometimes even to name what 
fide of it he (hall take ; when immediately he rifes 
up in all the graceful attitude of an orator, and 
enters at once into the difcuffion with furprizing 
fluency. His reflexions are folid, and cloathed in 
the choiceft expreflions, which prefent theipfclves 
to him without the leaft hefitation. The cafe and 
ftrength of his moft unprepared difcouries plainly 
difcover that he has been very convcrfent in the beft 
authors, and much accuftomed to compofe him- 
felf. He opens the topick with great propriety ; his 
ftile is clear, his reafoning ftrong, his infcrencesjuft, 
and his figures are both graceful and fublime. In a 
word, he at once inftru&s, entertains, wd affe&s 

E 3 youj 
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you; and he poflefles each of thofc powers in fo emi- 
nent a degree, that you are at a lofs to determine in 
which he moft excels. His arguments are formed 
with all the ftrength and clofenefs of the ftri&eft 
logic: a point not very eafy to attain even, in ftodied 
compo£tk>n8. His memory is fo extraordinary, 
that he will repeat what he has before delivered ex- 
tempore, without lofing a fingle word. This won* 
derful faculty he Has acquired by great application 
and praftice ; for his whole time is fo devoted to 
fubjefts of this nature, that he thinks and talks of 
nothing elfe. Tho' he is above fixty- three years 
of age, he ftill chcofes to continue in this pro- 
feffion; than which it muft be own'd, none 
abounds with men of more merit, fimplicity and 
integrity. We who are converfant in the real 
contentions of the bar, unavoidably contract a cer- 
tain petulance, how contrary foever to our natural 
tempers ; but the bufinefs of the fchools, as it turns 
merely upon fi&itious caufes, affords an employ- 
ment not only unapt to excite the angry paffions, 
but particularly agreeable to thofe who are ad- 
vanced in years, efpecially as nothing can be more 
defirable at that period of life, than to enjoy thofe 
rational fatisfaftions which were the moft pleafing 
occupations of our youth* I look therefore upon 
Jfaeus, not only 3s the moft eloquent, but the 
moft happy of men * as I (hall efteem you the 

moft 



BookIL OF PLINY. 71 

moft infenfible, if you fhould appear to flight hi* 
acquaintance. Let me prevail with you then to 
come to Rome, if not upon my account, or any 
other caufe, at leaft for the pleafure of hearing this 
extraordinary perfon. Do you remember to -have 
read of a certain inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, 
who was fo ftruck with the illuftrious charadler of 
Livy, that he travelled to Rome on purpofe to 
fee that great genius ; and, as foon as he had fa- 
tisfied his curiofity, returned home ? A man muft 
have a very illiberal, and incurious (I had almoft 
(aid a very infenfible) call of mind, not to think 
whatever relates to a fcience fo entertaining, fo 
noble and fo elegant, worthy of his attention. 
You will tell me, perhaps, you have authors in 
your own ftudy, equally eloquent. I allow it; 
and chofe authors you may perufe at any time, 
but you cannot always have an opportunity of 
being an auditor of Ifaeus. Bejides, we are infi- 
nitely more affefted with what we hear, than what 
we read. There is fomething in the voice, the 
countenance, the a habit, and the gefture of the 
E 4 fpeaker, 

* The ancients thought every thing that concerned an ora- 
tor, worthy of their attention, even to his very drefs. Ovid 
mentions, the habit y as well as the air and mien of Germanicus, 
as expreffive of his eloquence : 

Bum fi lensadftat,ftatus eft vuhufque di/erti, 

Spemqut decens dog* <vocis ami&us habit. De Pont 1. 2.5. 

fire 
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fpeaker, that concur in fixing an impreffion upo* 
the mind, and give this method of inftru&ioit 
greatly the advantage of any thing one can receive 
from books. This at leaft was the opinion of JEf- 
chines, who having read to the Rhodians a fpeech 
of Demofthenes, which they loudly applauded ; 
tut boWy faid he, would you have been affeBted % 
bad you heard the orator hitnjelf thundering out 
this Jublime harangue? ^Efchines, if we may be- 
lieve Demofthenes, had great force and dignity of 
utterance \ yet, you fee, he could not but confefs 
it would have been a confiderable advantage to the 
oration, if it had been pronounced by the author 
himfelf, in all the ftrength and energy of his powerful 
elocution. What I aim at by this, is, to perfuade 
you to hear Ifaeus $ if for no other reafon, at leaft 
that you may have it to fay you once heard him, 
Farewel. 



LET* 



Ere yet he fpeaks, the orator is feen 
In all the eloquence of garb and mien. 

And the author of the dialogue de Orat. 39. goes To far as 
to anlgn the ufe of a certain confined garment then in vogue, 
among the reafons which gave a check to the ancient fpirit of 
eloquence ; as the judicious Quincilian thought it deferring 
his pains, to lay down very prectfe rules upon the article of 
his orator's garments. Vid. Inft. Or At. L 1 1. 3. 
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LETTER IV. JaCalvina. 

IF your father had left fevcral creditors, or in* 
deed a fingle one except myfelf, you might 
juftly, perhaps, fcruple * to enter upon his eftate, 
which, with fuch encumbrances, might prove a 
burthen too heavy even for one of our fex to un-e 
dertake. But fince, out of regard to the affinity 
that fubfifted between us, I was contented to 
remain the only perfon unfatisfied who had any 
demand upon the eftate, while other creditors, I 
will not fay more importunate, but certainly more 
cautious, were paid offj and as I contributed 
100,000 b fefterces towards your marriage portion, 
over and above the fum your father charged upon 
this eftate for your fortune, which may be efteemed 
my-gift too, as it was to be paid out of a fund 
before appropriated to me — When you confider 
thefe inftances of my friendfhip, you can want no 
ftronger pledge that you will find me an ealy 
creditor. In this confidence you lhould not 
fcruple to enter upon your inheritance, and by 
that means protcft the memory of your father 
from the reproach of dying infolvent. But that 

I may , 

• By the ancient Roman law, the heir, if he entered upon 
the eftate, was liable to the debts of the teftator or anccitor, 
even tho* the eftate were not fufficient to pay them* 

* About 800 1. of oar money. 
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I may give you a more fubftantial encourage- 
ment than mere words, I entirely acquit you 
of the debt he owed me. Do not hefitate to 
receive this prefent at my hands, upon the fup- 
pofition that I can ill fpare fo large a fum. It is 
true, my revenue is but moderate : the expences 
•which the dignity of my ftation requires are con- 
fiderable ; while the yearly income of my eftate, 
from the nature and circumftances of it, is as 
uncertain as it is fmall ; yet what I want in wealth 
I make, up by oeconomy, the fureft fource that 
fupplies my bounty. I muft be cautious, no doubt, 
not to exhauft it by too much profufion ; but it is 
a caution which I (hall obferve towards others : , 
with refpeft to yourfelf, reafon will juftify my 
liberality, tho* it fhould overflow its proper 
bounds. Farewel. 



LETTER V. <T<? Lupbrcus. 

I Send you at laft the piece you have fb often 
defired, and which I have as frequently pro- 
mifed, but it is a part only; the remainder I 
am ftill polifliing. In the mean while I thought, 
there would be no impropriety in laying before 
you fuch portions as were moft corred. I beg 
you to read it with the fame attention that I 

wrote 
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wrote it ; for I never was engaged in any work that 
required fo much. In my former Jpeeches, dili- 
gence and integrity only were required; in the 
prefent, I had to manifeft my patriotifm. But while 
I dwelt with pleafure upon the honour of my na- 
tive country, and endeavoured not only to fup- 
port its rights, but heighten its glory ; my ora- 
tion fwelled infenfibly. However I requeft you to 
abridge even thofe favourite topics, wherever you 
find it neceflary ; for when I confider the faftidious 
delicacy of my readers, I am fenfible the fureft 
recommendation I can have to their favour, is by 
the (hortnefsofthe trouble I give them. But at the 
fame time that I abandon my performance to your 
utmpft feverity in this inftaiice, I muft afk quar- 
ter for it in feveral others. Some confideration 
ought to be had to the tafte of young people, cfpe- 
cially where the fubjeft admits of it. In view to 
this, I have given myfelf a latitude in defcribing 
thofe places which are frequently mentioned in this 
performance ; and have ventured to treat them not 
only hiftorically, but poetically. If any auftere critic 
fhould take offence at this liberty, and think it too 
florid for the gravity of this fort of compofition; the 
other parts of the oration will, I truft, fatisfy hii fe- 
verity, and obtain indulgence for thefe its gayer co- 
lourings. I have, indeed, endeavoured to gain my 
feveral readers by adapting my ftyle to their different 

turns. 
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turns. And tho' I am afraid there arc fome paflages 
that will difpleafe particular perfons, as not falling 
in with their peculiar taftej yet, upon the whole, its 
variety, I truft, will recommend it in general : as at 
an elegant entertainment* tho' we do not, perhaps, 
tafte of every difh, yet we may admire the general 
difpofirion of the whole ; and if we happen to meet 
with fome part of the fare which \*not to our palate, 
we are not the lefs pleafed however with what is. I 
am not fo vain as to pretend 1 have adually fur- 
nifhed out fuch collation j I would be only under- 
ftood to mean that I have made the attempt : and 
perhaps not altogether without fuccels, if you 
will exercife your (kill upon what I now and 
(hall hereafter fend. You will tell me, J know, 
that you can form no certain judgment till you fee 
the whole. There is fome truth in this, I confefs : 
ucrerthelefs, for the preftnt you may acquaint 
yourfelf with this detached part, wherein you will 
find fome things, perhaps, that will bear a feparate 
examination. If you were to be fliewn the head, or 
any other part of a ftatue, tho* you could not deter- 
mine what proportion it bore to the entire figure, 
yet you would be able to judge of the elegancy of 
that particular member. From what other principle 
is it that fpecimens of books are handed about, bat 
that it is fuppofed the beauties of particular portions 
may be difcerned without viewing their relation to 
5 the 
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the whole ? — The pleafure I receive in converting 
with you has carried me a greater length than I 
intended. But I flop here ; for it is not reasona- 
ble that I, who am for fetting bounds even to a 
Speech, fhould fet none to a letter. Farewel* 

LETTER VI. ToAvitv*. 

IT would be a long ftory, and of no great 
importance to tell you by what accident I 
fupped lately with a perfon with whom I am by no 
means intimate, and who in his own opinion treated 
us with much fplendid frugality ; but according to 
mine, in a fordid, yet expenfive manner. Some 
very elegant dilhes were ferved up to himfelf and 
a few more of us ; while thofe which were placed 
before the reft of the company were extremely 
cheap and mean. There were in fmall bottles, three 
different forts of wine ; not that the guefts might 
take their choice, but that they might not have an 
option in their power. The beft was for himfelf 
and his friends of the firft rank j the next for thofe 
of a lower order, (for, you muft know, he mea- 
sures out his friendfliip according to the degrees of 
quality) and the third for his own and his guefts 
fieed-men. One who fet near me took notice of 
this circumftance, and aiked me how 1 approved 

of 
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of it? Not at all I replied. Pray then, faid 
he, what is your method on fuch occafions ? 
Mine, I returned, is to give all my vifitors 
an equal reception: for when I make an invi- 
tation, it is to entertain, not to dtflinguifby my 
company: I fct every man upon a level with 
myfelf whom I admit to my table, not ex- 
cepting even my freed-men, whom I look upon 
at thofe times to be my guefts, as much as any of 
the reft. At this he exprefled fome furprize> 
and afked if I did not find it a very expenfive 
method ? I allured him, not at all ; and that 
the whole fecret lay, in being contented to drink 
no better wine myfelf than I gave to others. 
And certainly if a man is wife enough to moderate 
his own luxury, he will not find it fo very charge- 
able a thing to entertain all his vifitors in general* 
as he does himfelf. Reftrain the delicacy of your 
own palate within proper bounds, if you would be 
an ceconomift in good earned : You will find tem- 
perance a much better mode of faving expences> 
than fuch reproachful diftinftions. It were pity a 
young man of your excellent difpofition fhould be 
impofed upon by the immoderate luxury which 
prevails at fome tables, under the falfe notion of 
frugality : whenever any folly of this nature fall* 
within my obfervation, I {hall, in confequence 
of that affe&ion I bear you, point it out to you as 

an 
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an example which you ought to fhun. Remem- 
ber therefore, nothing is more to be avoided than 
this modern alliance of luxury with fordidnefs ; 
qualities extremely odious when exifting in diftindfc 
charadters, but much more when they meet in the 
lame perfon. Farewel, 

LETTER VII. ToMacrinus. "" 

THE fenate decreed yefterday, at the re- 
commendation of the emperor, a trium- 
phal ftatue to Veftricius Spurinna j not as to many 
others who never faw a field of battle, or heard the 
found of a trumpet, unlefs at a fhew -, but as to one 
who by his martial virtues has juftly merited that 
honour. Spurinna by the power of his arms re- 
ftored the king of the * Brudteri to his throne : and 
thifc by a victory of all others the mod noble; 
for he ftruck fuch a terror into that warlike 
people, that they fubmitted at the very fjrft 
view of his troops. But at the fame time that 
the fenate rewarded him as a hero, they confidered 
him as a father ; and to confole him for the lofs of 
his ion Cottius, who died during his abfence 
upon that expedition, they voted likewife a ftatue 
to that excellent youth: a very unufual honour 

for 

* A people of Germany, fuppofed to have inhabited the 
ooantry about Rees and Emcrick, in the dutcby of Clevcs, 
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for a perfon of his early years ; but the fervices of 
the father well deferved that "the pain of fo feverc 
a wound fhould be foothed by no common balm. 
Indeed Cottius himfelf gave fo remarkable a fpe- 
cimen of the nobleft qualities, that it is but rea- 
fonable his life, which had fo fhort a period, (hould 
be extended, as it were, by this kind of immorta- 
lity. The purity of his manners, and the dignity 
of his behaviour created him fuch general refpedt 
that he has a juft claim to equal thole venerable 
perfons in honour, whom he rivaled in virtue ; an ho- 
nour if I miftake not, conferred not only to perpe- 
tuate the memory of the deceafed youth, and in con- 
folation to the furviving father, but for the fake of 
public example. The young men of this age will 
be hence encouraged to cultivate every worthy 
principle, when they fee fuch diftinguilhing re- 
wards bellowed upon one of their own years : at 
the fame rime that men of quality will rejoice in 
having a numerous iffue, while they may expert 
the fatisfaftion of leaving a worthy race, if their 
children fhould furvive them j or fo glorious a con- 
folation, if they Ihould furvive their children. For * 
the fake of the public, therefore, I am glad that a 
ftatue is decreed to Cottius : and fo indeed I am 
for my own ; for I loved this accomplifhed youth 
as ardently, as I now tenderly regret him. It 
will be a great fatisfa&ion to me to fee this 

figure 
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figure as I may ocafionally pais by, and to flop 
fometimes to contemplate it. If there is a pleafute 
in looking upon the pi&ures of departed friends in 
our own houfe, how much more upon thofe public 
reprefentations of them, which are not only memo- 
rials 'of their air and countenance, but of their 
glory and honour ? Farewel. 

LETTER VIII. ^Caninivs. 

HOW is my friend employed ? Is it in the 
pleafures of ftudy, or in thofe of the field? 
Or does he unite a both, as he well may, on the 
banks of our favourite b Larius? The filh in that 
noble lake will fupply you with fport of that kind; 
as the furrounding woods wiU afford you game; 
while the folemnity of that fequeftered fcene will at 
the fame time difpofe your mind to contemplation* 
Whether you are engaged with fome only, or with 
each of thefe agreeable amufements, far be it that 
I fhould fay I envy you 5 but I muft- confefi, I 
greatly regret that I alfo cannot partake of (hem: 
a happinefs I long for as earneftly as a man in a 
fever for drink to allay his thirft, or for baths 
and fountains to afiuage his heat. But if it be 
Vol. I. F not 

* B. 1. Let 6. in not. 

* Now called Lago di Como, in the Milaneze. Comura, 
the place where Phny was born, and near to which Caninius 
had a cowitry hoofc, was fituatcd upon the border of this lake. 
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i>crt given mc to fee a conclufion of thefc unpleafant 
occupations ; fhsdl I never at leaft break loofe from 
thorn ? Never, indeed, I rpugh fear -, for new affairs 
are daHy riljupg, while the former ftill remain unfi- 
nifljtfd: fuch an endlefs train of Jbufinefs is conti- 
jru^lljr ppefling upon me, and riveting my, chains 
ftill feftcr! Farcwel. 

LETTER IX. T* Apoeunarm. 

I AM extremely anxioys for the fuccefs of 
the petition, which Euritius has prefented to 
the fenate; and I feel far my friend, what I never 
fdt ibr ffiyfelf. My credit and character are, in- 
deed, in fome meafure at flake. I obtained for 
him of Caefar the honour of wearing the * jL&iclavt, 
and aifc, *ftc oflSce of Quaeftor* as it is by tny in- 
jewft too that Jae is indulged with the privilege pf 
[petitioning for the Tribunate: which if thefenate 
IJlQuld , retfqfe him, I am afraid it will be thought 
I impofed upon the qncyperor. I muft therefore, in 
•iqppoirt of my own.char^qf", endeavour that jhe 
judgment of jbe public m^y ,cpn(&tm the opinion 
jjtfiif h Csefar -has . cqpeeived xtf hirp, by my re- 

prefentapon. 

• The Laticlavc was fotre honourable diftfn&ion peculiar, in 
the times of the repablic, to the fenators; but whether a par- 
ticular fort of garment, or only.^n ornament* upon it; the 
critics are' not agreed. -TJio 4 £he more general opinion is, 
that it was a broad ftripe of purple, fewed upon the fore pan 
of their tunic, and ran round the jniddte.cf the faeaft. 
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prefentation. But if I were not for thefc rcafons 
obliged to intcrril Biyfejf in the fuccefs of Euritius, 
yet his probity, good fenfe, and learning, would 
incline me to affift him with my utmQft pow^r; 
ds, indeed, he and his whole family are deferv- 
ing of the higheft commendation. His father, Euri- 
tius ClarUs, is a man of drift honour and antient 
limplictty of manners; and not only an able, elo^ 
quent, and experienced advocate, but defends every 
cauft he undertakes, with a courage and integrity no 
^ lefs to l)is hb.nour than his lingular inodefty. Sep- 
titius, his uncle, is one of themoft plain, open, fin-* 
cere, pnd candid men I' ever knew. 'There^is k 
friendly contention amongft them who fhafl 'ftiew 
ipe nxoffiafFeftioni' which- 1 am peirfuaaed tfiejr 
all equally feel for me. I have now an opportunity 
of obliging the whole family, in the fihgle perfon of 
Euritius: accordingly I folicit all my friends with 
the utmoft earneftnefs, apply to them at' their 
own houfes, and every 'place of public refort, in k 
word, exert my whole power and credit id jervc 
iiirn. I 'muft beg' of youlikewife to take fopot 
(hare of this trouble with me: I will retvra 
you the fame good office whenever you (hall 
require It, and* even without your requfeft. As 
you. haver -many friends, admirers, arid. depen- 
dents i " it '.is Jbuij {hewing yourfejf a w^f-wimer to 
Euritius in :I this ' affair, and numbers wflfbc rpady 
to fecofid your inclinations, Fafewd. ' : K ' M ' • 

, -J£ z LET- 
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LETTER X. ft Octavics. 

YO U arc certainly a moft obftinate, I had al- 
moft faid a mod cruel man, thus to with- 
hold from the world fuch excellent compofitions! 
JJow long do you intend to deny your friends the 
plcafure, and yourfclf the glory, of your poetical 
performances? Suffer them, I entreat you, to 
come abroad, and to be admired - 9 as admired they 
undoubtedly will be where-ever the Roman lan- 
guage is undcrftood. The public has for fomc 
time eameftly expe&ed them ; and you ought not 
tq difappoint or mortify its impatience any longer. 
Some few poems of yours have already, contrary 
to your, inclinations indeed, broke their pri- 
son and efcaped to light: thefe if you do not 
colled together, fome perfon or other will claim 
the agreeable wanderers as their own. Re* 
member, my friend, the mortality of hunaan 
nature, and that tWe is nothing fo likely to 
"prefcrve^yqur-name, as a monument of this kinds 
all others are as frail and perifhable as the men 
whpfe memory they pretend to perpetuate. You 
will fay, I fuppofe, as ufual, Lei my friends fee fo that* 
K4ay you; find many whofe care, fidelity, and erudi- 
tion render them able and willing to undertake fo 
qonfiderable a charge! But furely it is not alto- 
getKcf ^pnidenj in any man to cxpeft froxb, others, 
. ■ ~ ' what 
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what be will not do for himfelf. However, as 
to the publication/ 1 will prefs you no farther'; 
be that when you (hall think proper. But let me, 
at lead, prevail with you to recite them, that you 
may be the more dtfpofed to fend them abroad, 
from the very flattering reception which I may 
venture to atture you they will receive from the 
affembly. I pleafe myfelf with . imagining the 
crowd, the admiration, the applauie, and even the 
filence that will attend your recital : for the filence 
of an audience, when it proceeds from an earneft 
defire of hearing, is as agreeable to me as the 
loudeft approbation. Do not then, by this un- 
reafonable delicacy, deny yourfelf any longer the 
very defirable and certain fruit of your ftudics: if 
you fhould, the world, I fear, will be apt to charge ' 
you with idlenefs and indolence, or, perhaps, 
with timidity. FareweL 

LETTER XI. Sft Arrjanus. 

YO V take pleafure, I know, in a relation of 
any thing that is traqfa&cd in the fenate, 
worthy of that auguft afiembly : for tho' love of 
eafe has led you into retirement, your heart (till 
retains its zeal for the majeftyof the commonwealth 
Accept then the following account of wh»t lately 
pjUTcd in that venerable body : a tranfaftjon fbj e vqj 
F 3 memorable 
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memorable by its importance, arid not oMy rcnUrit- 
ablc by the quality of the peffon Concerned, but 
ufeftil by the feverity of die example. Marius 
Prifcus, formerly Proconful of Africa, being inh- 
peachcd by that province, inftead of entering upon 
his defence, petitioned that a commiffion of fcleft 
judges might be appointed for his tryah Cor* 
nclius Tacitus and myfelf, being afligrfed by the 
fenate couftfel for that province, thought it our 
duty to inform the houfe, that the crimes aliedged 
againft Prifcus, were of too atrocious a nature 
to fall within the cognizance of art inferior 
court : for he was charged with venality in the 
adminiftration of juftice, and even of taking mo- 
ney to pa& fentence of death upon perfons per- 
fectly innocent. Fronto Catius rofe in his be* 
half, and moved that die whole enquiry tfnghtbe 
confined to the Gngle article of bribery; delay- 
ing upon this occafion all the force of that pa- 
thetic eloquenc.e he is mafter o£ in order to raife 
the compaffion of the fenate. The debates grew 
warm, and the members were much divided in 
their ftntiments. Some were of opinion, that it was 
a matter which did not legally come under the dif- 
cuffioA' off the fenate: others, that the houfe was at 
liberty ' to 'ptoceed tiptfii it, or not, as Jt fhould fee 
proper rand that none of his different crimes ought 
to feft^fe tttfc hanfl'tjF juftrce. At lift Jtriftfs Fero*, 
.-.: § ; the 
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the confbl ele&; z man- of great worth and in- 
tegrity, propofed tfcfet judges fhould be granted 
him provifionally, and in the meatv while, that 
thofe perfons Ihould be proceeded agsinft/to 
whom it was alledged he bad fold irmocent bfobd. 
Not only the majority of the fenate gave into* tha 
opinion; but, after all the contention that had 
been raifed, it was generally adopted. I could 
not but obferve, upon this occasion, that lemi* 
ments of companion, tho* they at firft operate 
with great force, give way at laft to the cool 
dt&ates of reafbn and rcftaftion -, and that numbers 
will fupport an opinion by joining in the general 
voice, which they would never fingly and delibe- 
rately defend. The faft is, there is no difcerning 
the right fide of a qucftion amidft -the confuted 
clamours of a crowds one muft lonfider it apart, 
if one would view it in its true light. Vitellius 
Horioratus, and Flavius Martianus, the perfons 
who were ordered to be fummoned, were brought 
before the houfe. Hondratus was charged with 
having given three hundred thousand b feftcrces 
to procure a fentence of banifhment againft a Ro- 
man knight, as alfo the capital convi&ion offerer* 
of his Bends. Againft Martiartus k wa* alledged, 
that he gave (even Hundred thoufand% in order tb 

F 4 procure 

* About 1400!. of oar mone^. 

♦ About 5$ooL of oar money. 



tft THE LETTERS BooklL 

procure another perfon to be condemned to fuffer 
various tortures-, which were accordingly infli&ed, 
and the unhappy man was firft whipped, afterwards 
fent to work in the mines, and at lad ftrangled in 
prifon. But the death of Honoratus prevented the 
juftice of thefenate upon him. Martianus however, 
appeared, but without Prifcus. Tullius Cerealis, 
therefore, who had been formerly copful, thought 
proper to move, agreeably to his privilege as a fena- 
tor, that Prifcus might have notice of the bufmefs 
then before the houfe: whether it was becaufe he 
thought his being prefent would raifc more com- 
panion, or more refentment towards him; or be- 
caufe, as I am inclined to believe, he thought itmoft 
equitable, that as the charge was againft them both, 
fo they fiiould both join in the defence, and be ac- 
quitted or condemned together. The affair was ad- 
journed to the next meeting of the fenate, which 
proved the moft auguft and folemn I was ever prefent 
at. The emperor himfelf (for he was conful) prefi- 
ded. It happened likewife to be the month of Ja- 
nuary * : afeafop remarkable upon many accounts, 
and particularly for the great number of fenators 
it always brings together. Not only the impor- 
tance of the caufc, the noife it had made in the 
world, the expeftation that had been . railed by 

the 

» In this month the fcmal magiftratea entered opon -their 
refpe&ire offices, ' " * 
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the feveral adjournments, but that innate curio* 
fity in mankind to acquaint themfelves widi 
every thing remarkable and uncommon, drew 
the people from all parts* Figure to yourfelf die 
concern and anxiety which wp who were to fpeak 
before fuch an awful afiembly, and in the prefence 
of the prince, muft have felt 1 I have often pleaded 
in the fenate ; and indeed there is no place where 
I am more favourably heard j yet, as if the fcene 
had been entirely new to me, I found myfelf 
under an unufual diftrefe upon this occafion. Be- 
fides, there was fomething in the circumftances 
of the perfon accufed> which added confidently 
to the difficulties I laboured under : a man* once 
of confular dignity, and a member of the facred 
college* now flood before me (hipped of all hit 
honours. It was a painful office I thought, to ac- 
cufe one who appeared already condemned; and 
for whom therefore, tha' his crimes were enor- 
mous, compaffion took its turn, and feei!nedt6 
plead in his behalf. However, I coUeded mylelf 
enough to begin my fpeech; and the applaufc I 
received, was equal to the fears I had fufiered. I 
fpoke almoft five hours fucceffively, (for they in- 
dulged me above an hour beyond the time at firft 
allotted to me) and what at my firft letting out 
had moft contributed to raife my apprehenfions, 
pfoved in the event greatly to my advantage. The 
goodnefs, the care (I dare not fay the folicitude) of 

the 
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the emptier, were fo great towards me, that he fre- 
quently fpoke to one of my attendants, who ftood 
behind me, to defire me to fpare myfelf ; imagin- 
ing I ihouM £*ert my ftrength beyond what the 
weaknefs of my conftitution would admit. Clau- 
dius Marcellinus replied in behalf of Martiahus* 
After which the aflembly broke up till the next 
day ; for the e evening coming on, there was not 
time to proceed farther. The next day, Salvius Li- 
beralise a very clear, acute and fpirited orator, fpoke 
in defence of Prifcus: and he exerted all his talents 
upon this occafion, C. Tacitus replied to him in 
z ftrain of tte moft powerful eloquence, and with a 
certain dignity which diftinguilhcs all his fpeeches* 
Fronto Catius arofe up a fecond time in fiwrouf of 
Prifcus, and in a very impreffive fpeech endeavour- 
ed, as indeed the cafe required, rather to (often the 
judges, than defend his client. The evening com- 
ing on, the fenate proceeded no farther that day, 
but met the next, and entered upon the proofs. It 
was much to the honour of the fenate, and worthy 
of ancient Rome, thus to be adjourned only by 
the night, and then re-affemble for three days 

fucceffively. 

e . It was not lawful* fays one r of the commentators, for the 
feffate to aflembre before fun-rife*, nor t& continue after fun-fet, 
and quotes Geilius hi fopport ef this . opooion* Bat either chit 
cuflom was not received in Pliny's time, or Gdlius mult be 
underftood to Jnearr wfca* Mt. Kemret exprefsly fays, thac no 
decree of the fenate coold fafc, : after- fi*n-fet.. For that the 
houfe aclually fat after that timc^sap'pears from B. 4. Let. $ 
DUdt in no&em, at que ctiam no3e>iliaiit lucemis. 



BoofcIL OF 'FLINT. 9 i 

fucceffively. Th6 excellent Cornutus TertiHhis, 
conful eleft, ever firm ip the caufe of truth, 
moved that Marius (hould pay into the trea- 
sury the f 700,000 fefterces he had received, and 
be baniflied Italy. Tertullus was for extending 
the fentence ftitt farther with refpeft to Martianus, 
and propofes taat he fhoukl be banifted even from 
Africa. He concluded with adding, that Tacitus 
and I having faithfully and diligently difcharged the 
parts affigned to us, the fenate (hould declare, we 
had executed otir truft to their fatisfa&ion. The 
confuls eleft,and thofe who had already enjoyed that 
office, agreed with Tertullus, except Pompeius: he 
moved that Prifcus ftiould pay the feven hundred 
thoufaad fefterces into (he treafury, but foffer no 
other punilhtnent than what had been already in- 
ffi&ed upon him for « extortion : as for Martianus, 
he was for having him bahifhed during five years 
only.. There was a large party for both opinions, 
and perhaps the majority fecretly inclined to the 
milder fentence; for many of tho/e who appeared 
at fir ft to agree ttith Tertullus, feemed afterwards 
inclined to join with Pompeius, But upon a divi- 
fion of the houfe, all thofe who flood pear the 
confuls, went oven to the fide of Tertullus. This 

being 

1 Honoratas being dead, that part of the charge again ft 
Marias which related to his taking three hundred thoufaud 
fefterces of him, could not, it feems, be proved. 

I A forfeiture of four times the fum received. 
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being obferved by the party of Pompeius, they 
alfo deferted him in the fame manner; fo that 
he was extremely exafperated agaihft thofe who 
had urged him to this vote, particularly a~ 
gainft Rcgulus, whom he upbraided for aban- 
doning him in a ftep which he himfelf had 
advifed. Vhere is, indeed, fuch an inconfiftency 
in the general chara&er of Regulus* that he is at 
once both bold and timorous. Thus ended this 
important tryal; but there remains a confideraUe 
part of the bufinefs ftill behind. It is concerning 
Hoftilius Firminus, lieutenant to Marius Prifcus, 
who is ftrongly charged with being an accom- 
plice; as it appears by the account books of Mar* 
tianus, and by a fpeech which he made in an ai- 
fembly of the people at Leptis\ that he had exact- 
ed fifty thoufand 1 denarii ofMaraanus; that he 
was alio acceflary to the wicked adminiftration 
of Prifcus; and that he received ten thoufand k 
fefterces under the title of his perfumer: an office 
perfectly well adapted to this effeminate fop, who 
is all over effence and perfume. It was agreed, on 
the motion of Tertullus, to proceed againft him the 
% next 

* In Africa* 

1 About 1458 1. of our money. The Denarius was the chief 
fiWcr coin among the Romans. Mr Greaves (who, as Dr. 
Arbuthnot obferves, may be juftly reckoned a clailical author 
upon this fubjeft) has valued it at feven pence three farthings, 
[Tab. Coins, l.^fiut to avoid fra&ions, it is here colder ©4 
as only equivalent to feven pence Engljlh, 

k About 80 1. of our money. 
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next meeting of the fenate: for, either by accident 
or defign, he was at Chi* ' time abfent. 

Thus have I given you an account of what is 
doing in town. Let me kribw, in return, the 
news of the country: how yo&r ihrubs and your 
vineyards, your com and your delicate flocks of 
flicep flourifti? In a word, ifyou fhould not fend 
me a long letter, you mult expe& for the future to 
be punifhed in your own way, and to receive none 
but fhort oiies from me. Farcwel. 

LETTER XII. ftthe/am. 

TH E remaining part of the enquiry which 
I .mentioned to you in my former letter, 
concerning the affair of Prifcus, is at laft, I will 
not fajr terminated as it ought, however it is finish- 
ed. Fimrimis being brought before the fenatei 
made fuch a fort of defence as a man generally 
docs whois confeious of detcfted guilt. The con- 
fuls eledt Were much divided what fentehce to 
pafs. Cornutus Tertullus moved he fhould be 
expelled the fenate; but Nerva, with more 
artifice, proposed, that he fhould be only de- 
clared for ever incapable of holding the office 
of Proconful : and this, as it had the appearance of 
; a milder fentence, prevailed; tho' in truth it is 
of all others the moft fcvere. For can any fitaa- 
don be more wretched, than to be obliged to un- 
\ dergo 
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dergo jthe faggtfc of 4 jfoeifther of die folate, at 
the lame time that eqe 19 t»t off from all hopes 
of enjoying thofe Jtonwrs, to which a icnator is. 
entitled ? Aid ^fter having received fuch an igno- 
miny, were k not better to be for ever buried in 
retirement, rjjao to be .marked jout by fo confpi* 
cuous a fttfipp, to (he view and foofn of the.wqstd ? 
JJeGdes, tp corjfidt^r this with re(pp£bttithe public; 
tfhat can be more wbecaoiing the dignky of the 
fcnate, than to fofier a pe/fon to retain Jus feat in 
the houie, after having been publipkly cenfured by 
that auguft aflembly ? What can be more indecent 
than for the criminal to be ranked with bis jvdgpsi 
for a man excluded the Proconfqttfcip>fbeGaufe he 
jbehayed infamc>ufly as a a lieuteflfcnt, to fit in 
judgment upon Proconful*? for one prated guilty 
of extortion, to condemn or acquit othess of ficai- 
lar crime?? Yet thefe refleftion^* it fceros, made 
no impreflion upon the majority. Votes go by 
number, . not weighty nor c^n it.be otherwile 
in affemblies of this kind, whgre nothing is more ' 
unequal tb?n that equality which prevails inflbeim 
for tfto' every member has the fame right o££uf~ 
fragc, every ^member >has uot the fame -ibrengthof 
judgment to dirqft it. -» 

Ih^yc 

* The lieutenant accompanied the Pr oconful or governour, 
for the judging of inferior caufes, and the mtnagf agent of ajl 
froaller concerns, every thing of moment being referred to 
the immediate care of the governour. 
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I have thus diiefcarged the promife I gave you 
in my Uft letter, which by this time, I imagine, 
(unlets any accident fhould have befallen the mef- 
fenger) has reached your hands ; for I trufted the 
.conveyance to one, of whofc diligence and fide- ' 
Iky I am well affured. I hope you will now, on 
your part, make nje as full a return fox 1 this aqrt 
my former, as the fcene you are in will affortf. 
Farewei 



BETTER XIII. To Priscus. 

AS I know you gladly embrace every oppor- 
tunity of •bliging me, fo there is no man 
to whom I had rather be obliged. I apply to 
you, therefore, preferably to any other perfofl, for 
a favour vvJiich I am extremely defirous of obtains 
ing. You whp are commander in chief of a very 
CQjifiderable arnjy, have many opportunities of ex- 
ercifingyour generofity ; and che length of time you 
have enjoyed that poft, muft have enabled you to 
provide for all your own friends. . I hope you will 
now *urn your ,eyes upoq fome of mine ; tfcey aft 
but a few indeed, for whom I (hall folicit you; tho* 
your generous difpofition, I know, would be better 
pleafed if the nyjpber were greater. But it would 
ill become me tp trouble you with recommending 
■ * more 
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more than one or two : at prefent, I will pnly 
mention Voconius Romanus. His father was of 
' great diftin&ion among the Roman knights -, and 
his father-in-law, or, as I might more properly call 
him, his fecond father, (for his affectionate treat- 
ment of Voconius entitles him to that appellation) 
was ftill more confpicuous. His mother was one 
of the moft confiderabie ladies of Upper Spain: 
you know what character the people of that pro- 
vince bear, and how remarkable they are for the 
ftri&nefs of their manners. As for himfelf, he has 
been lately admitted into the facred order of Prieft- 
hood. Our friendfhip began with our ftudies, and 
we were early united in the clofeft intimacy. We 
lived together under the fame roof, both in 
town and country ; and he was a party in my 
moft ferious and my gayeft hours : where, indeed, 
could I have found a more faithful friend, or 
more agreeable companion ? In his converfation, 
and even in his very voice and countenance, 
there is the moft amiable (weetnefc; as at the 
bar he difcovers an elevated genius, an eafy and 
harmonious elocution, a clear and penetrating ap- 
prehenfrtn. He has fo happy a turn for * epifto- 

lary 



» It appears from this, and fome other paflages in thefe 
letters, that the art of epUblary writing was efteemed bj the 
Romans, in the number of liberal and polite accomplishments ; 

tad 
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lary writiftg, that were' you to read his letters, you 
would imagine they had been di&ated by the 
Mufes themfelves. I love him with a more than 
common affe<5tion % and I know he returns it with 

equal 

and we find Cicero mentioning with great pleafure, in fome 
of his letters to Attic us, the elegant fpecimen he had received 
from his Ton, of his genius in this way. [ad Att, 1. xv. i6, 17.] 
It feems indeed to have formed part of their education ; as in 
the opinion of Mr. Locke, it well deferves to have a (hare in 
ours. " The writing of letters (as that judicious author ob- 
" ferves) enters fo much into all the occafionsof life, that no 
" gentleman can avoid (hewing himfelf in compofitions of 
" this kind. Occurrences will daily force him to make this 
*' ufe of his pen, which lays open his breeding, his fenfc, 
" and his abilities, to a feverer examination than any oral 
« f difcourfe." [Treat, on Educ. 86.] Pliny was of the fame 
opinion ; for in a fubfequent t letter, wherein he lays down a 
method of ftudy to one who defired his fentiments upon that 
head, he particularly recommends to him performances of this 
kind. It is to be wondered we have fo few writers in our own 
language, who deferve to be pointed out as models upon fuch 
an occafion. After having named Sir William Temple, it 
would be difficult, perhaps, to add a fecond. The elegant 
writer of Mr. Cowley's life, mentions him as excelling in this 
uncommon talent; but as that author declares himfelf of opi- 
nion, " that letters which pafs between familiar friends,if they 
" are written as they (hould be, can fcarce ever be fit to fee 
" the light," the world is unluckily deprived of what, no 
doubt, would have been well worth its infpeelion. A late dif- 
txnguilhed genius treats the very attempt as ridiculous, " and 
" profefles himfelf a mortal enemy to what they call a fine 
" letter." His aver (ion however was not fo ftrong but he 
knew how to conquer it when he thought proper, and the 
letter which clofes his correfpondence with Bifhop Atterbury, 
is, perhaps, the mod genteel and manly add reft that ever was 
penn'd to a friend in difgrace. The truth is, a fine letter does 
not confift in faying fine things, but ex pre fling ordinary ones 
in an uncommon manner. It is the profrie communis dicer** 

Vol. L G the 

t B.7. Let 9. 
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equal ardour. Even in the earlier part of our 
lives, I warmly embraced every opportunity of 
doing him all the good offices which then lay in 
my power -> as I have lately obtained for him of 
the * emperor, the • privilege granted to thofe who 
have three children : a privilege which tho* Caefar 
very rarely bellows, and always with great caution, 
yet he conferred, at my requefl:, in fuch a manner, 
as to give it the air and grace of being bis own 
choice. The beft way of fhewing that I think 
he deferves the obligations he has already received 
from me, is, by cncreafing to them, efpecially 
as he always accepts my fervices with fo much 
gratitude as to merit farther. 

TJius I have given you a faithful account 
of Romanus, and informed you how thorough- 
ly I have experienced his worth, and how 

much 

the art of giving grace and elegance to familiar occurrences, 
that confHtutes the merit of this kind of writing, Mr? Gay's 
letter concerning the two lovers who were (truck dead with the 
fame flalh of lightning, is a mafter-piece of the fort; and the 
fpecimen he has there given of his' talents for this fpecies of 
composition, makes it much to be regretted we have not more 
from the fame hand : we might then have equalled, if not ex- 
celled oar neighbours the French in this, as we have in every 
Other branch of polite literature, and have found a name among 
our own countrymen to mention with the eafy Voitnre. 

b Trajan. 

« By a law pafled A. U. 762, it was ena&ed, that every 
citizen of Rome who had three children, ihould be excufed 
from all troublefome offices where he lived. This privilege 
the emperors fometimes extended to thofe who were not le- 
gally entitled to it. See Book 7. Let* 16, in not. & Book 10^ 
Let. 9£. in not. 
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much I love him. Let me intrcat you to ho- 
nour hifh with your patronage in a way (bit- 
able * to the generality of your heart, and the 
eminence of your ftation. But above all, admit 
him into a (hare of your affe&ionj for, tho* you 
were to confer upon him the utmoft you have in 
your power to beftow, you can give him noth&g fo 
valuable as your friendfhip : and that you may be 
allured he is worthy of it, even to the higheft 
degree of intimacy, I lend you this fliort (ketch of 
his character. I (hould continue my intercefllons 
in his behalf, but that I am perfuaded you do not 
require to be importuned, and I have already re- 
peated them in every line of this letter: for, to (hew 
a juft reafon for what one a(ks, is to intercede in 
the ftrongeft manner. Farewel. 

LETTER XIV. To Maximus. 

*VTOU guefled right; I am much engaged 
* in pleading before the Centumviri : but 
the bufinefs there, has more of fatigue than plea- 
fure. The caufes are generally of fmall mo* 
ment, and it is very (eldom that any thing con- 
fiderable, either from the importance of the 
queftion, or the rank of the perfons concerned, 
comes before them. There is another difagree- 
able circumftance attending it -, there are very 
few lawyers who frequent this Court, with whom I 

G % can 
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can take any* fort of fatisfaftion in being joined. 
The greater part is compofed of a parcel of impu- 
dent, obfeure young men, who come hither from 
declaiming in the fchools ; and behave with fo 
much irreverence and impropriety, that my friend 
Attilius well obferved, C€ our youth fet out at the 
" batf^with Centumviral caufes, as they do at the 
" academies with Homer " intimating, that in both 
places they begin where they (hould end. But in 
fonrier times (to ufe an old man's phrafe) it was not 
cuftomary for the youth, even of the beft families, to 
appear in this court, unlefs introduced by fome per- 
fon of Confular dignity : fuch was the refpeft which 
our anceitors entertained for this noble profeffion ! 
gut now, fince every fence of modefty and decorum 
is broken down, and all diftin&ions levelled and 
confounded, the youth of our days are fo far from 
waiting to be introduced, that they rudely rufli in 
uninvited. The audience that follow them are fit 
attendants upon fuch orators ; a low rout of hired 
mercenaries, aflembling themfelves in the middle of 
the court, where the dole is dealt round to them as 
openly, as if they were in a private dining room: and 
at this noble price they run from court to court! 
The Greeks have a name in their language for this 
fort of people, importing that they are applaudeis 
■by profeffion ; and we ftigmatize them with the op- 
probrious title of table-flatterers: yet the meanneis 
alluded to in both languages increafes every day. 

It 
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It was but ycftcrday two of my domeftic officers", 
mere ftriplings, were hired for this goodly piirpofe 
at the price of three b denarii: fuch is the eafy pur- 
chafe of Eloquence ! Upon thefe honourable terms, 
we fill our benches, and gather a circle; and thus it 
is thofe vociferous fhouts are raifed, when a man 
who ftands in the middle of the ring gives the 
word* For you muft know, thefe honeft fellows, 
who underftand nothing of what is faid, or, if they 
did, could not hear it, would be at a lofs, without a 
fignal, how to time their applaiife : for thole that do 
not hear a fyllable are as clamorous in their praifes 
as any of the reft. If at any time you fhould happen 
topafs by while the court is fitting, and would know 
the merit of any of our advocates,, you have no 
occafion to give yourfelf the trouble of liftening 
to them: take it for a rule, he that has the 
loudeft commendations, deferves them the leaft. 
Largius Licinius was the firft who gave rife to 
this cuftom; but then he went no farther than to 
foRcit an audience. I remember tb have heard 
my tutor Quin&ilian fay, that Domitius Afer, as 
he was pleading before the Centumviri in his 

G 3 ufual 



* In the original it is *ome*clatores, a kind of matter of 
the ceremonies, whofe buiinefs it was to announce the names of 
the clients and dependants as he fevcraily introduced them to 
the patron. 

* About one fhilling and eleven pence farthing of our 
money. 
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ufual grave and folerpn manner, heard on a fud- 
den a moft immoderate and unufual noifej 
being a good deal furprifed he left off: the cla- 
mour ceafed, and he began again: he was inter- 
rupted a fecond time, and a third. At laft he .en- 
quired who it was that was fpeaking ? He was told, 
Licinius. Alas ! faid he, Eloquence in this Court 
is no more! The truth is, it then only began to 
decline, when, in Afer's opinion, it no longer ex- 
iftcd; whereas now it is only almoft extind. I 
am afhamed to fay with what an unmanly tone 
the orators deliver themfelves, and with what a 
fqueaking applaufe they are received; nothing 
feems wanting to compleat this fing-fong oratory, 
but the claps, or rather the mufic of the ftage. 
The applaufe of the audience is exprefied by 
a kind of howling (for I can call it by no other 
term) which would be indecent even in the theatre. 
Hitherto the intereft of my friends, and the confi- 
dcration of my early time of life, have retained me 
in this court j as it would be thought, I fear, ra- 
ther to proceed from indolence than a juft indig- 
nation at thefe indecencies, were I yet to leave it: 
however, I go there lefs frequently than ufital, 
and am thus making a gradual retreat. Farewel, 
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LETTER XV. ?* Valerianus. 

HOW goes on your old cftatc at a Marfi ? 
and how do you approve of your new pur- 
chaie ? Has it as many beauties in your eye now, 
as before you bought it ? That would be extraor- 
dinary indeed ! for an objeft in pofieflion feldojn 
appears with the fame charms it had in purfuit. 
As for myfelf} the eftate left me by my mother 
ufes me but ill j however, I value it for her fake, 
and am, befides, grown callous by long fuffbring. 
Frequent occafions of complaint render one a- 
fhamed of complaining any more. _ 

LETTER XVI. 5fo Ankianus. 

YOU aft agreeably. to your ufual concern 
for my intereft, when you adrife me to con- 
fider the b codicil of Acilianus (who has appoint- 
ed me one of his co-heirs) as void, becaufe it 

G4 is 

a One of the ancient divifions of Italy, comprehending part 
of what is now called the farther Abruzzo. 

b A codicil, by the ancient civil law, was a lefs folemn kind 
of will ; wherein it was not neceflary to obferve fo &ri£fty the 
ceremonies prescribed by the law for a will. Bat no legacy 
given by a codicil was valid, unlefs confirmed by the will, 
which was efteemed its bafis. This, however, by later empe* 
rors, was altered. Vid. Jutt. Inft. T. 25. 1. z. 
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is not confirmed by his will. That the law in 
this cafe deems it invalid, I well know ; and it is 
a point of jurifprudence to which eventhofc who 
art ignorant of every other are ufually no ftrangers. 
But I have a law of my own, which 1 (hall always 
religioufly obferve j and that is, pundually to per- 
form the will of the dead, tho' it may want the 
cflential forms. This codicil, beyond all manner 
of doubt, is of Acilianus's own hand-writing : 
therefore, tho* it is not confirmed by his will, I 
fliall be guided by it as ftri&ly as if it were 5 efpe- 
*';ially as there is no danger that any villainous in- 
former can take advantage of this miftake. If in- 
deed there were any hazard, that what 1 give to the 
legatees in the codicil would be feized as forfeited 
to the ufe of the public, I fhould perhaps aft with 
more deliberation: but as the forfeiture in this 
cafe is merely for the benefit of the heir, and he 
may difpofe of what accrues to him as fuch, in the 
manner he thinks proper 5 nothing hinders, finee 
the law does not, my obferving that rule which I 
have laid down to myfelf. Farewel. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVII. ^Gallus. 



*VT O U are furprifed, it feems, that I ai 
of my * Laurentinum, or (if you lit 



am fo fond 
like the ap- 
pellation better) my Laurens: but you will ceafcto 
wonder, when I acquaint you with the beauty of 
the villa, the advantages of its fituation, and the 
extend ve profpeft of the fea-coaft. It is but feven- 
teen miles diftant from Rome; fo that having 
finifhed my affairs in town, I can pafs my evenings 

here 

* Pliny had no eftate round this feat, his whole pofleffions. 
here being included (as he informs us in B. 4, Let. 6.) in tfiis 
hoafe and gardens. It was merely a winter villa, in which he 
ufed to fpend fome of the cold months, whenever his bufi- 
nefs admitted of his abfence from Rome; and for this reaicm 
it is, that we find warmth is fo much confidered in the difpofi- 
tion of the feveral apartments, &c. And indeed he feems 
to have a principal view to its advantages as a winter houfe 
throughout the whole defcripdon of it. See Ca&el's villas of 
the ancients. 

Scarnozzi, in his ArchlttQ. Ltnivgrf. /. 3. 12. has given a 
plan and elevation of this villa. Monf. Felibien has alfo annex* 
ed a plan to his tranflation of this letter ; as oar own coun- 
tryman the ingenious Mr. Caftel has done in his villas oftbt 
ancients illujirated. But they d iffer extre mel y among themfel ves 
as to the difpofition of the feveral parts of this building, and per- 
haps have rather purfued the idea of modern architecture, than 
that which is traced out in their original ; at leaft, if the fuppo- 
iition advanced by one of the commentators upon this epiftle be 
true ; who contends, that the villas of the ancients were not one 
uniform pile of building contained under the fame roof, but 
that each apartment formed adiftinft and feparate member from 
the reft. The ruins of this villa are faid to have been difcover'd 
fome time about the year 17 14, but whether any plan was ever 
taken of fo valuable a remain of antiquity, or the reality of it 
ascertained, the tranilator has net been able to learn* 
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here without breaking in upon the bufinefs of the 
day. There are two different roads to it; if you 
go by that of Laurentum, you muft turn off at 
the fourteenth mile-ftone; if by Oftia, at the 
1 1 th. Both of them are in fome parts fandy, which 
makes it fome what heavy and tedious if you tra- 
vel in a carriage, but eafy and pleafant to thole who 
ride on horfe-back. The land/kip on all fides is ex- 
tremely divef fified, the profpeft in fome places 
being confined by woods, in others extending over 
large and beautiful meadows, where numberlefs 
flocks of fheep and herds of cattle, which the feverity 
of the winter has driven from the mountains, fit- 
ten in the vernal warmth of this rich pafturage. 
My villa is large enough to afford all defirable ac- 
commodations, without beingextenfive. The porch 
before it is plain, but not mean, thro* which you 
enter into a portico in the form of the letter D, 
which includes a fmall but agreeable area. This af- 
fords a very commodious retreat in bad weather, 
not only as it is inclofed with windows, but par- 
ticularly as it is fheltered by an extraordinary 
projection of the roof. From the middle of this 
portico you pafs into an inward court extremely 
pleafant, and from thence into a handfome halj 
which runs out towards the fea; fo that when 
there is a fouth- weft wind it is gently wafhed 
with the waves, which fpend themfelves at the 

foot 
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foot of it. On every fide of this hall there are 
cither folding-doors, or windows equally large, by 
which means you have a view from the front 
and the two fides, as it were of three different 
feas: from the back part you fee the middle 
court, the portico, and the area ; and by another 
view you look thro 9 the portico into the porch, 
frorjn whence the profpeft is terminated by the 
woods and mountains which are feen at a diftance. 
On the left-hand of this hall, fomewhat farther 
from the fea, lies a large drawing-room, and 
beyond that, a fecond of a fmaller fize, which 
has one window to the rifing and another to the 
fetting fun : this has likewife a profpeft of the 
fea, but being at a greater diftance, is lefs in- 
commoded by it. The angle which the projettion 
of the hall forms with this drawing room, retains 
and increafes the warmth of the fun ; and hither 
my family retreat in winter to perform their exer- 
cifes : it is fheltered from all winds except thofe 
which are generally attended with clouds, fo that 
ftothiRg can render this place ufelefs, but what at 
the lame time deftroys the fair weather. Conti- 
guous to this, is a room forming the fegimentofa 
circle, the windows of which are fo placed as to 
receive the fun the whole day : in the walls are 
contrived a fort of cafes, which contain a collec- 
tion of fuch authors whofe works can never be 
read too often. From hence you pafs into a bed- 
5 ' .chamber 
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chamber through a paffage, which being boarded 
and lufpcnded as it were over a ftove which runs 
underneath, tempers the heat which it receives 
and conveys to all parts of this room. The re- 
mainder of this fide of the houfe is appropriated 
to the ufe of my flaves and freedmen ; but moft 
of the apartments, however, are neat enough to 
receive any of my friends. In the oppofite wing, 
is a room ornamented in a very elegant tafte ; next 
to which lies another room, which, tho' large for 
a parlour, makes but a moderate difting-room ; it 
is exceedingly warmed and enlightened, not only 
by the dired rays of the fun,' but by their refle&ion 
from the fea. Beyond, is a bed-chamber, toge- 
ther with its ante-chamber, the height of which 
renders it cool in fummer ; as its being fheltered 
on all fides from the winds makes it warm in win- 
ter. To this apartment another of the fame fort is 
joined by one common wall. From thence you 
enter into the grand and fpacious cooling-room b be- 
longing to the bath c , from the oppofite walls of 
which two round bafons projeft, fufficiently large to 

fwim 



b ** The principal ufe of this room fcems to have been 
". defigned to prepare the bodies of thofe that had been in 
4e the former room, for their going into the warmer air." 
Caftei's villas, p. 33. 

c " The cuftom of bathing in hot water, was become fo 
** habitual to the Romans in Pliny's time, that they every 
" day pra&ifed it before they lay down to eat ; for which rea- 
•* fon, in the city the public baths were extremely numerous ; 

** in 
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iwim in. Contiguous to this is the perfuming- 
room, then the /wearing- room, and next to that 
the furnace which conveys the heat to the baths : 
adjoining are two other little bathing -rooms, 
fitted up in an elegant rather than coftly man* 
ner : annexed to this, is a warm bath of extra- 
ordinary workmanfhip, wherein one may fwim, 
and have a profpett at the fame time of thefea. 
Not far from hence ftands the tennis-court, which 

lies 

€t in which Vicruvius gives us to underftand there were for 
«« each fex three rooms for bathing, one of cpld water, one of 
** warm, and one flill warmer ; and there were cells of three 
** degrees of heat for fweating : to the forementioned mem- 
«* bers were added others for anointing and bodily exercifes* 
«* The laft thing they did before they entered into the dining- 
** room was to bathe ; what preceded their warning was their 
" exercife in the fpherifterium, prior to which it was their 
«« cuftom to anoint themfclves. As for their fwea ting-rooms, 
* c tho' they were doubtlefs in all their baths, we do not find 
" them to have been ufed but upon particular occasions."-* 
Cartel's villas of the ancients, p. 31. 

The Roman magnificence feems to have particularly dif- 
played itfelf in the article x>f their baths. Seneca dating one 
of his epiftles from a villa which once belonged to Scipio 
Africanus, ukes occafion from thence to draw a parallel be- 
tween the fimplicity of the earlier ages, and the luxury of his 
own times in that inftance. By the idea he gives of the latter, 
they were works of the hi g heft fplendour and expence. Tne 
walls were compofedof Alexandrine marble, the veins where- 
of were fo artfully managed, as to have the appearance of a 
regular picture : the edges of the bafons were let round with a 
moft valuable kind of ftone, found in Thafius, .one of the 
Greek iflaods, variegated with veins of different colours, in- 
terfperfed with (creaks of gold ; the water was conveyed thro* 
silver pipes, and fell, by feveral defcents, in beautiful cafcades. 
The floors were inlaid with precious gems, and an intermix- 
ture of ftatues and colonades contributed to throw an air of 
elegance and grandeur upon- the whole. Vide Sen. Ep. 86. 
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lies open to' die warmth of the afternoon fun. 
From thence you afcend a fort of turret, con- 
taining two entire apartments below; as there 
are the fame number above, befides a dining room 
which commands a very extenfive profpeft of the 
fea, together with the beautiful villas that ftand 
interfperfed upon the coaft. At the other end is a 
fecond turret, in which is a room that receives the 
rifing and fttting fun. Behind this, is a large re- 
pofitory, near to which is a gallery of curiofities, 
and underneath a fpacious dining-room, where the 
roaring of the fea, even in a ftorm, is heard but 
faintly : it look* upon the garden and the d gtftatio> 
Which furrounds the garden. The geftatio is en- 
compafled with a box-tree hedge, and where that 
is decayed, with rofemary : for the box in thofe 
parts which are fheltered by the buildings, pre- 
ferves its verdure perfeftly well ; but where by an 
open fituation it lies expofed to the fpray of the 
fea, tho' at a great diffance, it entirely withers. 
Between the garden and this geftatio runs a (hady 
plantation of vines, the alley of which is fo foft, 
that you may walk bare foot upon it without any 
injury. The garden is chiefly planted with fig and 
mulberry trees, to which this foil is as favourable, 
as it is averfe from all others. In this place is a 

banqueting* 

* Sec p. 4. note *, 



k _ 
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banqueting-room, which tho' it ftands remote from 

Che lea, enjoys a profpeft nothing inferior to 

that view: two apartments run round the back 

part of it, the windows whereof look upon the 

entrance of thtf villa, and into a very pleafant 

kitchen-garden. . From hence an inclofed • portico 

extends, which by its great length you might fup- 

pole erefted for the ufe of the public. It has a 

r&nge of windows on each fide, but on that which 

looks towards the fea they are double the number of 

thofe next the garden. When the weather is fair and 

ferene, thefe are all thrown open ; but ifit blows, thofe 

on the fide the wind fets are {hut, while the others 

remain unclofed without any inconvenience. Before 

this portico lies a terrace perfumed with violets, 

and warmed by the refle&ion of thejun from the 

portico, which as it retains the rays, fo it keeps off 

the north-eaft wind; and it is as warm on thig 

fide, as it is cool on the oppofite: in the fame man* 

ner it proves a defence againft the fouth-weft; and 

thus, in fhort, by means of its ieveral fides, breaks 

the force of the winds from what point foever they 

blow. Thefe are fame of its winter advantages: 

they 'are ftill more confiderable in fummcr; for at 

that : 

• " Thefe inclofed porticos differed no otherwife from our 
•• prefent galleries, than that they had pillars in them : the 
" ftfe of (hit room wit for walking." Caftefl'i villas, p. 4^ 
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that feafoh it throws a (hade upon the terrace dur- 
ing all the' forenoon, as it defends the geftatio, 
and that* part of the garden which lies contiguous 
to it, from the afternoon fun, and cafts a greater 
or left Ihade as the day either increafes or de- 
creafes; but the portico itfeff is then cooleft when 
the fun is moft fcorching, that is, when its rays 
fall dire&ly upon the roof. To thefe its benefits 
I mull not forget to add, that by fetting open the 
windows, the weftern breezes have a free draught, 
and by that means the enclofed air is pre- 
vented from ftagnating. On the upper end 
of the terrace and -portico ftands a detached 
building in the garden, which I call my fa- 
vorite, and indeed it is . particularly fo, having 
erefted it myfelf. It contains a very warm winter- 
room, one fide of which looks upon the ter- 
race, the other has a view of the fca, and both 
lie cxpofed to the fun. Through the folding- 
doors you fee the oppofite chamber, and from 
the window is a profpefl of the enclofed portico. 
On that fide next the fea, and oppofite to the mid- 
dle wall, ftands a little elegant recefs, which by 
means of glaft doors and a curtain, is either 
hid into the adjoining room, or feparated from it. 
It contains a couch and two chairs : As you lie 
upon this couch, from the feet you have a profpeft 
of the feaj if you look behind, you fee the neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring villas ; and from the head you have a 
view of the woods: thefe three views may be fecn 
either diftinftly e from fo many different windows 
in the room, or blended together in one eonfufed 
profpedh Adjoining to this, is a bed-chamber, 
which neither the voice of the fervants, the mur- 
muring of the fea, nor even the roaring of a tem- 
peft can reach; not lightening nor the day itfelf can 
penetrate it, unlefs ypu open the windows. This 
profound tranquillity is occafioned by a pafiage, 
which feparates the wall of this chamber from that 
of the garden ; and thus by means of that inter- 
vening fpace, every noife is precluded. Annexed 
to this, is a fmall ftove-room, which by opening 
a little window, warms the bed-chamber to the 
degree of heat required. Beyond this, lies a 
chamber and ante* chamber, which enjoys the fun, 
tho' objiquely indeed, from the time it rifes till the 
afternoon* When I retire to this garden-apartment, 
I fancy myfelf a hundred miles from my own houfe, 
and take particular pleafure in it at the feaft of 
the r Saturnalia, when, by the, licence of that 
Vol.I. H feafon 

9 " It moll have been from the middle of the room that he 
" could fee all thefe profpe&s feparate and diAinfl, which 
" upon a nearer approach to any particular Window muft have 
" appeared intermingled." Caters Villas, p. 48. 

f A feaft held in honour of the god Saturn, which began 
on the 19th of December, and continued, as fome fay, for 
feven days. It was a time of general rejoicing ; particularly 
among the (laves, who had at this feafon the privilege of taking 
great liberties with their mailers. 
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feafon of feftivity, every other part of my vilia 
refounds with the mirth of my domeftics: thus I 
neither interrupt their diverfions, nor they my (la- 
dies. Among the pleafures and conveniences of 
this fituation, there is one difadvantage, and that 
is, the want of a running ffream j but this defe<5fc is to 
a great meafure fupplied by wells, or rather I (hould 
call them fountains, for they rile very near the 
furface. And indeed the quality of this coaft b 
remarkable * for in what part foever you dig, you 
meet, upon the firft turning up of the ground, with 
a fpring of pure water, not in the leaft fait, tho* fo 
fleaf the fea. The neighbouring forefts afford an 
abundant fupply of fuel; as every other accommo- 
dation of life may be had from Oftia: to a mode- 
rate man, indeed, even the next village (between 
which and my houfe there h only one villa) 
would furnifh all tommon neceffaries. In that 
little place there are no left than three public 
baths; which is a great convenietocy if it hap- 
pen that my friends come in unexpectedly, or 
make too fhort a ftay to allow time for pre- 
paring my own. The whole coaft is beauti- 
fully diverfified by the contiguous or detached 
villas that are fpread upon it, which whether you 
view them from the fea or the Ihofe, have the 
appearance of fo many different cities. . The 
ftrand is fometimes, after a long calm, perfedly 
§ fmooth, 
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fmooth, tho' in general, by the ftorms driving the 
waves upon it, it fe rough and uneven, I cannot 
boaft that our fea produces any very extraordinary 
Ififh ; however it fupplies us with exceeding fine 
foals and prawns : but as to provifions of other 
kinds, my villa pretends to excel even inland 
countries, particularly in milk; for hither the 
cattle corhe from the meadows in great number 
in purfutt of (hade and water. 

Tell rtife how, have I not juft caiife to beftow 
my time and my affbdbion updn this delightful re- 
treat ? Surely you are too fondly attached to the 
pleafures of the town, if you do not feel an ia- 
•clinariori to take a view of this my favourite villa *. 
I much wifli at leaft you were fo difpofed, that 
to the many charmS with which it abounds, it 
taight have the very considerable addition of your 
company to recommend it, Farewel. 

* Mr. Caftel obferves, that tbo % Pliny here calls his boufe 
VilHila ; it appears that after having ;dr/cribed hut part of it, 
~j*t, if every Di<eta or intire apartment may be fappofed to contain 
three rooms, he has taken notice of no lefs than forty-fix', befidis 
all nxjhich there remains near half the boufe un defer t bed, which 
<vas, as he fays, allotted to the ufe if the fervants ; ahd it is 
very probable this part was made uniform with that he has al- 
ready defcribed*— 1 &x)\ it mail be remembered, that diminutives 
in Latin do not always imply fmallnefs of fize, but are fre- 
quently ufed as words of endearment and approbation ; and in 
this fenfe it teems roofl probable that Pliny here ufes the word 
riUulM. 



Ha LET- 



u6 THE LETTERS Book II 



LETTER XVlIT. to Maurictts. 

WH A T can be more agreeable to me than 
the office you have enjoined me, of 
choofing a proper tutor for your nephews ? It 
gives me an opportunity of revifiting the icene of 
my education, and of turning back again to the 
moft plcafing part of my life. I refume my feat, as 
formerly, amon£ the young fcholars ; and hive the 
pleafure to obferve the refped they pay me from the 
reputation I have acquired by the fame ftudies. Ac- 
cording^ when 1 lately came in upon them, while 
they were warmly declaiming before a very fiitt 
audience of the fame rank with myfelf \ the mo- 
ment I appeared, they were filent. I mention this 
for their honour, rather than my own ,- and to let 
you fee the juft hopes you may conceive of plac- 
ing your nephews to their advantage in this lemi* 
nary. I purpofe to hear all the feveral profeffors; 
and then to write you fuch an account of them as 
will enable you (as far as a letter can) to judge of 
their refpedtive abilities. The faithful execution 
of this important commiffion, k what I owe to the 
friendfhip that fubfifts between us, and to the me- 
mory of your brother. Nothing, certainly, is more 
your concern, than that his children (I would have 
faid your s> but that I know you now look upon 

/ them 
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them even with more tendernefs than your own) may 
be found worthy of fuch a father, and fuch an uncle : 
and I fhould have claimed a part in that care, tho* 
you had not required it of me, I am fenfible, in thus 
fele&ing a preceptor, I fhall draw upon me the dif- 
pleafure of all the reft of thatprofeffion: hut when 
the intereft of thefe youths is concerned, I efteem 
it my duty to hazard the'difpleafure, or even enmi- 
ty of any man, with as much unconcern as a parent 
would for his own children. FareweL 

LETTER XIX. To Cersaus. 

*\f O U adyife me to read my late fpeech be- 
* fore an aflembly, of my friends. I wilf, 
fince it is agreeable to your opinion ; tho* I 
have many fcruples. Compofirions of this kind 
Jofe, I well know, all their fire, »nd force, and 
^lmoft even their very name, by a mere recital. 
Jt is the folemnity of the tribunal, the concourfe 
of one's friends, the fufpence of the event, the 
emulation between the fevcral orators concerned, 
the ?ea} of the different parties formed amongft 
the audience, in a word, it is the air, the * ac- 
tion, the Attitude of the fpeaker, together with all 

H 3 the 

9 Some of the Roman oratori were as much too vehcr 
ment in their a&ion, as thofe of our country are too calm 
£*d fpiritlels. In the violence of their elocution they not only 

ttfed 
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the Correfponding geftures of his body, that con- 
fpire to give a fpirit and grace to what he deli vers. 
Hence thofe who fit when they plead, tho* they have 
moft of the other advantages I juft now men- 
tioned, yet, from that (ingle circumftance, weaken 
the whole force of their eloquence. The eyes 
and hands of a reader, thofe important inftru- 
ments of graceful elocution, being engaged, it is 
no wonder the attention of the hearer grows 
languid, while he has none of thofe awakening 
and alluring circumftances to excite it. To thefe 
general confutations, I mull add this parti- 
cular difadvantage, which attends the fpeech in 
queftion, J that it is chiefly of the argumentative 
kindi and it is natural for an author to fufpect 
that what he wrote with labour will not be read 
with pleafnre. For. who is there fo unprejudiced, 
as not to : prefer the flowing and florid to the 
clofe and unornamented flile? It is very unrea- 
lizable there fhould be any diftinftion, how- 
ever it is certain the judges generally expeft one 
manner of pleading, and the audience another; 

whereas 

ufed all the warmth of gefture, but aftually walked back- 
wards and forwards. Tully and Quindtiiian haVe laid down 
rules how far, and in what inilai ce this iiberty was allowable, 
and both agree, it ought to be ufed with great caution and 
judgment. The latter of thofe excellent critics mentions upoa 
this occafion a witticifm of Flavius Virgtnius, who aiked one 
of theie walking orator?, Quot miilta fejfuum dtclamajfa? 
€t How many miles he had declaimed V 9 QuiadL IniL ed, 
Oxon. p. 587* 
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whereas an auditor ought to be affe&ed only with 
thofe articles which would ftrikc him> were be 
in the place of the judge. Nevertheless, it is 
poffible, the objections which lie againft this piece 
may be furmounted, in confideration of the novelty 
it has to recommend it : the novelty I mean with 
re/pedfc to usj for the Greek orators have a method 
of reafoning, tho* upon a different occafion, not 
altogether unlike that which I employed. They, 
when they would throw out a law, as contrary to 
fome former one unrepealed, argue by comparing 
thofe laws together; fo I, oji the contrary, endear 
youred to prove, that the crime b , which I was in- 
lifting upon as falling within the intent and mean- 
frig of the law relating to public extortions, was 
agreeable, not only to that law, but likewife to 
other laws of the fame nature. Thofe who are 
ignorant of the jurifprudence of their country, can 
have no tafte for reafpnings of this kind > but thofe 
who arc not, ought to be fo much the more favour* 
able in the judgment they, pafs upon them. I (hall 
endeavour therefore, if you perfift in my reciting 
it, to colled: a learned audience. But before you 
determine this ppint, I intreat you thoroughly to 

H 4 weigh 

* Some qF the commentators are of opinion, /and it is not 
improbable,) that the fpeech mentioned in this letter, is the 
fame which Pliny delivered in the fenate againft M» Priicua. 
§ee letter xi. of tut boofc. 
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weigh the difficulties I have laid before you, and 
then decide as reafon (hall direft: for it is reafon 
that muft juftify you ; bbedience to your commands 
will be a fufficient apology for me* FareweL 



LETTER XX. to Calvisius. 



" /^H I V E me a penny, and I will tell you a 
€€ VJ ftory worth goldj" • or rather, you fhall 
hear two or three; for one brings to my mind an- 
other, 'Tis no matter which 1 begin with, fo take 
tnem as follows. Vcrania, the widow of Pifb who 
was adopted by Galba, lay extremely ill: upon this 
occafion Regulus made her a vifit. By the way, 
mark the aflurance of the man, to vifit a lady to 
^whom he was fo extremely odious, and to whofe 
hufband he was a declared enemy ! Even barely to 
enter her houfe would have been impudent enough ; 
but he had the confidence to go much farther, and 
very familiarly placed himfelf by her b&l-fide. 
He began very gravely with enquiring what day 
and hour (he was born? Being informed of thefe 

important 

• Alluding to the phrafe of certain Charlatans who gained 
their livelihood by gathering a circle round them in the public 
places of Rome, and amuling the gaping multitude by popu- 
lar traditionary tales, or wonderful Hoiks of their own inveo- 
tioo« 
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important particulars, he compofcs his countenance^ 
fixes his eyes, mutters fomething to himfelf, counts 
his fingers, and all this merely to keep the poor 
fick lady in fufpenfe. When he had finifhed this 
ridiculous mummery, Tou are, lays he ? In one of 
your climacterics -, however you wilt get over if. 
But for your greater Jatisfa8ion> I will con- 
fult % a certain diviner y whofe Jkill I have frequently 
experienced. Accordingly away he goes, performs 
a facrifice, and returns with the ftrongeft affurances 
that the aniens confirmed what he had promifed 
on the part of the ftars. Upon this the credulous 
good woman calls for her will, and gives Regulus 
a handfomc legacy. Some time afterwards her 
diftemper increafed ; and in her laft moments (he 
ezclaim'd againft this infamous wretch who had 
thus Safely deceived her, tho* he wilh'd every 
curfc might befall his b fon, if what he promifed her 
were not true. But fuch fort of imprecations are 
as common with Regulus, as they are impious; and 
he continually devotes that unhappy youth to the 

curfes 

* It was cuftomary among the ancients to (Wear by what 
they held mod dear. To this cuftom (as a late critic joftl/ 
cjpferves) Martial alludes: 

Ecct negas jurafque mibi pit temfla tonantis^ 
Han credo • jura % verpe, per Jncbialum* 

Swear tho' thou dolt by Jove, thou wilt deceive ; 
Swear by Anchialus ; I'll then believe. 
^That is, fwear by your patbic, your boy Anchialus. 
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curfcs of thofe gods, whofe vengeance his owij 
frauds every day provoke. 

VeUeius Blaefus, a perfon of confular dignity 
and remarkable for his immenfe wealth, had an in- 
clination in his laft ficknefs to make fome altera- 
tions in his will. Regulus, who had lately endeavour- 
ed to infinuate himfelf into his friendlhip, hoped to 
receive fome advantage by the intended change ; and 
accordingly applied himfelf to the patient's phyfi- 
cians, and conjured them to exert all their (kill to 
prolong th? poor man's life. But the moment the 
v will was fign'd, his ftile was changed; How long, 
fays he to thefe very phyficians, do you defign to 
keep this p$an in mifery ? Since you cannot preferve 
bis life, why will you prolong bis death ? Blsefus 
is fince dead$ and as if he had over-heard every 
word that Regulus had faid, he has. not left him 
pne farthing. — And now have you had enough? 
or like a truant fchool-boy are you for liftening 
{till to another tale ? if fo, Regulus will fupply 
you. You muft know then, that Aur^lia, a 
lady of diftinguilhed accomplifhments, defigning 
to b execute her will, had dreffed herfclf for that 

purpofe 

b This was an aft of great ceremony ; and if Aurelia's 
habit was of the kind which fome of the Roman ladies ufed, 
the legacy muft have been confiderable which Regulus had the 
impudence to aik. " The veftrt ByJJina (as the ingenious 
" Dr. Arbuthnot obferves) which we are told fome of the 
" ladies wore, mud have been of fuch an extravagant price. 
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purpofe in a moft fplendid manner. Rjegulus, who^ 
was prefent as a witnefs, turned to the lady, * 
a/id, Pray, fays he, leave me tbeje fine cloatbs. 
Aurelia at firft thought fam in jeft : but Ije infiftcd 
upon it vtxy fpriouOy* and compelled her to open 
ier will, and infert this legacy* ^ndtho' hefaw 
her write it, yet he would not be (atisfied till he read 
the claufe himfelf. However Aurelia is fiill alive : 
tho' Regulus, no doubt, when he folicited this be- 
queft, expe&ed foon to enjoy it. Thus are legacies 
and eftates conferred /upon this abandon'd man, 
as if he really defcrved them! But why Ihould I 
wonder at this in a city where impudence and ini- 
quity receive the fame, do I fay, even greater en- 
couragement than modefty and virtue? Regulus is 
a glaring inftance of this truth, who, from a ftate 

of 

« that chere is no fluff in our age comes up to it. The very 
" materials of which would be worth 49 1. 12 s. the pound 
" averdupois weight, and confequcntly a garment weighing 
" 20 pounds would coft 9921. exclufive of the manufacture." 
Arb. of ancient coins, &c. p. 146. Now I am upon this head, 
I cannot forbear mentioning the prodigious extravagance of 
chefe ladies in the article of jewels. Pliny the elderffays, he 
faw Lollia Paulina with an equipage of this kind, amount- 
ing (according to the above-cited author's calculation) to 
J 22,9161. 13 s* 4d. of our money. In one inftance ofexper.ee 
owever, the modern ladies feem to exceed the ancient, and tho* 
there appears an infinite variety of head-drefles upon bulls, 
ftatues, and medals, yet it is learnedly debated among the 
antiquaries, whether the Roman ladies were fo coftly in that 
point as the Englifh. For the credit of the Tite, I beg leave 
to add, that it is of a very ancient original, and is known to 
have made its appearance among Confuls and Dictators. 
« tLib. 9. 35. 
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of indigence, has, by a train of the moft villain* 
ous aftions, arrived to fuch immenfc riches, that 
he once told me, upon confulting the omens to 
know how foon he lhould be worth fixty millions 
of fefterces % he found them fo favourable as 
to portend he fhould poflefs double that fum. 
And poflibly he may, if he continue thus to dic- 
tate wills for other people: a fort of fraud, in 
my eftimation, of all others the moft infamous, 
Farewel. 

* About 430,000!. of oar money* t 
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LETTER L To Calvisius. 

I Never Ipent my time more agreeably,. I 
think, than lately with Spurinna. I am fa 
much pleafed with the uninterrupted regularity of 
his way of life, that if ever I (hould arrive at old 
age, there is no man whom I would fooner choofc 
for my model. 1 look upon an orderly arrangement 
of the affairs of life, efpecially at that advanced pe- 
riod, with the fame fort of pleafure as I behold the 
fettled courfe of the heavenly bodies. In youth, 
indeed, there is a certain deviation from prccife 

rule 
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rule by ho means unbecoming; but in age; 
when bufinefs is uofeafonablc, and ambition in- 
decent, all fhould Be compofed and uniform. This 
Imaxim Spurinna feligfoufly purfues throughout his 
whole conduft. Even in thofe tranfadHons which 
tone might call minute and irtconfiderable, did 
they hot occur every day, he obferves . a certain 
periodical feafon and method. The firft part of 
the morning he devotes to ftudyj at eight he 
dreflesj and walks about three miles, in which he 
enjoys at once contemplation and exercife. At 
his. return, if he has any friends with him in his 
houfe, he enters upon fome entertaining and 
interesting topic of conv&fationj if he is alone, 
fome book is read to him; and fometimes too, even 
'when he has vifitors, if agreeable to thfe company: 
He then repofes himfelfj and after this either 
takes up a book, or falls into fome ctffcourfe even 
more entertaining and inftruftive. He afterwards 
takes the air in his chariot either with his wife 
(who is a lady of uncommon merit) or with fotae 
friend: a happinefs which lately was mine. — How 
. agreeable, hbw delightful is the enjoyment df him irt 
that hour of privacy ! You would fancy you were 
hearing fome worthy of ancient times^ inflaming 
your breaft with the moft heroic examples, and in- 
ftrufting your mind with the moft exalted pre- 
cepts, which yet he delivers 'with fo modeft an afr; 
that it has not the leaft appearance of dilat- 
ing. 
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tag* When he has thus taken a tour of about fe- 
ten miles* he gets out of hid chariot and walks a 
mile morcj after which he returns home, and either 
rcpofes himfelf, or retires to his ftudy. He has 
an excellent tafte for poetry, and compofes lyric 
odes, both in Greek and Latin, with great elegance. 
It is furprifing what a fweet flow of numbers, and 
what a fpirit of gayety runs thro* his verfes, which 
the venerable, charafter of the author renders ftill 
more pleating. When the baths are ready, which 
in ' winter is about three -o'clock, and in furh- 
ttier about two, he undreffes himfelf; and if there 
happen to be no wind, he walks for fome time 
in the fun \ After this he plays a confiderable 
time at tennis: for by this fort of exercife too, he 
combats the effefts of old age. When he has 
bathed, he throws himfelf upon his couch till 
Hipper b time, and in the mean while fome agreea- 
ble and entertaining author is read to him. In 
this, as in all the reft, his friends are at full liber- 
ty to partake, or to employ themfelves in any 
other manner more fuitablc to their inclination. 

You 

» See B. 6. Let. |6. note b . 

* This was the principal meal among the Romans/ at 
which all their feafts and invitations were made; they ufually 
began it about their 9th hour, anfwering pretty "nearly to our 
3 o'clock in the afternoon. Bat as Spurinna, we find did not 
enter upon the exercifes which always preceded' this meal till 
the 8th or 9th hour, if we allow about 3 hours for ti\at pur* 
pole- he could not fit down to table, till toward 6 or 7 o'clock : 
See Le^.5. of this B< in not. p. 137- 
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You fit down to an elegant, yet frugal repaft, 
which is ferved up in antique plate of pure filver. 
He has likewife a complete fervice in Coririthian c 
metal, which tho* he admires as a curiofity, is 
far from being his paffion. At his table he is fre- 
quently entertained with the recital of fomc dra- 
matic piece, fo that even his very meals are a feaft 
to the understandings and tho* he continues at 
fupper, even in fummer, till the night is fomewhat 
advanced, yet he prolongs the repafl* with fo much 
affability and politenefe, that none of his guefts 
ever think it tedious. By this method of living 
he has preferved all his fenfes entire, and his body 
aftive and vigorous to his 78 th year, without dif. 
covering any fymptoms of old age, but the wifdom. 
This is the fort of life which I ardently afpire after j 
and I purpofe to enjoy it, when I (hall arrive at thofe 
year's which will juftify a retreat from a&ivecccu* 
pations. In the mean while, I am embarraffed with 
a thoufand affairs, in which Spurinna is at once my 
fupport and my example: for he likewife as long 
as it became him, entered into all the duties of pub- 
lie life. It was by pafling through the various offi- 
ces of the ftate, by governing provinces, and by in- 
defatigable 

c This metal, whatever it was com po fed of, (for that point 
is by no means clear) was fo highly e deemed among the an- 
cients, that they preferred tt even to gold: 

m JEraqut ab Ifthmiacis aura potior a fan/Mis. 

Stat. Sylr. *» 

— — Corinthian braf* more precious fartkan gottl 
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defatigable labours, that he merited the repofe he 
now enjoys. I propofe to myfelf the fame courfe 
and the fame limits : and I here give it to you un- 
der my hand, that 1 do fo. Jf an ill-timed am- 
bition (hould carry me beyond thofe bounds, pro- 
duce this letter againft me ; and condemn me to 
repofe, whenever I may enjoy it without being re- 
proached with indolence. Fareweh 

LETTER II, To Maximus. 

T Think I may claim a right to aflc the fame 

A fervices of you for my friends, as I would 

offer to yours if I had the fame opportunity. Ar- 

rianus Maturius is a perfon of great eminence 

amon^ tne a Altinates. When I fay this, it is not 

with refpeft to his fortunes -, (which however are 

very confiderable*) it is in allufion to the purity, 

the integrity, the prudence, and the fan&ityof 

his manners. His counfel guides me in my 

affairs, and his judgment in my ftudies; for 

truth, honour and knowledge, are the diftinguifh- 

ing qualities which mark his chara&er. He loves 

me (and I cannot exprefs his afFe&ion in ftronger 

terms) with a tendernefs-equal to yours. As he 

Is a ftranger to the paffion of ambition, he is 

contented with remaining in the Equeftrian order, 

when he might eafily have advanced himfelf into a 

Vol. I. 1; higher 

* Altino in the Venetian territories, now deftroyed. 
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Higher rank. It behoves me however to endeavour 
that his merit be rewarded as it defer ves^ and" I 
would fain, without his knowledge -or expectation, 
and probably too contrary to his inclination, con- 
tribute to his honours. The poft I wifh to obtain for 
him is fome ftation of great dignity, and yet attend- 
ed with no trouble. I beg, when any thing of that 
nature offers, you would think of him : it will be 
an obligation which both he and I fhall ever re- 
member witlr the greateft gratitude For tho f he 
has no afpiring views to gratify, he will be as fen- 
fible of the favour, as if he had received it in coik- 
fequenceof his owndefircs. FareweU 

LETTER III. To Hispvlia, 

IT is not eafy to. determine whether my love 
or efteem were greater,, for that wife and 
excellent man your father; but this is mod cei- 
tain, that from the refpeA I bear to- bis memory 
and your virtues, you are dear to me by the 
ftrongelt fentiments of affeftiom Can I fail thea 
to wifh (as 1 fhall by every means in. my power 
endeavour) that your fon may copy the virtues of 
both his grandfathers,, particularly his maternal ? 
as indeed his father and his uncle will, fumifh him 
alfo with very illuftrious examples. The fureft 
method to train him up in the fteps of thefe re- 
fge&able men, is early to fcafon his mind with polite 
x learning 
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learning and ufeful knowledge: and it is of the 
laft confequence from whom he receives thefe in- 
ftru&ions. Hitherto he has had his education 
under your eye, and in your houfe, where he is 
expofed to few, I fhould rather fay to no wrong 
impreffions. But he is now of an age to be fent 
from home, and it is time to place him with fome 
profeflbr of Rhetoric ; of whofe difcipline and 
method, but above all of whofe morals you may 
be well fatisfied. Amongft the many advantages 
for which this amiable youth is indebted to na- 
ture and fortune, he has that of a mod beautiful 
perfon: it is neceffary therefore, in this loofe 
and flippery age, to find out one who will not 
only be his tutor, but the guardian and prote&or of 
his virtue, I will venture to recommend Julius 
Genitor to you under that chara&er. I love him, I 
confefs, extremely : but my affe&ion does by no 
means prejudice my judgment y on the contrary it is, 
in truth the effedc of it. His behaviour is grave, and 
his morals irreproachable; perhaps fomewhat 
too fevere and rigid for the libertine manners of 
thefe times. His profefiional qualifications you 
may learn from many others; for, the powers of 
eloquence, as they are open to all the world, are 
ibon difcovered; but the qualities of the heart lie 
more concealed, and out of the reach of com- 
mon obfervation: it is on that fide therefore I un- 
dertake to be anfwerable for my friend. Your 

la fon 
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fon will hear nothing from this worthy man, but 
what will be for his advantage to know, nor 
learn any thing of which it would be happier 
he fhould be ignorant. He will reprefent to 
him as often, and with as much zeal as you or 
I fhould, the virtues of his anceftors, and what a 
glorious weight of illuftrious chata&crs he has to 
fupport. You will not hefitate then to place him 
with a tutor, whofe firft care will be to form his 
manners, and afterwards to inftruft him in elo- 
quence i an attainment ill-acquired if with the 
negleft of moral improvements. Farewel. 

L E T T E ft IV. To Macrinus. 

TH O' my friends here, as well as die town 
in general, feem to approve of my con- 
duit in the affair I am going to mention, yet I 
cannot fatisfy myfelf without knowing your fen- 
timents: and as I wiflied for your advice before 
1 engaged in it, fo I am extremely deflrous of 
your judgment now it is finifhed. Having obtain- 
ed leave to be abfent from my office as 
head of the treafury, I went into Tufcany to 
look after fbme works which I am carrying on 
there for the benefit of that province, at my 
own, expence. In the interval, deputies on the 
part of the Bastici arrived with complaints of 
fome grievances they had fuffered under the go* 

yernmeat 
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vernment of Cecil'us Claflicus ; and applied to 
the fenate that I might be appointed counfel foj* 
them. My very worthy and obliging colleagues 
reprefented on my behalf, the neceflary engage- 
ments of our office, and endeavoured to get me 
excufed. Upon this the fenate palled at decree 
greatly to my honour : they ordered that I fhould 
be counfel for the province, provided the deputie* 
could obtain my confent. At my return they 
were again introduced into the fenate, and .there 
renewed their petition in my prefence. They 
conjured me by that generous afliftance I had given 
them in their caufe againft Baebius, and by all the 
obligations I lay under of fupporting my avow- 
ed clients, that I would not now defert them. I 
perceived the fenate was inclined to grant this 
petition, by that general affent which is the ufual 
forerunner of all their decrees. Whereupon I rofc 
and told the houfe, that I no longer infilled 
upon the reafonablenefs of the excufe I had al- 
ledged; and they feemed pleafed with the refpe<3> 
ful modefty of my anfwer. I was determined in 
this refolution, not only becaufe I found it agreea- 
ble to the inclinations of the fenate (which indeed 
had great weight with me), but for many other, 
tho' lefs important confutations. . I refle&ed, 
that our anceftors thought themfelves obliged 
to engage voluntarily in defence of thofe par- 
ticular perfons, with whom they were united 

I 3 b 7 
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by the 'aws a of hofpitality, and that therefore it 
would be highly ungenerous to abandon a collec- 
tive body, to whom I flood in the fame relation. 
Befides, I considered the danger as well as the fa- 
tigue I went thro* in the laft caufe I undertook 
for this province ; and I was unwilling to lofe the 
merit of my former fervices, by denying their re- 
queft in the prefent inftance* For fuch is the dif- 
pofuion of mankind, that the favour you refufe, can- 
cels all you haveconfer'dj and tho* you oblige them 
ever fo often, they will forget a thpufand compliances 
and yet remember a finglc denial, I confidered like- 
wife, that Clafiicus being dead, the great objection 
of expofing a fenator, was removed 3 and that in un- 
dertaking this caufe, I fhould merit the fame thanks 
from my clients, as i( he were alive, without the 
hazard of giving offence to any particular perfon. 
In a word, I thought if I complied with their defires 
on this becafion, I could with a better grace deny 
pay affiftance to them in any future, where J might 

have 

* The obfervation of Jiuftathius upon the interview of Glau- 
cus and Diomed in the 6th Iliad, as translated by Mr. Pope in 
his nors- upon that place, will throw a light upon this paflage, 
which may be of fervice to the Englifn Reader. " The laws 
" of hofpitality, (fays he) were anciently held in great vene- 
*« ration. The fiiendlhip contracted thereby was fo facred. 
" that they preferred it to all the bends of canfanguinity and 
■' alliance, and accounted it obligatory to the 3d and 4th ge- 
" Deration. — We UxDicmed and Glaucus agreeing not to be 
•* enemies during the whole courle of a war, only becaufe their 
« grandfathers had been mutual guefts.u-.They prefcrved in 
?< thtir families the prefent* which had been made on thefe 
" occafions; as obliged to traufmit to their children the me- 
?' morials of their right of hofpitality." 
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have r^afons for declining to be their advocate. For 
all our offices ha^e their limits^ and die belt way 
of referving to ourfelves the liberty of refufing 
where we would, is to comply where we can. 
Thus you have heard the motives which influenced 
tne in this tranfa&ion: it now remains that 
you give me your opinion, which I (hall receive 
with equal fatisfadtion either as an inftance of yot*r 
Jinceri ty* or a fcndtion to ray conduft. Farewd. 

LETTER V. ToUaqek: 

I Have the pteafure to find you are lb great an ad- 
mirer of my uncle's works, as to wifh to haVt 
a complete colle&ion of them ; and for that pur- 
pofe defire me to fend you an account of all the 
treatifes he wrote. I will point them out to you 
in the order in which they were compofed : for 
iiowever immaterial that may feem, it is a fort of 
information not at all unacceptable to men of let- 
ters. The firft book he published, was a treatife 
■concerning the art ofufing the javelin an horjeback : 
this he wrote when he commanded a troop of 
horfej and it is drawn up with great accuracy and 
judgment. The life of Pomponius Secundus, in two 
volumes: Pomponius had a very great affe&ion for 
him, and he thought he owed this tribute to his me- 
mory. The hiftory of the wars in Germany > confijiing 
of twenty books? in which he gave an account of 

I* *u 
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all the battles we were engaged in againft that 
nation. A dream which he had . when he 
ferved in the army in Germany, firft ftig- 
gefted to him the defign of this work. He 
imagined that Drufus Nero. (who. extended his 
conquefts very far into that country, and there 
loft his life) appeared to him in his deep* and 
conjured him not to fuffer his memory to be 
buried in oblivion* He has left us likcwife a 
treatije upon eloquence^ divided into fix volumes. 
In this work he takes the orator from his cradle, 
and leads him on till he has carried him up to the 
higheft point of perfe&ion in this art. In the 
latter part of Nero's reign, when the tyranny of 
the times made it dangerous to engage in ftudies 
of a more free and elevated fpirit, he publiihed 
a piece of cmicifm in eight books, concerning 
ambiguity in cxpreffion. He has completed the 
hiftory which Aufidious Baffus left unfinifhed, and 
has added to it thirty books. And laftly, he has 
left thirty-feven books upon the fubjeft of na- 
tural hiftory: this is a work of great compafs and 
learning, and almoft as full of variety as nature 
herfelf. You will wonder how a man fo engaged 
as he was, could find time to compofe fuch a 
number of books; and fome of them too upon 
abftrufe fubjefts. But your furprife will rife ftill 
higher, when you hear, that for fome time he en- 
gage 
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gaged in the profeffion of an advocate ; that- he 
died in his fifty-fixth year; that from the time of 
his quitting the bar to his death, he tvas employed 
partly in the execution of the higheft pofts, and 
partly in a perfonal attendance on thofe Emperors 
who honoured him with their frieridfliip. But he 
had . a quick apprehenfion, joined to unwearied- 
application. In fummer, he always * began his 
ftudies as foon as it was a night 3 in winter, general- 
ly at one in the morning, but never later than two, 
and often at midnight. No man ever fpent lefs time 
in bed j infbmuch that he would fometimes, with- 
out retiring from his book, take a fhort fleep, and 
then purfue his ftudies. Before day-break, he ufcd 
to wait upon Vefpafian ; who like wife chofe that 
feafon to tranfad bufinefs. When he had finifhed 
jthe affairs which that emperor committed to his 
charge, he returned home again to his ftudies. 

After. 

* The diftribution of time among the Romans, was ex- 
tremely different from the method in ufe amohgft us. They 
mcafured the night into four equal parts, which they called 
watches, each containing the fpace of three 'hours; and part 
of thefe they devoted either to the pleaforcs of the table, or to 
fludy. The natural day they divided into twelve hours, the 
fir ft beginning with fun-rife, and the lad ending with fun-fet ; 
by which means their hours were of unequal length, varying 
according to the different feafons of the year. The time for 
bafinefs began with fun-rife, and continued to the fifth hour, 
being that of dinner, which with them was only a flight re- 
jpaft. From thence to the fevehth hour was a time of repofe ; 
a cuftom which frill prevails in Italy. The eighth hour was 
employed in bodily exercifes; after which they con Handy 
Jpathcd, and from thence went to fupper. 
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After a fiiort and light repaft at noon (agreeably 
to the g c> °d old cuftom of our anceftors,) he 
would frequently in the fummer, if difengaged 
from bufinefe, repofc himfelf in the fun ; during 
which time fome author was read to him, from 
whence he made extra&s and obfervations ; as in- 
deed this was his conftant method whatever book 
he read: for it was a maxim of his, that «* no 
ff book was fo bad, but fomething might be 
" learned frotfn it." When this was over, he ge- 
nerally went into the cold bath, and as foon as ht 
came out of it, juft took a flight rcfrefhment, and 
then repofed himfelf for a litdc while. Thus, as if 
it had been a new day, he immediately relumed 
bis ftudies till fupper-time, when a book was again 
read to him, upon which he would make fome 
hafty remarks. I remember once his Reader having 
pronounced a word wrong, fomebody at the table 
made him repeat it again j upon which my uncle 
aflked his friend if he underftood it? Who ac- 
knowledging that he did j why then, faid he, would 
you make hint go back again ? We have loft -by this in- 
terruption above ten lines : fo covetous was this great 
man of time ! In fummer, he always rofe from 
fupper by day-light ; and in winter, as foon as it 
was dark: and he obferved this rule as ftri&ly as 
if it had been a law of the ftate. Such was 
his manner of life amidft the noife and hurry 
of the town ; but in the country his whole time 

was 
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^vas devoted to ftudy without intcrmiffion ex- 
cepting only when.fre bathed ., In this exception 
I include no more than the time he was a&ual- 
ly in the bath ; for while he was rubbed and wiped, 
he was employed either in hearing fome book 
read to him, or in diftating. In his journies 
he loft no time from his ftudies, but his mind 
at thofe feafons being difengaged from all other 
bufinefs, applied itfelf wholly to that fingle pur- 
fuit. A fecretary b conftantly attended him in his 
chariot, who, in the winter, wore a particular fort 
of warm gloves, that the fharpnefs of the weather 
might' not occafion any interruption to my uncle's 
ftudies: and for the fame reafon when in Rome he 
was always carried in a chair. I remember he once 
j-eproved me for walking: " You might, laid he, 
* c employ thofe hours to more advantage:" for he 
thought every hour loft, that was not given to 
ftudy. By this extraordinary application he found 
time to compofe the feveral treatifes I have men- 
jtioned, be fides one hundred and fixty volumes which 

he 

* The word in the original, implies a perfon who wrote 
ftort hand ; an art which the Romans carried to its higheft 
perfection, 'as appears from the following epigram: 

Currant 'verba licet, manus eft meluius Hits \ 
' Nondum lingua fuum, dextra feregit of us. 

Mart. 14* 108, 

Swift tho' the words, (the pen ftill fwifterfoed) 
*J7ie hand )ias finifh'd, ere the tongue has laid. 
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he left me by his will, confiding of a kind of 
common-place, written on both fides, in a very 
fmall chara&er j fo that one might fairly reckon 
the number confiderably more. I have heard him 
fay, that when he was comptroller of the revenue in 
Spain, Largius Licinius offered him four hundred 
thoufand c fefterces for thefc manufcripts: and 
yet they were not then quite fo numerous. When 
you refledt upon the books he has read, artd the 
volumes he has written, are you not inclined to fuf- 
peft that he never was engaged in the affairs of 
the public, or the fervice of his prince ? On the 
other hand, when you are informed how indefa- 
tigable he was in his ftudies, are you not difpofed 
to wonder that he read and wrote no more ? For, 
on one fide, what obftacles would not the bufi- 
nefs of a court throw in his way ? And on the other, 
what is it that luch intenfe application might not 
perform ? I cannot but fmile therefore when I hear 
myfelf called a ftudious man, who in companion 
to him am an arrant loiterer. But why do I men- 
tion myfelf, who am diverted from thefe purfuits, 
by numberlefs affairs both public and private ? 
Even they whofe whole lives are devoted to ftudy, 
muft blufh to appear as mere idlers when compared 
with him. — I have run out my letter, I per- 
ceive, beyond the extent I at firft defigned, which 

Was 
e About 3,200 1. of our money. 
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was only to inform you, as you defired, what 
treatifes he has left behind him* Bqt I truft 
this will not be lefs acceptable to you than the 
books themfelves, as it may poffibly, not only raife 
your curiofity to read his works, but your emula- 
tion to copy his example, by fome attempts of the 
fame nature. Farewel. 



LETTER VL To SeVerus. 

I Have lately purchafed with a legacy that was 
left me, a ftatue of Corinthian brafs. It is 
finall indeed, but well executed, at leaft if I have 
any judgment j which moft certainly in matters of 
this fort, as perhaps in all others, is extremely de- 
fective. However, I think I have a tafte to dis- 
cover the beauties of this figure : as it is naked, the 
faults., if there be any, as well as the perfeftions, are 
more obfervable. It reprefents an old man in an 
ereft attitude. The bones, the mufcles, the veins, 
and wrinkles, are fo ftrongly exprefled, that you 
would imagine the figure to be animated. The 
charader is well preferved throughout every part 
of the body : the hair is thin, the forehead broad, 
the face (hriveled, the throat lank, the arms lan- 
guid, the breaft fallen, and the belly funk -, as 
the whole turn and air of the figure behind, is 
cxpreflivc of old age. It appears to be antique 

fronj* 
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from the colour of the brafs. In fhort, it is a 
performance fo highly finilhed, as to merit the 
attention of the moft curious, and to afford at 
the fame time plcafure to the moft common ob- 
ferver: and this induced me, who am an ab- 
solute novice in this art, to buy it. But I did fb, 
not with any intent of placing it in my own houfe, 
(for 1 have nothing of that kind there) but with 
a defign of fixing it in fome confpicuous place in 
my native province, perhaps in the temple of Ju- 
piter : for it is a prefent well worchy of a temple 
and a god. I defire therefore you would, with that 
care with which you always execute my requefts, 
give immediate orders for a pedeftal to be made for 
it. I leave the choice of the marble to you, but 
let my name be engraven upon it, and, if you 
think proper, my tides. I will fend the ftatue by 
the firft opportunity; or poffibly (which I am 
fore you will like better) I may bring it tfnyfelf : 
for I intend, if I can findleifure, to make an ex- 
curfion to you. This is a piece of news which I 
know you will rejoice to, hear ; but you will foon 
change your countenance, when I tell you my vifit 
wiirbe only for a few days : for the lame bufinefs 
that now detains me here, will prevent my making 
a longer ftay. Farewel. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. ^Caninus. 

I AM juft now informed, that Silius Italicw 
has ftarved himfelf to deaths at his villa near. 
Naples; Having been affli&ed with a cancerous 
humour, which was dgemed incurable, he grew 
weary of life under fuch painful circumftances, and 
therefore put an end to it, with the moft determin- 
ed courage. He had been extremely fortunate 
thro' the whole courfc of his days, excepting only the 
death of his youngeft fon $ however, That lofs was 
made up to him in the fatisfa&ion of feeing his 
eldeft, who is of a more amiable chara£ter, attain 
the confular dignity, and of leaving him in a very 
flourilhing fituation. He fuffered in his charafter 
during the time of Nero, having been fufpefted of 
being willingly concerned in fome of the information* 
which were carried on in die reign of that prince * 
but he made ufe of his intereft with Vitellius, with 
great difcretion and humanity. He acquired muck 
honour by his adminiftration of the government of 
Alia j and by his approved conduft, after his. re- 
tirement fropn public bufinefs, cleared his character 
from that ftain which his former intrigues had 
thrown upon it. He lived as a private nobleman* 
without power, and confequendy without envy. 
Tho' he was frequendy confined to his bed r and 
always to his chamber* yet he was highly re- 

fpefted, 
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ipe&ed, and much vifitcd ; not with an intcrcftcd 
view, but merely on account of his merit. He 
employed his time between converfing with men 
of letters, and compofing verfes ; which he fbmc- 
times recited, in order to try the opinion of 
the public ; but he difcovered m diem more 
induftry than genius. In the decline of his years, 
he entirely quitted Rome, and lived altogether 
in Campania, from whence even the acceffion of 
the new * emperor could not draw him: a cir- 
cumftance which I mention as well to the ho- 
nour of the prince, who was not difpleafed with 
his taking that liberty, as of Italicus, who was not 
afraid to make ufc of it. He was uqproached with 
indulging his tafte for the fine arts at an immode- 
rate expence. He had feveral villas in the fame 
province, and the laft purchafe was always the 
chief favourite, to the negledt of all the reft. They 
were furnilhed with large cplledions of books, 
ftatues and pi&ures, which he more than enjoyed, 
he even adored; particularly the ftatue of Virgil, of 
whom he was fo paffionate an admireF, that he ce- 
lebrated the anniverfary' of that poet's birth-day 
with more folemniry than his own ; efpccially at 
Naples, where he ufed to approach b his tomb with 

as 

a Trajan. 

b Travellers are (till (hewn a monument near Naples, which 
is called Virgil's tomb. But Mr. Addifor. « thinks it is almoifc 
44 certain, tnat this tomb Hood ot the other fiJe of the town, 
" which looks towards mount Vcfuvio." Addifon 1 * Travels, 

p. 164. 
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as much veneration as j fit had been a temple. In 
this ftatc of tranquillity he lived to the feventy-fifth 
year of his age, with a delicate, rather than an 
infirm conftitution. As he was the laft perfon upon 
whom Nero conferred the confular office (that 
prince being killed during his confujfliip) fo he was 
the laft alfo that fqrvived of all thofe who had been 
railed by him to that dignity* When I confide? 
this circumftancc, I cannot forbear lamenting the 
tranfitory condition of mankind. Is there any thing 
in nature fo fliort 'and limited as human lift, 
even in its moft extended period ? Poes it not 
feem to you but yefterday that Nero emitted? 
and yet not one of all thofe who were con- 
fuls in his reign now remains) Butwhyfhould 
I wonder at an event fo common? Lucius Pifa 
(the father of that Pifo who was infamoufly aflafli- 
nated by Valerius Feftys in Africa) ufed to %, he 
did not fee one pcrfpn in the d fenate who fat in 
that houfe when he was conful: fuch multitudes 
are fwept away in fo fliort a fpace ! I am therefore 
fo far from thinking thofe remarkable tears of 
Vol. J. K Xcrxe* 

p, 16^. MabiBon f in W* Mof. Ital, p. 1 12, fays, the follow 
»g epitaph wai dag op there: 

Siftitt viatora putfi, pauca, Ugitt ; 
Hicfitus tfiMaro! 

Stay travellers, I beg, and read this fliort Infcription: 

Here lies Maro ! 

\ The number offerors, as regulated by Auguftus, Was 6q^ 
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Xerxes need any apology, that in my judgment 
hiftory does honour to his charafter, which in- 
forms us, that when this prince had attentively 
furveyed his immenfe army, he could not foibear 
weeping, from the reflexion that fo many thou- 
sand lives would fo foon be -extinft. The more 
ardent therefore fhould our endeavours be to 
lengthen out this fhort portion of e*iften6e> if not 
by atchievements of glory (for occafions of that 
kind are not in our own power) yet however, by 
thofe of literary honour; and fincc it b not 
granted us to live long, let us tranfmit to pofterity 
fome memorial that we have at Ieaft lived. I 
well know, you want not any excitement;'but the 
warmth of my afFe&ion inclines me to iflftigate 
you in the courfe you are a&ually purfumg; as I 
have often been encouraged to proceed in mine by 
your exhortations. Happy contention, when two 
friends thus ftrive who fhall animate each other 
moft in their mutual purfuits of immortal fame! 
Farewel. 

L JE T T E R VIlL To Tr an<*u ill vs. 

TH E obliging manner in which you defire me 
to confer the a military tribunate upon your 
relation, which I had obtained of the b moft illu- 

ftrious 

* See B. 4* Lett. 4. note*, p. 191. 

b This was a title given to all fenators, in the times of the 
Utter emperors. 
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ftrious Ncratius Marcellus for yourfelf, is agree- 
able to that refpeft With which you always treat 
me. As it would have given me great pleafure tb 
have feen you in that poft, fo it will not be lefir 
acceptable to me to have it beftowed upon the per- 
fon you recommend: for hardly, I think, would 
It be confiftent to wifli the advancement of a 
friend's honours, and yet envy him the nobleft of 
all diminutions, that of a generous and an affection- 
ate relation. To deftrve preferment, and to be- 
ftdw it, is a glorious character ; and it will be 
yours, if you refign to your friend, what is due to 
your own merit* Of tfcis glory I too fhall par#. 
take, when the world (hall know, by the prefent 
inftance, that my friends are not only raifed to 
the tribunefhip, but have the power aMb to confer 
of it. I readily therefore comply with your gene- 
rous requeftj and as your name is.not yet enter-* 
ed upon the* roll, I can without difficulty infert 
that of Silvanus in its ftead. May he accept this 
good office at your hands with the ftrtie grate- 
ful difpofitdon, as I am furc jrou will receive H 
from mine ! Farewel* 



K» X-ET, 
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LETTER IX. fo Minutianus. 

I AM now at lcifurc to inform you of the great 
fatigue I underwent in defence of the province 
of Baetica : a caufe which turned upon a variety of 
queftions, and took up feveral days in hearing. 
Csecilius Claflicus was governour of Baetica, the 
year that Marius Prifcus adroiniftered the fame 
office in Africa. Cheilitis was a man of a 
bafe, abandoned charader, and had exercifed his 
authority with great violence and oppreflion. He 
was a native of Africa, as Prifcus was of Baetica; 
in allufion to which the latter people ufed archly 
to lay, (for a ftrong fenfe of injuries often gives 
a certain poighancy to the expreflion of one's 
feelings) we are paid in our own coin *. The 
only difference between them was, that Marius 
was profecuted on the part of a finglc city, 

as 

» This feems to be one of tbofc paflages to which it it im- 
pofliblc not only for a tranflator to do juftice, but, perhaps, 
even for the xnpft fkilful in the original language to enter into 
its true fpirit The expreflion, in its primary fenfe, implies no 
more than .this : " I have received a wound and returned 
* it." % (Didi malum & accepi ;J in which there does not ap- 
pear even the fainteft fhadow of wit or raillery. An inftance 
of the fame kind occurs in B. 4. Leu 1 1. where our author 
commends a farcafm of Valerius JUcinianus, as the moft fevero 
and fpirited imaginable, tho* there feems to be little in it 
to deierve that chara&er. In both cafes it is highly probable, 
that the force of the raillery confided either in fome allo£on» 
which we cannot difcover at this diftance ; or the words them- 
klves, perhaps, might, by fome double meaning, carry a fenfe 
- when they were fpoken, which is now loft. Nor is it to be won- 
dered 



X 
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as alfo by feveral private perfons; whereas the 
charge againft Clafficus was brought in the name 
of die whole united province of Baetica. He 
eicaped, however, the confequences of this impeach- 
ment, either by an accidental or voluntary death, 
I know not which* It is certain, at lead, the world 
imputed to him the difgrace of the latter; tho* I 
muft confcfs that point is to me extremely doubt* 
fuL For as on the one hand, it is reafonable to fup- 
pofe, that any man would rather choofe to die 
than be arraigned on a charge from which he 
could not clear himfelf ; fi> on the other, it is fur- 
prifing, that he who was not alhamed to commit 
the crimes of which he was accufed, fhould yet 
prefer death to the difgrace of a public conviftion. 
Neverthelefs, the Baetici perfifted in going on with 
the profecudon againft him. This privilege, which 
the laws admit, was now, after longdifufe, revived. 
They went farther, and infifted that his accomplices 
fhould likewife be proceeded againft at the fame 
time. 4 was counfel for the province together 
with Lucceius Albinus. He is a copious and 
K 3 elegant 

dered we (hould be under a difficulty of this kind, when the 
Romans themfelves, as Quindilian informs us, were, even in 
his time, at a lofs to difcover the true humour of feveral of 
Cicero's occafional Boms Mots, in that colleftion of them which 
were then extant; and that penetrating critic aflures us. that tho* 
many had endeavoured to clear up and explain the force and 
propriety of them, the attempt had always proved unfucccfs- 
faL Quind. L 6. c. 3. 
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elegant fpeaker* and tho* 1 always loved the man, 
yet the being joined with him in this caufe, has 
conlidcrably heightened my fcflfeftion* There is 
fomething in the purfuit of fame, efpecially of die 
oratorical kind, that is felfiih, unfociable, and jea- 
lous of participation ; but there was no rivaUhip be- 
tween us, and we united our common efforts in this 
'trial, without being mutually excited by any envious 
contention to difplay fuperiour talents* We thought 
die point in queftion was of too much importance, 
and of too complicated a nature, for each of us to be 
limited to a (ingle fpeech ; being apprehenfive we 
fhould neither have ftrength, nor time, to make 
good our charge againft fo many parties, if we com- 
prized them all under one general accufation* Such 
a variety of perfons and fedts would be apt to con- 
found, as well as weary, the attention of the judges. 
Befides, in that coUe&ive way of proceeding, 
either the intereft of fome might prove a prote&ion 
to all the reft; or, the moft inconfiderable of the 
party might be facrificed to the juftice \>£ their 
country, in order to favour the efcape of thofe of 
a more confpicuous rank : for partiality never exerts 
itfelf with more fuccefs, than when it is concealed 
und£r the fpecious appearance of feverity. We re- 
membered the advice'of Sertorius, whodire&ed the 
ftrongeft foldier to tear offthehorfe's tail at once, and 

the 
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the weakeft to pull it off heir by hair. — But you 
know the * ftory. In the fame manner we thought 
we had no other way to eppe with fuch a numerous 
body of criminals, but by attacking them fingly. 
Our firft and principal point was to prove Claflicus 
guilty, which would prepare the way to his ac- 
complices ; for till that was done, it would not 
be poffible tp fix any charge upon the latter. 
Amongft thefe we fingled out Bsebius Probus, 
and Fabius Hifpanus, whom we thought it ad- 
vifable to arraign immediately after Claflicus; 
thefe perfons being confiderable by theijr intereft, 
and Hifpanus in particular by his eloquence. 
There w»s no difficulty in proving the allega- 
tions againft Clafiicu* j for there was found afnong 
his memorandums an account under his own hand* 
of the feveral fums he h^d taken, and upon wh*t 
occaftans. A letter ..was alio produced which he 

K 4 lent 

* The ftory, as related by Valerius Maxima*, is to this pur* 
pofe : Sertorios being profcribed by Sylla, put himfelf at the 
head of the Lufitanil Thefe people, upon a certain occaiion, 
were for attacking at once- tjae whole Roman army, greatly fu- 
perior to them in numbers.* Sertorius endeavoured to diffuade . 
them by all the arguments in bis power, from fo rath a purpofe; 
but finding his oratory prevailed nothing, he ordered two 
horfes to be brought before him, and calling a young lufty 
foldier, and a worn out veteran; he directed the former to pull 
off the horfc's tail at once, and the other by degrees. The 
confequence was, the young man exerted all his ftrength in 
vain, while the old fellow performed his taflt. Thus,fays that 
author, thefe rude ungovernable people, who were running 
headlong to their deftru&ion, were convinced by this vifible 
reprefentation, of the juflnefs of that advice, which had no 
influence upon them in the way of reafoning. Val. Max* . 
1. 7. c. 6. 
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Tent to a certain favourite miftrefs 6f his at Rome, 
Wherein he exprefles himfelf in thefe words: 
Rejoice tbitb me, for I dm preparing to return to 
you ; toid in fucb a manner y as to bave nathmi 
to fear from my creditors, booing raifed four mil- 
lions b of feftercis upon the Bttiti. But it coft 
tis mudi time and pains to make good the 
articles againft Hifpanus and Probus. Before 
I entered upon the particular accuiations againft 
thefe, I thought it neceflary to prove, that 
to be the agents and minifters of a governour, 
in matters manifeftly unjuft, was in itfelf cri- 
mlnalv For, they did not attempt to deny the 
fa&, but pleaded in e*cufe, that they were 
officers under Claflicus, and therefore obliged to 
obey his Orders. Claudius Reftitutus, who was 
, counfel on their fide, has often aflured me, he 
never was mote perplexed and difconcerted than 
When he perceived I had feized this poft, in 
which he had placed all his ftrengtfy and confi- 
dence j tho* no man is more expert and vigi- 
lant in his profeffion, or more prepared againft 
ft furprize. The fenatc decreed, that an ac- 
count fhould be taken of the effefts Clafficus 
poflefled before he went to his government; that 
thefe fliould be given to his daughter; anddi- 
redted the overplus to be divided among the un- 
happy fufferers. The decree added, that his 

creditors 
* About 32,000!. of our money. 
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creditors fliould refund whatever monies they 
had received fince his return. Hifpanus and Pro* 
bus wer$ fentenced to be banifhed for five years: 
ib very atrocious did that conduft now appear^ 
which feemed at firft to be doubted whether it 
was criminal or not. A few days afterwards we 
proceeded againft Clavius Fufcus, who married the 
daughter of Clafiicus, and Stillonius Prifcus, who 
commanded a regiment under him; but the re- 
fpe&ive events were very different: for the for- 
mer was acquitted, and the latter banifhec} Italy for 
two years. At the third hearing, we thought k 
expedient to join feveral accomplices in one gene- 
ral charge, left by protralting this affair any 
longer, the patience of even the judges themfelves 
would be quite worn out and exhaufted by fatigue* 
We had indeed defignedly referved the moft in- 
confiderable of the perfons concerned, to this day* 
the wife of Clafficus only excepted, againft whom, 
tho* there was ftrong fufpicion, the proofs were 
by no means thought clear: as to his daughter, 
who was likewife in the number of the accufed, 
there was not the leaft ground for any charge 
againft her- When therefore, in the clofe 
of the pleadings I was to take notice of the 
latter, 1 thought it would ill become me to 
bear hard upon one who appeared to be innocents 
and therefore I fpoke very fully and freely in her 
▼indication. Indeed, as this impeachment was now 

drawing 
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drawing to a conclufion, there wis no danger thai 
this laft circumftancc would take off from the 
weight of the accufation againft her father, as 
it might; if I had defended her in the out-fcc of 
thecaufe. I addrefled myfelf to the deputies, and 
dcfired they would tell me if they had any thing 
to alledge againft her> which they thought they 
could prove; and appealed to the fenate, whe- 
ther I ought to employ my talents, if in truth I 
had any, to the deftruftion of an innocent perfon: 
and I concluded with faying, But perhaps IJball 
be ajked> if I take upon wyjelfto aS as a judge? By 
no means: I confider my/elf however as an advocate 
ehofenfrom amidft that venerable body. 

Thus ended this profecution, in which fo many 
parties were involved * fome of whom were 
acquitted, but the greater number condemned, 
cither to perpetual baniftiment, or for a limited 
time. The fenate were pleafed in the fame de- 
cree to honour us with a moft ample teftimony 
of our diligence, fidelity, and refolute perfever- 
ancc in the conduft of this important bufinefs: 
the only reward we could have received equal to 
the very laborious office we had fuftained. You 
will eafily conceive the fatigue we underwent in 
ipeaking and debating fo long and fo often, and 
in interrogating, aflifiirtg, or corifuting fuch a 
number of witneflesj as well as what a difficult 
and difagreeable u(k we had, to whhftand the 

private 
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private iblioitations, and public oppofition of the 
friends of the feveral perfons accufed. To give 
you an inftance t one of the judges thcmfelves, who 
thought I preffed too hard upon a defendant whom 
he favoured, could not forbear interrupting me.; 
Give me kave, faid I, to go on; for when I Jhatt 
have faid all I meant to fay, be will ftill he a$ 
innocent, as be was before. From hence you will 
colle& what a fcene of contention I went through^ 
and what enemies I brought upon irtyfelf. How* 
ever, it was but for a feafon. For tho* an honcft dis- 
charge of one's duty may, for the tirtie, offend thofe 
it oppofes; yet it will at lafl: be juftified,and -admir- 
ed, even by the very men who fuffer from it. ■ 

Thus I hive laid before you, in the cleareft 
manner I am able, this whole tranfaftion. You 
will regret, perhaps, the reading of fo long a letter, 
and tell me it was fcarce worth the trouble. A(k 
me theft no more what is doing at Rome ; and re- 
member, in my excufe, that confidering the time 
this trial took up, the great number of perfons 
concerned, and the fcveral proceedings againft 
them, my letter is of no unreafonable length : and 
I really think I have related the whole with as 
much brevity as exa&ncfs.— But upon recolle&ioft 
1 mull recall that lafl: word: for I perceive, a 
little too late indeed, that 1 have omitted a ma- 
terial circumftance. however, I will mention 
it here, tho* fomewhat out of its place. In this I 

9 haVc 
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have die example of Homer, and feveral other 
great names, to keep me in countenance; and the 
critics will tell you this inverted manner of relat- 
ing fads has its beauties: but upon my word, it is 
a beauty I had not at all in view. One of the 
Vitneffes, whether in refentment that he was fum- 
moned contrary to his inclination, or that he was 
fuborned by fome of the parties accufed to weaken 
the credit of the charge, defired leave to exhibit ar- 
ticles againft Norbanus Licinianus, one of the depu- 
ties, and a commiffioner appointed to carry on the 
prefent profecution j alledging, that he had 'prevari- 
cated in his charge againft Cafta, the wifeof Clafficus. 
The law direfts that the party accufed fliall be firft 
proceeded againft, before kny information (hall be 
received to the prejudice of the perfon who brings 
the charge^ becaufe, how far the information is to 
be credited, will bed appear from the manner in 
which the original caufe is condu&ed. But fa 
extremely odious was Norbanus, that neither the 
authority of the laws, nor a regard to his public 
funftion, could protect him. He was a man of 
an infamous charafter, who, like many others, had 
tiled his intereft with Domitian to very flagitious 
purpofes. He was appointed one of the commif- 
fioners by the province to manage this trial, not 
becaufe they had any opinion of his integrity, but as 

being 

* A prevaricator is defined by the Civilians, to be one that 

betrays that caufe to the adverfary, and turns on the criminal's 
fide whom he c-ught to profecute. 
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being a declared enemy to Claflkus,by whom he had 
been banifhed. Norbanusdefired he might have time 
allowed him for his defence, and a copy of the ar- 
ticles of his accufation. Both which were refufed 
him, and he was ordered to anfwer immediately 
to the charge. He did fo; and when I confider 
the genius and chara&er of the man, I know not 
whether I (hould fay, with great confidence, or great 
fpirit, but undoubtedly without the leaft embaraff- 
ment. There were many articles alledged againft 
him, much more to his disadvantage than the crime 
with which he was particularly charged. Among 
the reft, Pomponius Rufus, and Libo Frugi, per* 
fons of confular dignity, depofed, that he was coun- 
sel, in the reign of Domitian, for thofe infamous 
wretches who had informed againft Salvius Libe-» 
ralis. In (hort, Norbanus was condemned and ba*» 
niflied. When therefore I entered upon the charge 
againft Cafta, I infifted fingly upon this fentence 
againft Norbanus. But I urged this to little pur- 
pofe; for, by a very unprecedented and indeed 
a contradictory way of proceeding, the perfon 
acsufed was acquitted, white he who had enter-r 
ed into this combination in her favour, was con* 
demned* You will be curious to be informed 
how we, who were counfel againft her, afted in 
this extraordinary conjuncture. We acquainte4 
the jfenate, that as we had received all our 
information from Norbanus, we could npt, if h? 

Ibould 
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fcould be convided of collufion with this woman, 
proceed without new inftru&ions: having laid 
thk, we fat down during his whole trial, with- 
out interpofuxg. Norbanus, after his convi&ion, 
continued prefent every day throughout the remain- 
der of the proceedings, and prcferved the fame firm- 
nefs, or unembarrafied countenance to the laft 
And here, upon reviewing my letter, I find I have 
been guilty of another omiffion. I fhoukl have 
foJd you, that Salvius Liberal* inveighed ftrong- 
ly againft the reft of the deputies, infilling, that 
they had betrayed the truft repofcd in them by the 
province, and had not brought to juftice all the 
parties they were directed to profecute; As he is 
a man of great warmth of temper and much elo- 
quence, they were reatty in fome danger. But I 
took thole worthy perfoos tinder my prote&ioo, 
and they are fo grateful as to acknowledge I laved 
diem from the ftoim with which they were 
threatened. And now, my friend, I win put aa 
end to my letter in good earned:; nor detain you 
with adding a fyllable more, even tho' I fhouH 
find that fome circumftaaccs have ftill efcaped 
me. FareweL 



JLET- 
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LETTER X. To Spukikka and Cocci a\ 

I Did not, it is true, acquaint you, at my lafl: 
vifit, that I had compofed ibmething in praife 
of your fon ; becaufe it was not written in- order to • 
be mentioned, but merely as a private tribute of 
affe&ion to his memory, and" as a confolation to 
me in my concern for the lofs of him. Befides, 
my dear Spurinna, as you told me you heard I 
had read fbme piece to certain friends, I imagined 
you were informed, at the fame time of die fub^ 
je£t j and I was unwilling to caft a gloom upon 
yQur chearfulnefs in that feafon of gayety in which 
I found you, by recalling to your remembrance 
fo fevere a misfortune. I have even ftill fom« 
doubt, whether I fhould only fend you what I then 
recited, as you defxre, or join with it what J[ de- 
fign for another eflay: for a fmall traft was not 
onlyinfufficientto give due fcope to the fentiments 
of my heart, and to comprize the full offerings I 
would pay to one whofe memory I fo infinitely 
love and honour; but it feemed alfo more for the 
intereft of his fame, to have it thus diffeminated by 
feparate pieces.' But the confideration, that it will 
be treating you with a more friendly confidence to 
tranfmit to you the whole now, rather than referve 
part of it to another time/has determined me to 

,. .... * 
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do (b; elpecially as you have allured me you will 
not part with it out of your hands, till I fhal) 
think proper to publifti it. I beg you to give me 
a proof of the fame unreferve, by pointing out to 
me what you fhall judge would be beft altered* 
omitted, or added. It is difficult (and I know it 
by what I feel myfelf) for a mind in affli&ion to 
attend to fuch little cares. However, as you would 
direct a painter or ftatuary, who was reprefenting 
the figure of your fon, what parts he lhould retouch 
or exprefs ; fo I hope you will guide and inform my 
hand in this more durable, or (as you are pleafed 
to think it) this immortal pifture of his mind, 
which I am endeavouring to draw : for the nearer 
it fhall refemble the original, and the more finifhcd 
it fhall be, fo much the more kiting it is likely 
to prove. Farewel, 



LETTER XL S* Julius Gbnitor. 

IT is the generous difpofition of Artemidorus to 
heighten the good offices of his friends * and 
in that light you muft look upon thofe ftrongpro- 
fcflions he makes of his obligations to me* It i* 
true, indeed, when the philofophers were * expelled 

Rome, 

* Ppmttinn toniihed the pfcilofophcrs not ooly from Rom? 
hit Italy* as Suctoaius and A. Gelliua inform as; among 
llftft wat tfee cckbratc4 EfUtaiis, 
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Rome, I vifited him at his houfe near the city j 
and I ran the greater hazard in paying him that 
civility, as I was at that time Pnetor. . I likewife 
fupplied him with a confiderable fum to difcharge 
fome debts he had contra&ed upon very honourable 
occafions, tho' I was obliged to borrow the money 
myfelf; while his other friends, who both in power 
and fortune were capable of aflifting him, flood 
coldly at a diftance without contributing any re- 
lief to his diftrefs. ' This I did under the difcou- 
raging inftances before my eyes of the fufferings of 
feven of my friends; Senccio, Rufticus, and Helvi- 
dius, being juft then put to death, at the fame time 
that Mauricus, Gratilla> Arria, andFennia, were fent 
into exile; and fcorched as I was with the lighten- 
ing of the ftate, which thus flafhed round nic, I had 
great reafon to expeft it would not be long before 
it dcftroyed me too. But I do not deem myfelf 
upon that accpunt, as meriting the high encomiums 
my friend bellows upon met all I pretend to is, 
that I was no^ guilty of the infamous meannefs 
of abandoning him in his misfortunes. I had, as 
far as the difference of our ages would admit, a 
friendfhip for his father-in-la>w Mufonius, whom I 
both loved and efteemed. Artemidorus himfetf I 
madfc acquaintance with when I was military tribune 
in Syria, where I entered into tjie ftrifteft intimacy 
with him. And I confidcr it as a proof that there 
Vot. I. L % was 
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was fomething right in my difpofition, by having 
fo early difcovered the merit of this amiable man* 
who if he is not a philofophe*, exceedingly rcftm- 
bles one; I am fare at leaft, of all thofe who take 
upon themfelves that title, 1 know none of a more 
fineerc and unaffected integrity. I forbear to 
mention How he kidures the extremities of heat 
and cold) how indefatigable i* labour, how abfte* 
midus in the pleafures of the table, and how abso- 
lutely he reftrains all his appetites; fbr thefe 
qualities) remarkable as they would certainly be 
in any other character, are rendered lefs confpicu- 
ous in him, by the fuperiour luftre of thofe more 
extraordinary virtues which recommended him 
to Mufonios for a fo^-in-kw, ii* preference to 
fo many others of all ranks who paid their ad- 
dreffes to his daughter* 1 canno* therefore but 
be highly fenfible of the advantageous terms in 
which he (peaks of me to every body, and par- 
ticularly to you. But I am apprehenfive (to re- 
turn to the observation with wbjtfi I fet out) that 
the warmth of his benevolence noay carry him 
beyond the bounds I deferve : for he, who is fo 
free from all other errors, is extremely apt R> 
fall into the good-natured one, of over-rating 
tte merit of hk friends. Farowel. 

LET- 
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LETTER XI!. ?^Catilc0S. 

T Accept of your invitation to Tapper ; but t 
■*• muft make this agreement before- hand> that 
you difmifi iiie loon, and treat me frugally* Let 
our entertainment abound only in philofophical 
converfation, and even that too with modera~ 
tron> There are certain offices which tring 
paflengers into the ftreejts at midnight, and which 
Cato himfelf. could hot fafely fall in with * tho* I 
muft cohfefs at the fame, rime, that J. Caefar % 
when he reproaches him with that circumftance, ex- 
alts the character he meant to expofe : for he de- 
fcribes thofe perfons who met this reeling pa- 
triot, as blufhing when they difcovered who he 
wasj and adds, you would have thought that Cato 
had detected Them, and not They Cato. Could he 
place the dignity of Cato in a ftronger light 
than by reprefenting him thus venerable even in 
his cups ? As for ourfelves, neverthelefs, let tem- 
perance not only fpread our table, but regulate 
our hours: for we are not arrived at fo exalted a 
reputation, that our enemies cannot cenfure ou* 
conduft without applauding it at the fame time. 
Farewd. 

La . LET* 



• Julias Caefar wrote an invo&ive againft Cato of Utica, 
Co which, ic is probable, Pliny here allude*. 
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LETTER XIII. I* Rom anus* 

IHave fent you, as you defired, the panegyric I 
delivered in my late confulfhip in honour of our 
moft excellent • emperor i and I intended to have 
lent it eho' you had not made the requeft. I could 
with, when you perufe this performance, you would 
refleft upon the difficulty, as well as the dignity 
of the fubjeft. In other compofitions, where the 
reader is not acquainted with the circumftances 
upon which they turn, the novelty of them engage 
his chief attention 2 but in a topic fo known and ex- 
haufted as the prefent, he has nothing to divert him 
from confidering the ftile and manner of his author; 
and the writer has a hard tafk to pleafe his read- 
ers, when the whole force of their criticifm is foldy 
direfted to thofe fingle points. But I fhould be glad 
that the arrangement, the metaphors, and connec- 
tions, which I have employed in this difcourfe, might 
be particularly obferved. A ftrong imagination, 
and pompous expreffion will fometimes break out in 
; the moft unpoliftied writer; but regularity in the 
\plan of a work, and propriety in the figures, are 
the diftinguiftring charafteriftics of an improved 
and correft genius. The fhihing and the elevated 
are not always to be affe&cd. As (hades in a pic- 
ture fhew the luminous parts to more advan- 
tage, 
• Trajan. 
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cage, fo the plain and fimple in writing recom« 
mend and heighten the fublime. But 1 forget 
that I am talking to one who is fo complete a 
judge of thefe matters. I Jhould rather beg of 
you to point out to me what you {hall think re* 
quires correction : for if I fhould find that you dif» 
like fome parts, I fhall be more inclined to believe 
you approve of the reft. Fartwel. 



LETTER XIV. SVAcilivs. 

THE atrocious treatment which Largiuj 
Macedo, a perfbn of Praetorian rank, lately 
received from his flaves, is fo extremely tragical, 
that it deferves to be the fubj&t of a more con- 
fiderable narrative than a private letter; tho' at 
the fame time it mull be acknowledged, there was 
a haughdnefs and feverity in his behaviour towards 
jthen>> which fhewed him little mindful that his 
own father was once in the fame fervile flare. They 
furrounded him as he was bathing at his villa 
near Formiae, and fome beat him about the face 
and head, whilft others trampled upon his brtaft, 
his belly, and his privy parts : when they ima- 
gined they had thus compleated their intentions, 
they threw him upon the burning pavement of the 
hot bath* to try if there was any remaining life 
J- 3 .left 
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left in him. He lay there ftretched out* and mo- 
aonkfs, either as being really fenfelefs, or only 
counterfeiting s upon which they concluded him 
t&ually dead. In this condition they brought him 
out, pretending chat he was fuHbcated by the heat 
of the bath. Some of his more twfty fervania 
jipeeived him* and the alarm being (pread thro* the 
family, his concubines ran to him with the mod vio- 
lent fhricks. The noife of their cries, together with 
die frefli air, brought him a little to himfelf, and he 
gave; figns (as he now fafely might) that he was 
not quite dead. The murderers immediately made 
their cfcape* but the greater .part of them arc 
token, and they are in pyrfuit of the reft. Jfy pro- 
per application* he was, with great difficulty, kept 
alive for a few days, and then expired j having 
Jbowever the Jatisfa&ion before he died pf knowing 
that juft vengeance would be infli&ed on bis aflaf* 
fins. Thus you fee to what indignities, outrages, 
and dangers, we are expofed. Lenity and good 
treatment is no fecurity from the villainies of onea 
tenants ; for it is malice, and not nefte&on, 
that arms fuch ruffians againft their matters,-** 
So much for this piece of news : and now, I think* 
I am exhauftcd. But you will be apt, X ima- 
gine, to aflc, "Is this all?' 1 In truth k is; tftber, 
' wife you jhoukl have it; for^my paper and my time 
Mo, (as it is a holy-day with me,) will allow me to 
*dd more. Upon rccolle<2ion* however, I can tell 

you 
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jtau one farther x^rci^ftance rekrVig to Maccdo, 
which juft now occurs to me. As he was once ia 
a public bath at Rome, a Angular, and (as it 
ihould feem by the manner of his death) an omi- 
nous accident happened to him. A flave of Mace- 
do's, in order to make way for his mafter, laid 
bjs hand gently upon a Roman knight, who fud- 
<denly turning round, by miftake gave Macedo fo 
violent a blow, that he almoft knocked him down. 
Thus the bath feeins to have been fatal to him by * 
.kind of gradations for firft: he received an ipdigr 
oity in one bath, and was afterwards afiaffinated ifi 
another. Farewel. 

LETTER XV. To Proculus. 

^TO U defire me to read your poems during my 
"*■ recefs, and txj examine whether they are 
&t for public view $ and after reqstfftiog me to turn 
feme of my kiting hours from my owafludies to 
yours* you jemiad me that Tully was remarks 
kit for. his generous encouragement and patronage 
of poetical geniufes. But you did not do mc jus- 
tice, if you.fiippofed I wanted either in treaty** 
example upon this occafion, who not only worfhip 
the mufes with die molt religious veneration, but 
have alio the warmeft friendfhip for yaurfelf ; I fhall 
therefore do what you require, with equal pleafure 
opd attention. 1 believe I may venture to declaim 
h 4 before* 
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before-hand, that your performance has great 
merit, and ought by no means to be fuppreffed ; 
at leaft that was my opinion when I heard you re- 
cite it: if indeed your flcilful manner of reading 
and fweetnefs of elocution did not impofe upon 
my judgment. I truft, however, the charming 
cadence did not entirely overcome the force of 
my criticifmj it might poffibly a little foften its 
fcverity, but could not totally turn its edge. I 
think therefore I may fafely pronounce this my 
opinion of your poems in general : what they are 
in their feveral parts, I {hall judge when I read 
them. Farewel; 



LETTER XVI. To Nepos. 

I Have frequently obferved, that amongft the 
noble aftions and remarkable layings of dif- 
tinguilhed perfons in either fex, thofc which have 
been moft celebrated have not always been the moft 
worthy of admiration; and I am confirmed in this 
opinion, by a conversion I had yefterday with Fan- 
ilia. This lady is grand-daughter to that famous 
Arria, who animated her hufband to meet death, by 
her own glorious example. She informed me of fe- 
.veral particulars relating to Arria, not lefs heroical 
than this applauded a&ion of hers, tho' lefs the fub- 
jedt of general renown; and which I am perfuaded 
• . will 
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will raifc her as muck in your admiration as they 
did in mine. Her hulband Csecinna Paetus, and 
her fon, were each attacked at the fame time with 
a dangerous illnefs, of which the fan died. This 
youth, who had a moft beautiful perfon and ami- 
able behaviour, was not lefs endeared to his pa- 
rents by his virtues than by the ties of affedUoru 
His mother managed his funeral fb privately, that 
Paetus did not know of his death. Whenever flic 
came into his bed-chamber, flie pretended her fon 
was better : and as often as he enquired concerning 
his health, flic anfwered he had refted well, or had 
eaten with an appetite. When fbefound ihe could 
no longer reftrainher grief, but her tears were gulh- 
ing out,' Ihe would leave the room, and having 
given vent to her paffion, return again with dry 
eyes and a ferene countenance, as if Ihe had dif- 
mifled every fendment of forrow at her entrance. 
JIer a refolution, no doubt, was truly noble, when 

drawing 

? The dory, as mentioned by feveral of the ancient hifto- 
rians, is to this purpofe : Pattus having joined Scriborrianue, 
who was in aims in lllyria again ft Claudius, was taken after 
the death of the latter, and condemned to death. Arria, 
having in vain foliated his life, perfuaded him to deftroy 
himfelf, rather than fuffer the ignominy of falling by the exe- 
cutioner's hands ; and in order to encourage him to an ad, to 
which it ieems he was not much inclined, ihe Jet him the 
example in the manner Pliny relates. * 

** In a pleafure-houfe belonging to the Villa Ludwifa at 

* l Rome there is a fine flatue reprefenting this adion ; P actus 

'* is flabbing himfelf with one hand, and holds up the dying 

f* Arria with the other. Her finking body hangs fo loofe, as 

' "if 
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drawing the dagger fre plumed it in her breaft, 
and then prefentcd it to her hufband wkt that ever 
memorable, I had almoft fakl that divine expreffidfb 
P*tus, it is not pakfui.. It muft however be consi- 
dered, when (he fpoke and a£ted thus, ihe waflea- 
couraged and fpppofted by the profped of immor- 
tal glory. But was it not foipething much greater 
without the aid of fijeh animating motives, to hide 
her tears, to conceal her grief, and chearfully a& 
the mother when (he was a mother no more? 

Sctibonianus had taken up arms in IUyria, 
againft Claudios, where having loft his life, Paetus, 
who was of his party, was brought prifoner to 
Rome. When they were going to put him on 
board a (hip, Arria befought the foldiers that &e 
might be permitted to attend him: Certainly, Jaid 
ihe, you comet rtfqfc a man ofcnjular dignitj % as 
hi is, a fiw JI&V4S to wait upqn bim\ but if yen 
will take nu> I atom will perform tfrtir office, Her 
requeft was refufed; upon which ihe hired a 

fmall 

«* if every joint were relaxed." Wright's Travels, p. 334* 
Martial alio has celebrated this heroic a&ion in a famoua 
epigram: 

Caftafuo giadium cum tradtret Arria P*U, 

Quern at <vijhrxbus traxerat iffafuu% s 
Si fuafdes, wtlmu quid feci boh dajet, imquti, 

Sed quod tu faciei, hoc mubi, Pate, doLt. L. I. 14. 

When from her breaft, challe Arria fnatchM the fword. 
And gave the deathful weapon to her lord, 
Mjr wound, fhe faid, believe me, does not fmart; 
'Tw thine alone, my Psetus, pains my heart. 
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finall fUhing-reflel, and boldly ventured to follow 
the fhip. At her return to Rome, fhe met the 
wife of Scribonianus in the emperor's palace, who 
preffing her tp d&over all Ihe knew of that infor* 
region, What I . faid (he, fbaU I regard thy advice, 
who faw'ft thy huflxmd murdered even in thy very 
arms, and yet furviveji him? An exprefiion which 
evinces, that the glorious manner in which fhe 
put an end to her life, was no unpremeditated 
efieft of fudden paffion. When Thrafea, who 
married her daughter, was difibading her from her 
purpofe of deftroying herfelf, and among other 
arguments, laid to her,' Would you then advife your 
daughter to die with me, if my life were to he 
taken from. me? Moft certainly I would, fhe replied, 
if foe had lived as long and in as much hartwny 
with you,j*s f have with my P*tus. This anfwer 
greatly heightened the alarm of her family, and 
made them oMerve her for the future more nar- 
rowly 5 which, when fhe perceived, flie affured 
tliem, all their caution would be to no purpofe. 
Tou may oblige me, laid Arc, to enecnSe my rtfdu- 
turn in a way that wiH give me more pam, but if 
is impqffible you Jhculd prevent it. She had fcarce 
laid this, when fhe fprang from her chair, and 
running her head with the utmoft violence a* 
gainft the wall, fell down in appearance dead- 
But being brought to herfelf / told yen, £ud fhe, 

if 
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if you would notjuffar me to take an cajypatb to death, 
Ijbould make my way to it thro* fame more difficult 
paffage. Now, is there not, my friend, fomething 
much greater in all this, than in the fo-much-talk- 
ed-of, Psetus, it U not painful? to which, indeed, it 
feems to have led the way : and yet this laft is the 
favourite topic of fame, while all the former are 
pafled over in profound filence. Whence I can- 
not but infer, what I obferved in thel>eginning of 
my letter, that the nobleft a&ions ate not always 
the moft celebrated. FareweU 



LETTER XVII. *o Sbrvian us, 

j 

TO what fhall I attribute your long filence ? 
Is it want of health, or want of leifure, that 
prevents your writing? Or is it, perhaps, that 
you have no opportunity of conveying your let- 
ter* i Free me, I intreat you, from the perplexity 
of thefe doubts $ for they are more, be affurcd, 
than I am able to fupport ; and do fo, even tho' it 
be at the expence of an exprefs mefienger : I will 
gladly bear his charges, and even reward him too, 
fhould he bring me the news I wifh. — As for my- 
felf, I am well, if to be well, can with any propriety, 
be faid of a man, who lives in the utmoft fufpenfe 
and anxiety, under the apprehenfion of all the ac- 
cidents 
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cidents which can poffibly beftl the friend he molt 
afie&ionately loves* FareweL 

LETTER XVIII. To Sevkrus. 

I Was obliged, by my confular office, to compli- 
ment the emperor ■ in the name of the re- 
public : but after I had performed that ceremony 
in the fenate in the ufual manner, and as fully as 
the time and place would allow, I thought it agree- 
able to the affettion of a good fubjeft, to en- 
large thole general heads, and extend them into a 
Complete difcourfe. My principal view in doing 
fo, was, to confirm the emperor in his virtues, by 
paying that tribute of applaufe to them which they 
fo juftly deferve * and at the feme time to diredt 
future princes, not in the formal way of lefture, 
but by his more engaging example, to thofe paths 
they muft purfue, if they would attain the fame 
heights of glory. To inftruft fovefeigns how to 
form their conduft, is a noble, but difficult tafk, 
and may, perhaps, be deemed preemption : but 
to applaud the chara&er of an accomplifhed 
Prince, and to hold him out to pofterity, as a 
fight to guide fucceeding monarchs, is a method 
equally ufefal, and much more modeft. It afford- 
ed me a Very Angular pleafute, when I recited this 

pane- 

* Trajan. 
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panegyric in a private aflembly, that my friends 
gave me their company, tho' I did not fobcit them 
in the ufual form of circular billets, but on|y re- 
quired their attendance, if it would be agreeable to 
them, and they fhould happen to beatlcifure. You 
know the excufes which are generally made at Rome 
to avoid invitations of this kind, and prior engage* 
ments are ufually alledged \ yet tho* the weather 
proved extremely bad at that time, they attended the 
recital for two days together : and when I thought 
it would be unreafonable to detain them any long- 
er, they' infilled upon my going through with it 
the next day. Shall I confider this as an honour 
done to myfelf, or to literature ? Rather let me 
fuppofe to the latter, which, tho* well-nigh extinft, 
feems to be now again reviving amongft us. Yet 
what was the fubjeft which raifed this uncom- 
mon attention? No other than what formerly, 
even in the fenate, where we were obliged to fub- 
mit to it, we could not endure to hear, tho 9 but for 
a few moments./ But now, you fee, we have pa- 
tience to recite and liften to a topic of the lame na- 
ture for three days together : and the reafon of the 
difference is, not that we have more eloquence > but 
more liberty than formerly, and coafequently write 
with a more unconftrained fpirit. It is an additional 
glory therefore to our prefent emperor, that das 
fort of harangues, which were once as difgufting as 
they were falfe, are now as plcafing as they are 
3 fincere. 
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fincere. But it was not only the carneft attention 
of my audience which afforded me pleafure ; 1 
was greatly delighted too with the juftnefe of 
their tafte : for I obferved, that the more rigid 
ientiments of my difcourfe gave them peculiar fa- 
tisfa&ion. It ts true, indeed, this work, which 
was written for the ^erofal of the world in. ge- 
neral, was read only to a few* however, I would 
willingly confider their particular judgment as an 
carneft of that of the public, and rejoice at their 
manly tafte as if it were univerfaUy fpread. It , 
was in eloquence as in mulk, the vitiated ears 
of the audience introduced a depraved ftile* but 
now I am inclined to hope, as a more correct 
judgment prevails ki the public, our composi- 
tions of both kinds will improve too * for thole 
authors, whofe only, view is to pkafe, will form 
their works upon the popular tafte. I truft, 
however, in fubjc&s of this nature, the florid 
ftile is moft proper ; and am fo far from think- 
ing, that the vivid colouring I have ufed, will be 
e (teemed foreign and unnatural, that I am moftap* 
prehenfive cenfure will fall upon thofe parts where 
the di&ion is moft fimplc and unorsrameated. 
Neverthelefs> I fincerely wi(h the time may come, 
and that it now were, when the fmooth and 
lufcious manner, which has infcftcd our ftile, 
fha.il give place* as it ought, to fevere and chafte 
cotnpofuioa 

Thus 
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Thus, I have given you an account how I have 
been employed theft laft three days* that your ab- 
fcnce might not entirely deprive you of a pleafure, 
which, from your friefidlhip to me, and the part 
you take in every thing that concern* the intereft 
of literature, I know ydu would have received, if 
you had been prefent. FareweL y 

LETTER XIX. T$ Calvis* us RiJfuS* 

IMuft have recourfe to you, as ufual, in an aflaif 
which concerns my finances. An eftate is of. 
fered to be fold which lies contiguous to mine, and 
tndeed is intermixed with it. There are leveral 
circumftances which ftrongly incline me to this 
purchafe, as there are others no lefs weighty which 
deter me from it. The firft recommendation it has, 
is, the beauty which will refult from uniting this 
farm to my own lands ; the next, the advantage as 
well as the pleafure of being able to vifit it under 
one trouble and expence ; to have it fuperintended 
by the fame fte wards cultivated almoft by the fame 
hulbandmen; and to have only a fingle manfion to 
fupport and embellifh, as it will be fufficient to 
keep up the other juft in common repair. I take 
into this account furniture, houfe -keepers, garden- 
ers, artificers, and all the apparatus that relates to N 
the game, as it faves a very confiderable expence 
when you are not obliged to keep them at more 
houfes than one. On the other hand, I don't know 

whether 
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whether it is prudent to venture (q much of one'* 
property expofed to the lame cliipaft, and to the 
fame cafualtie$ ; if feems a ijwre fure method of 
guarding 4gainft the caprice* of fortune, fo diftri- 
fcute oyr pofiei&Qnt ip to different fituatjons : befidcf, 
there is fomething cxtreipely amyfing in Ihjfting 
the fcene ? and trayelling from on? eftate to an- 
other. Bift to mention t)ie point of principal diflj- 
pulty: the tynds are rich, fertile! and weljrwat^rejj, 
confiding chiefly of tpeadow grounds, yineyards, 
and woods i the produce of which Jaft, tho* \t is npt 
yery grpat, or very profitable, yep fi?ldoiyi fails: 
but then, to balance the advantages of foil, the 
prelent tenants h»ve been egtreqiely opprefied. 
The perfon who was laft in pofleffion ufed frequent- 
ly to feize and fell their dock, by which mean?, tho* 
he leffened the d?bt for the prefect, yet iq the event 
jhe greatly jmpoyerifhed the eftate, and the conic* 
quence was, that the tenants were again in arrears. 
I lhall be obliged therefore to furnifli thele hojjeft 
farmers with a new fupply of hands for tillage, 
jwljich I mull be at the expence of buying, as there 
put pone left upon the eftate, neither have I any 
jbond-flav£s/ of my oiyn* And now it remain? 
pnly to inform you of the price - f Tyhich is three 

... J™!? 

# Th# Romans Jifed to employ their criminals in the lower 
pj5c« of hutyaudnr, fuoh as ploughing, &c. f tin. ij. ty f 
). 18. 3. 
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-wfflidfc b of ftfteKfe*. It has beat ibrmefly ibid 
ifiKr five c ^nftfiofts -, but, partly by the .general cala- 
^mtrjr <rf the times, and partly by its being thus 
Gripped of labourers, the -income of frhiaeftaeeis 
feduted, and cbrifeqtiently its value. You will be 
incltaedj perhaps, to enquire whether I can eafily 
ftrife the pifrchafe-moniey? It is true, my effete 
•fe cHiefly in land, tho* I have alio Tome money 
placed out at intereft; but I can without diffi- 
culty borrow any fum I may want. I have 
always a fure refourc& in the purfe of my wife's 
toother, which I can /ufe with the famctrecdom 
>*s my own; fo that you need not give yourfiflf 
any trouble as to that article, if youlhouM have 
no Other objections, which I -beg you'wotfld very 
Accurately confider: for as in every thing elfe, fo 
* particularly in matters of ceconomy, no man has 
more judgment and experience than yourfelf. 
TareweL 

LETTER XX. To Maximus. 

YO U remember, no doubt, to have read 
what commotions were occafioned by the 
Maw, which ordains that the Mentions of magi- 
; * J ■ - ftrates 

* About 24,000]. of oar money. 

* .About 40,000 ]. of oar money. , > 

* The author of this law' was one Gabinius, a tribune of 
the people, A. U. 614. It gave a very confiderabfe blow to 
ike influence of the nobility, as in this way of balloting it 

coald 
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ftrates fliaH be by balloting, and how much the 
author <of it was both approved and Condemned. 
Yet this Vtty law the fenate lately imanimoufly re- 
vived } and upon theeleftion day, with one cori- 
fent, called for the 1»llots. It mutt be owned, the 
method by open votes had introduced into the fe- 
nate more riot ahd diforder thin is feen even in the 
iffemblies ;of the people ; all regularity in fpfcak- 
Sng, aH decency of filence, aril dignity of charaftrt 
was difregarded * it was univerial drffonance and 
clamour: here, the feveral candidates running frorh 
fide to fide with their patnfns; there, a troop 
coHfe&ed together in the middle of the fenate, 
and, in fhort, the whole afifcrftbly dividing 
ihto feparate parties, crtated the ; moft indeccht* 
Vroftfijfion. Thus widely had we departed from 
fhfe hianners of our anceftors, who conduced 
thefe dedtionS with a calmnefi and regularity 
fiiitefcld to the reverence which is due to the ma* 
jefty df the place. I have been informed by fome, 
who remembered thofe times, that the method ob- 
Terved in their aflemblies was this : the name of 
the jfcrfon who offered himfelf for any office being 
called over, a profound filence enfued, when im- 
mediately the candidate appeared; who after he 
had fpoken for himfelf, and given an account to 

M 2 the 

could not be difcovered on which fide the people gave their 
notes, and consequently took off that restraint the/ befeff 
Jay under, by the tear of offending their fuperiours. 
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the fenate of his mariner of life, called witnefle* 
in fupport of his chara&cr. Thefe were, either 
the pcrfon under whom he had ferved in the army, 
or to whom he had been Qusfeftor, or both, (if 
the cafe admitted of it ;) to whom he alfo joined 
fame of thofe friends who efpoufed bin intcreft, 
Thpy delivered what they had to fay in his favour, 
in few words, but with great dignity : and this had 
/at. more influence than the modern method of 
♦humbk folicjtation. Sometimes the candidate 
woqld objeft .either to the birth, oj; age, or cha- 
racter of hi$ competitor; to which the fepatc 
would Hften with a fevere and impartial atten- 
tion : and. thus was merit generally preferred to 
inrerefh But corruption having abufed this wife 

~ inftitution of our anceftors, we were obliged to 
have recourfe to the way of ballotingt as the 
moft probable remedy for the evil. The me- 
thod being new, and immediately put in prae» 
tice, it anfwered the prefent purpofe v^ry well j 
.but, I am afraid, in procefs of time, it will intro- 
duce new inconveniences; as this manner of bal* 
.loting fcems to afford a fort of fcreen to injuftice 
and partiality. For how few are there who pre- 
serve the fame delicacy of copdiift in fecret, as 
whej) expqftd to the view of the world ? The 
trutfh is, the generality of mankind revere Fame 

.more than Confcience. But this, perhaps, may 

be 
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be pronouncing too haftily upon a future event: 
be it therefore as it hereafter may, we have in the 
mean while obtained by this method an election 
of fuch m&giftrates as bed deferred the honour. 
For it was with us as with that fort of judges 
who are named upon the {pot; we were taken 
before we had time to be biafied, and therefore 
we determined impartially. 

I have given you this detail, not only as a piece 
of news, but becaufe I am glad to leize every 
opportunity of (peaking of affairs concerning the 
republic; a fubjeft, which as we have fewer oc- 
cafions of mentioning than our anceftofs, fo we 
ought to be more careful not to let any of them flip. 
In good earneft, I am tired with repeating over and 
Over the fame compliments, How d 9 ye do? and / 
hope you are well. Why (hould our letters for ever 
turn upon trivial and domeftic concerns? It is 
true, indeed, the direction of the public weal is 
in the hands of a (ingle perfon, who, for the 
general good, takes upon # himfelf to cafe us of the 
whole care and weight of government; but ft ill 
that bountiful fource of power permits, by a very 
generous difpenfatibn, fome ftreams to flow down* 
to us: and of thefe we m^y not only partake our- 
felves, but thus, as it were, adminifter them to 
our abfent friends, Farewel. 

M 3 LET- 
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LETTER XXI. <T* Priscus. 

I Have juft received an account of the death of 
poor Martial, which much concerns me. Ha 
Was a man of an acute and lively genius, and 
his writings abound with much fatyrical wit* 
conducted at the fame time by equal candor. 
When he left Rome, I made him a prefenft 
to defray the charges of his journey ; and I gave 
it to him, hot only as a teftimony of my friend-* 
fhip, but in return for the verfes with which 
he had complimented me. It was the cuftom of 
theancients to diftingutfti thofe poets with honour- 
able and pecuniary rewards, who had celebrated 
particular perfon6 or cities in their verfes i but this 
good cuftom, with every other that is generous and 
noble, is now grown out of faihion; and in con- 
fequence of having ceafed to aft laudably, we 
confider praife as an impertinent and worthlefi 
tribute. You will be defirous, perhaps, to fee die 
verfes which merited this acknowledgment from 
me j and I believe I can, from my memory, 
partly fatisfy your curiofity, without referring you 
to his works: but if you fliould be pleafed with 
this ipecimen, you muft turn to his poems for 
the reft. He addreffes himfelf to his mufe, whom 
9 he 



} 
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he dire&s to go to my houfe upon the a EfytdlUi 
but to approach it with refpedt : 

Go, wanton muje, but go with care, 
Nor meet, ill-tim'd, my Pliny 9 s ear: 
He, by/age Minerva taught, 
Gives the day to ftudious thought, 
And flans that eloquence divine, 
Which Jhall to future ages Jbine, 
And rival, wondrous Tully I thine. 
Then, cautious, watch the feftive hour, 
When Bacchus reigns in all his'fowW ; 
When crown'd with fragrant cbaflets gay, 
Cat os might read my frolic lay \ 

Do you not think that the poet who addrefied thefe 
lines to me, deferved fome friendly marks of my 
bounty then, and of my fprrow now? For he gave 
me the beft he had to bellow, and' it was want of 
power only that his prefent was not more valuable. 
But indeed, what can be conferred more valuable 
than the honour of nevdr- fading praife? — And 
tho' it fhould be granted, that his poems will not 
long furvive their author, ft ill, no doubt, he flattered 
himfelfthey would prove immortal. Farewel. 



* One of the feven famous hills upon which Rome was 
situated. 

* Mart. L x. 19. 
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Jook iv» 
Letter i. To Fabatus. 

YOU have Jong defired avifit from your grand* 
daughter * accompanied by me. Nothings 
be allured, could be more agreeable to us both; for 
toe equally wiffr to lee you* dnd are determined 
to delay that pleafure no longer. For this purpofe 
our baggage is actually making ready, and we are 
flattening to you with all the expedition the roads 
Will permit. We fliall flop only once, and 

that 

* Calphtroia, Pliny's wife. 
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that for a fhort time; intending to turn a little out 
of the way in order to go into Tufcany: not 
for the fake of looking upon our dtate, and int* 
our family concerns; for that we could defer to 
another opportunity* but to perform an indepen- 
dable duty. There is a town near my eftate, call- 
ed b Tifernum-upon-the-Tiber, which put itfelf 
under my patronage when I was yet a youth. 
Thefe people enter warmly into my intcreft, 
celebrate my arrival among them with public re- 
joicings, exprefs the greateft concern when I leave 
them, and in fliort give every proof of an affe&ion 
towards m$ as ftrong as it is undeferved. That I 
may return their good offices (for what generous 
mind can bear to be excelled in a£ts of friendfhip?) 
I have ereftcd a temple in this place, at my own 
expence* and as it is finiftied, it would be a fort 
of impiety to delay the dedication of it any longer. 
We defign, therefore, to be prefent on the day that 
ceremony is to be performed j and I have refolved 
to celebrate it with^ general feaft. We may 
poflibly continue there all the next day, but we fhall 
make fo much the more expedition in our journey 
afterwards. May we have the happinefs to find you 
and your daughter in good health ! in good fpirits 
I am fure we fhall, if you fhould fee us fafely 

arrived. Farewel. 

LET- 

* Now Cicta di Caftdlo. 
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LETTER II. To Clemens. 

REGULUS has loft his fon; and I fhould 
call it a misfortune he well deferves, but 
that I am perfuaded he does not think it one. 
The boy was of a fprightly, but ambiguous 
turns however, he feemed capable of going 
right, if he lhould efcape the infe&ion of 
his father's example. Regulus gave him his a 
freedom, in order to entitle him to the eftate 
kfc him by his mother -, and when he got into 
poflefiion of it, endeavoured (as the chara&er of 
the man made it generally reported) to wheedle 
him out of it, by the moft lingular and difgrace- 
ful indulgences. This, perhaps, you will ftarce 
think credible $ but if you confider Regulus, you 
will not be long of that opinion. However, he now 
expreffes his concern for the lofs of this youth in 
a moft extravagant manner. The boy had a great 
number of little horfes for the different kind of vehi- 
cles} dogs of various forts, together with parrots, 
black-birds, and nightingales b in abundance : thefe 

• Regulus 

* The Romans had an abfolute power over their children, 
of which no age or Itation of the latter deprived them. See 
J5. 8. Let. 1 8. note*. 

k This bird was much efteemed amongft nice eaters, and 
was fold at a high price. Horace mention*, as an initance of 

great 
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Regu!us flew e round the funeral pile bf his (on, lit 
all the oftentation of affefked grief. He is vifited 
tipon this occafion by a furprizingiUifnberofpcoplej 
who tho* they fecretly deteft and abhor the man, 
yet are as afliduous in attentions, as if they were 
a&uated by a principle of real efteem and 
affeftion; in lhort, they endeavour t6 recom- 
mend themfdves to his favour, by following his 
Own hypocritical example. He is retired to his 
villa ' crofs the Tiber; where he has covered a vaft 

extent 



great extravagance, two brothers who tried to dine opoa 
them: 

Quinti progenies Arru p*r nobikfratrvm* ■» » 

LufcinUi Jlliti imptn/o prandtrt (oemtaj. JL 2. Sat. J» 

A noble pair of brothers ■ 

On Nightingales of monArous purdiafe dined. 

Mr, Frakgii* 

• Frcm an unaccountable notion that prevailed among the 
ancients, that the gh iU delighted in blood, it was cuftomaiy 
to kill a great number of hearts, and throw them on the fa* 
heral pile. In the more ignorant and barbarous ages, mem 
were the ur happy vidims ofthn horrid rite. Even the com* 
pa ffiodate itneas is reprcfented by Virgil as pracYifing chU 
cruel ceremony, at the funeral honours which he performed to 
the memory of the unfortunate Pallas. 



-Sklmoae crtatoi 



Quatuor bicjttvenes, tmdtm quos eaucat Vfent % 

Vwenits rap it ; inf trios quos immolat um'ris, 

Cmptiwqm* rogi perfundat /anguine Jiammus* JEn. 10. 517. 

Four youths by Sulmo, four by Ufens bred, 

Unhappy vi&ims 1 defiin'd to the dead, 

He feiz'd alive^ to offer on the pyre, 

And fprinkle with their blood the funeral fire. Mr. Pi t** 
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extent of ground with his porticos, and crowded 
all the ffrore with his ftatues : for he unites pro- 
digality with avarice, and y^in -glory with infamy. 
By his continuing ac th}s diftance from the city, he 
endangers the health of thofe vifitors who go to 
pay him their compliments of condolence at this 
vnwholefome fl-afon ; and he feems to confider the 
hazard to which they are expofed, as an additional 
circumftance pf cpfljolacjon, H,e gives out, with 
Jiis ufual abfurdhy, that he defigns to marry. Yoy 
muft «xpe& therefore, to hear fhortly o( the wed- 
ding of a /nan, oppjeft with forrow and with years* 
tbaf is, of one who marries both too foon and too 
Jate. Do you aflc my reafon for thinking fo ? Cer- 
tainly, not becaufe he affirms it himfelf (for never 
was there fo infaqnous a liaj-) but becaufe there is 
jio doubt that Regplps wil} do every thing he ought 
jiot. Farewe|. 

LETTER III. To Antoninus. 

THAT you have twice enjoyed the dignity 
of Conful, with a condud equal to that of 
cur mod illuftrious anceftors; that few (your 
jnodefty will pot fuffer me to fay none) ever have, 
or ever will come .up to the integrity and wifdorp 
of your Afiatic admimftrarion; that in virtue, in 
authority* and even in years, you are the firfl of 
Romans j thefe, mod certainly! are fhining and 
poble parts of your chara&er: nevertheless, I 
• ."• . ' .own* 
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own, it Is in your retired hours that I moll admire 
you. To feafon the feverity of bufinefs with die 
Iprightlinefs of wit, and to temper wifdom with po- 
litenefs, is as difficult as it is great j yet thefe un- 
common qualities you have moft happily united in 
thofe wonderful charms which grace both your 
converfation and your Writings. Your lips, 
like the venerable old man's in • Homer, drop 
honey ; and one would imagine the bee had dif- 
fufed her fweetnefs over all you compofe. Thefe 
were the fentiments impreffed upon me, when I 
lately read your Greek epigrams and fatires. 
What elegance, what beauties, lhine in this coU 
le&ion ! how fweetly the numbers flow, and how 
exaftly are they wrought up in the true fpirit of 
the ancients! what a vein of wit runs thro* every 
line, and how conformable is the whole tathe rules 
of juft criticifm ! I fancied I had in my hands Cal- 
limachus or Herodes, or, if polfible, fome poet 
even fuperior to thefe : tho' indeed, neither of thofc 
authors excelled, as you have, in both thofe fpecies 
of poetry- Is it poflible, that a Roman can write 
Greek in fo much perfection ? I proteft I do not 
believe Athens herfelf can be more Attic. In fliort, 
I cannot but envy Greece the honour of your 

pre- 

• i y, r# y 

Hhornnt a report* Atyvf XlvXiup ayapt»rr,f 9 

Til Kf aflro yXva-oiK jtrtiToc ykvxiuw pn» *ij)if» II. 1, 24.7* 

Experienced Ncftor in perfuafion (kill'd ; 

Words (W«et w hone/ from hit lip* difttll'd. Pops. 



Book IV. OF PLINY. 19* 

preference : and fince yon can write thus elegantly 
in a foreign language, it does not reft upon conjec- 
ture what you could haVc performed in your own. 
Farewel. 

LETTER IV. SVSossrtrs. - 

ttave a very Angular value for Calvifius Ne- 
pos; as indeed he is a man of ihdefatigabte 
induftry, great eloquence, and (what I prefer to 
alT the reft) of • confummate integrity: lie is ne- 
phew, to your friend and my gueft Calvifius. 1 
"beg therefore you would do Kim and his uncle the 
honour of making him one of the half-yearly tri- 
bunes'* of the army. It will be an obligation to both 
of us, as well as to Nepos, whom, I am perfuad* 
ed, you will think equally deferring your favour. 
You have bellowed numberlefs good offices upon 
many ; but! will venture to fay you never confer- 
red one that was better placed than in the prefenc 
inftance, and few, perhaps, fo well. Farewel. 

LETTER V. ToSpjolsxjs. 

IT is faid, when b iEfchines, at the requeft of 
the Rhodians, read to them one of his ora- 
tions, and then that which ©emefthenes deliver- 
ed 

• Their bufiaefs was to decide ali'controveffies in the«rroy» 
to tal*.e care of the works and camp, *&c. Thtir com matfd 

< iafted but 6x mtnttW *Kcmiet't Aaii<), • 

* See B. a. Let. 3. 
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cd upon the fame occafion, they were both re* 
ceived with the loudcft applaufe. I am not fur- 
prized that the harangues of fuch excellent ora* 
tors (hould be thus warmly admired, when I 
confider, that even a fpeech of mine, which I 
lately recited before a very jpdicipus audience, was 
beard with equal earneftnefs and approbation, during 
jwo days fucceffively? yet there was not the plca- 
fiii£ which arifes from a contention between two 
rival pieces, to awaken their attention. The 
Rhodians, befide* the particular jnerit of the 
refpeftive orations, bad their curiofity excited 
by comparing them together; but mine, tho' 
jieftitute of that? recommendation, had the good 
fortune to pleafe : whether defervedly or not t 
you will judge, when you read the perform 
mance; the extent of which will not permit me 
to injrpcjuce it to you with a longer preface. I 
jnuft therefore (horten my letter, in order to re- 
concile you the better to the length of the Ipeech . 
that attends it; which, however, I have not en- 
larged beyond the bounds my fubjeft required* 
JFarcwel, 

LETTER VI. <T*Nas*, 

AStqrm of hail, I am informed, has deftroyed 
all the produce of my cftate in Tufcany; 
WW* thai which J bwt op ffee 9$hpr Jide ch? Pq, 
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tho* it has proved extremely fruitful this feafon, 
yet, from the exceflive cheapnefs of every thing, 
turns to fm&ll account. Laurentinum is the finglc 
pofieffion which yields me any advantage. I 
have nothing there, indeed, but a houfe and gar- 
dens; all the reft is barren fands; ftill, however, 
my beft produ&iojis rife at Laurentinum, It is 
there J cultivate, if not my lands, at leaft my 
mind, and employ much of my time in writings 
As in other parts of my eftate I can fhew you full 
barns; fo here I can entertain you with good (tore 
of the literary kind. Let me advife you then, if 
you wifh for a fertile and never-failing poffeffiofy 
to purchafc fomc fpot upon this Audioes ^nd con- 
templative ?o*ft. Fwwel, 

LETTER VII. S^Lepidus. 

I Have often told you that Regulus is a m»p of 
fpirit: whatever he engages in, he is fure to 
execute in a moft extraordinary manner. He chofe 
lately to be extremely concerned for the lofs of 
his fcjn; accordingly he mourned for him in a way 
which no man ever mourned before. He took 
it into his head that he would have feyeral ftatues 
and replantations of his perfon* immediately 
*U the artiians in Rome are fee to work. Paint, , 
Wax, brafs, filver, ivory, marble, all exhibit the 
figure of young Reguks. Not lopg ago he read, 
Vofr. J, N before 



i 9 4 THE LETTERS Book IV. 

before a numerous audience, a long panegyric upon 
the life of his fon: jl large volume upon the life of 
a boy ! then a thoufand tranferibers were employed 
to copy this curious narrative, which he dilperfed 
all over the empire. He wrote likewife a fort of 
circular letter to the fevcral * Decurii, to defire 
they would feleft one of their order who had 
a ftrong clear voice, to read this eulogy to the 
people ; and I am informed it has been read ac- 
cordingly. Had this fpirit (or whatever clfe you will 
call vehemence in executing all one undertakes) 
been rightly applied, what infinite good might it 
have produced J The misfortune is, this warmth 
of temper is generally ftrongeft in men of vicious 
charafters: for as ignorance begets raflinefs, and 
knowledge infpires deliberation; fo modefty is apt 
to check the exertions of genius, whilft confidence 
animates and excites the a&ivity of litde minds, 
fcegulus is a fignal proof of the truth of this obfer- 
vation : he has a weak voice > an aukward addrels, 
an indiftin& utterance, a flow imagination, and no 
memory; in a word, he is /nothing but a compofi- 
tion of abfurdity : and yet by the affiftance ofa flighty 
turn and much impudence, he paffes with many for 
a finifhed orator. Herennius Senecio reverfed b Ca- 
to's definition of an orator, >and applied it with great 

juftnefs 

* See B. I. Let. 8. in not. 

* Cato, as we learn from Nonius, compofed a treatUe upon 
rhetoric, for the ufe of hi* fon, wherein he defined an orator 

to 
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juftnefs to Regulu3 : An orator faid he, is 4 bad man 
mfoilkd in the art ofjpeabng. And, in fa£t, Cato'a 
defiriition is not a more exalt defcription of a true 
orator, than Senecio's is of the character of this 

N 3 man. 

to be, a good man Jkilhd in the mrt of /peaking. The judi- 
cious Quin&iHan has embraced this notion* and employs a 
whole chapter to prove that, " None bat a good man can be 
** an orator, 9 * for* want of virtue is* in this excellent critic** 
estimation, want of genius: noble fentimenta* and unworthy 
actions, can never, he maintains* refide in the fame bofpm : in 
fodem peBort nullum oft bomftum tuxtiumqu* confirtium. InH. 
Orat. 1. 12. c* i. Longinus eftabliihe* the fame principle; as 
it indeed prevails in general throughout the ancients* which 
they extend not only to oratory* but poetry* and all the fine arts, 
A modern author (whom future ages will mention with the heft 
of the ancients) has adopted this opinion* and illnArated it in 
feveral parts of his writings : " Knavery*' 9 fays that noble 
writer* " is mere diflbnance and disproportion; and tho' 
4f villains may have ftrong tones* and natural capacities of 
44 a£Uon; 'tis impoffible that true judgmtnt and ingtmnty ftioujd 
" refide* where harmony and bonefty have no being.— — Thta* 
** the fenfe of inward numbers* the knowledge and pra&let of 
44 fecial virtues* and the familiarity and favour of the moral 
" graces* are eftential to the chara&er of a deferving ax tiff, 
*< and jurr favourite of the mufes. Thus are the arts and w«r* 
44 tuts mutually friends ; and the fcience of Firtnojoo, and that 
44 ofvirtot itfelf, become* in a manner* one and the fame/* 
fCharactariftics* vol. I. p. ao8* 35$.] Virtue* no doubt, if 
the higheft good^enfe* and all deviations from moral re&itude 
are (b many falfe reafonings. Still it muft be owned and re- 
gretted, that great pans have top often been found united 
with great deficiencies of the moral kind, to make the reality 
of that character either improbable or uncommon. Experience 
will force us to give credit to hiftory in this cafe* rather than to 
philofophy, and oblige us to acknowledge there is nothing in- 
continent in what the elegant Paterculus fays of Curio, whom 
fee reprefents as* ingtniojtffime noquam <3 f^cundus male publico f 
44 moft ingenioufly wicked* and eloquent to the deitruftioji of 
4* to country." raterc* Hift.4. 9. 4?» 
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man. Would you make a fuitable return to this 
letter? let me know if you, or any of my friends 
in your town, have with an air of pleafantry mouthed 
(as Demofthenes calls it) this melancholy piece to 
the people, like a droller in the market-place. For 
fo abfurd a performance mult move rather laugh- 
ter than companion ; and indeed the compofition 
is as puerile as the fuhje&. FarewcL 

LETTER VIIL <Tq Arm anus. 

MY advancement to the dignity of Augur \ 
is an honour that juftly indeed merits 
your congratulations; not only as it is highly 
glorious to receive, even in the flighted inftances, 
a tcftimony of the approbation of fo wife and 
judicious a prince b $ but as it is alio an ancient 
and facred inftitution, which has this high and 
peculiar privilege annexed to it, that it is for 
e life. Other facerdotal offices, tho' they may, per- 
haps, be equal to this in dignity, yet as they ate 
given, fo they may be taken away : but fortune 
has no farther power over this, than to beftow it. 

What 

• Their bufinefs was to interpret dreams, oracles, prodigies* 
&c. and to foretel whether any adton fhould be fortunate, or 

. m prejudicial to particular perfons, or to the whole common- 
* Wealth. Upon this account, they very often occafioned the 

difplacing of magiftrates, the deferring of public ajbmblies, 

&c< Kennet's Rom. Antiq, p. 67. 

* Trajan. * See B, 2. Let. I. in not. 
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What recommends this dignity to me ftill more, 
is, that I have the honour to fucceed fo illuftrious 
a perfon as Julius Frontinus. He for many years, 
upon the nomination-day of proper perforis to be 
received into the facred college, conftandy pro* 
poled me, as if he had a view to my being his 
fiicceflbur ; and fince it has adtually proved fo in v 
the event, I am willing to look upon it as fome- 
thing more than accident. But the circumftance, 
it feems, that moft pleafes you in this preferment, 
is, that Tully enjoyed the feme poft; and you re- 
joice (you tell me) to find that I follow his fteps 
as clofely in the path of honours, as I endeavour to 
do in that of eloquence. I wifh, indeed, as I 
had the advantage to be defied earlier into the 
facred college and confular office than Cicero, 
fo I might, in my more advanced years, catch 
fome fpark, at leaft, of his divine genius ! The 
former, as it is in the difpofal of man, may be con- 
ferred on me and on many others j but the latter is 
an attainment much too arduous for my powers, 
and is the gift alone of heaven. Farewel* 



N3 LET- 
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LETTER IX. ftUwvs. 

WE have been engaged for feveral days pad 
in the caufe of Julius Bafliis* a man grown 
familiar with misfortunes, and rendered confpi- 
cuous by a (cries of calamities. In the reign of Vet 
pafian, two private perfons informed agatuft him : 
find the afJair being referred to the fenate, it de- 
pended there a confiderable time, when at laft he 
Was honourably acquitted. D uring the time of Ti- 
^tus, he was under continual apprehenfions of his 
difpleafure, as beihg known to favour the interefts 
of DomitianJ yet when the latter afcended the 
throne, Baflus was exiled; but afterwards recalled 
by Nerva. Having obtained the Proconfolfliip of 
Bithyiiia, he was at his return from thence ac- 
cufed of bribery and extortion; and as he was 
profecuted with great warmth, he was defended 
with equal fpirit. The fentiments of the fenate 
were much divided s however the majority were oil 
the mod favourable fide. Pomponius Rufus, a man 
of acute parts* abd vehement in his manner of 
elocution, was counfel againft him. He was fe- 
eonded by Theophanes, one of the deputies 
from the province, and, indeed, the o*igine 
and inftigator of this profecution. I began the 
reply; for Baflus infifted that the foundation 
of his defence fhould be laid by me. He defired 

me 
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me to reprefent the juft confederation that was dug 
to his DJuftrious birth, to his own rank, and to the 
persecution he had formerly fugercd; that his-ac- 
cufers were informers by profeffion, who reaped con* 
fiderable advantage by their * trade; and to difplay 
the true reafons which rendered him odious to the 
feditious, -and particularly to Theophanes; but 
above all, to confute the principal charge that wa* 
brought againft him: for in refpeft to all the other 
heinous articles of the accufation, he not only de- 
ftrved to be acquitted, but highly commended* 
The circumftancc which prefied with the greatcft 
weight in die cafe was, that, in the fimplicity of 
bis heart, he had incautioufly received the gift* 
which foote of his friends in the province (for he 
had been among them before as Quaeftor) thought 
proper to fend him. This, which his accufers 
called rapine and extortion, Baflus juftified under 
die name of prtfents. But then the laws exprefsly 
forbid perfons in his ftation, to receive any prefenta 
whadbever. Now what mode of defence fhould I 
adopt upon this occafion? If I denied the fa£t, 
1 was- afraid it would look like a tacit confcflkjn 
that, fuppofing it true, jt was actually extortion: 
befides, to difown what was fo notorious, would be 
to ftr engthen rather than to extenuate the charge. 

N 4 And, 

• informers had a fourth part of the cffc&s of the ptrfons 
COftfitted* 
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And, indeed, he had put the denial out of the powei 1 
of his counfel, if they had thought it proper; for 
he had acknowledged to feveral perfons, and par- 
ticularly to the emperor* that he had received and 
itturoed a few flight prefents both upon his birth** 
day, and at the feaft of the b Saturnalia^ Should I 
apply tb the clemency of the fenate? That would 
be ruining my client at ontf, by confelHngthe 
nature of his offence was fuch, that there was no 
dther way of laving him. Should I then juftify 
the fad ? But'ln fo doing I fhould have injured 
ihy own chara&er, without rendering any fervice 
to Baflus, Under thefe difficulties I thought it 
would be bed to fleer a middle courfe; and I flat- 
ter rtiyfelf I happily hit upon it* But night coming 
on, fcparated, as ufual, the combatants. I hadfpoken 
for three hours and a half, fo that I had ftiil an 
hour and half rerti&ifiing* For the law having al- 
lowed fix hours to the plaintiff, and nine to the 
defendant, Baflus had fo divided this portion of 
time between me and the advocate who was to 
fpeak after me, that I had five hours, and the latter 
the reft. But perceiving my Ipeech had made a 
favourable imprefilon upon the fenate, I thought it 
would be mod advifeable .to add nothing more * 
for it is not prudent, you know, to pufh one's 

fuccefs 

» Celebrated in feonout of Satafrt \ at wfcich time it *a# 
fcwfloraary for friends to fend prefenw to one another* 
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fcccefs ttfo far. BeGdes, I was apprehenlire I 
fliould not have ftrength to renew the defence the 
next day; as it is much eafier to go on without in* 
terruption, than to refuse after a long inter* 
million. There tf as yet another confideration which 
had great weight with me : I was afraid, {hat as 
the difcontinuance of my fpeech would abate my 
own ardour ; fo the refumption of it might prove 
tirefome to my hearehi. When an harangue is 
carried on in one continued flow, the fpeaker 
beft keeps up his. own ardour, and the attention 
of the audience \ both which are apt to cool and 
become languid by intermiffion : juft as a continued 
motion prcferves the light of a torch, which, when 
once it is extind, is not eafily re-lumed.- But 
Bafius, almoft with tears in his eyes, carneftly 
intreatcd me to proceed with his defence for the 
remainder of the time : and I accordingly com* 
plied; preferring his intereft to my own. The 
event proved agreeable to our wifhfcs* for I 
found the attention of the fenate as frefh and lively 
as if it had been rather animated, than fatigued 
by my preceding fpeech. I was feconded by 
Luccius Albinus, who entered fo thoroughly into 
the principles of my reafoning, that our arguments, 
whilft they had the variety of different and diftinft 
Jrteadings, had the connexion and uniformity of one 
continued harangue. Herennius Pollio replied to 

us 



a** THE LETTERS Book IV. 

us with great (pirit and power: and after him 
Theophants fpoke again ; in this, as in every thing 
clfe, difcovering his uncommon afiuwice* by pre- 
fuming to take up the time of the fcitete after two 
fUch eloquent perfons,and of confular dignity, b had 
immediately preceeded him. He continued haran- 
guing till evening, and even beyond it; for lights 
were brought in. The next day, Titius Homulus, 
and Fronto, fpoke admirably in defence of Baffus, 
The fourth day was employed in examining the 
proofs. Biebius Macer, the conful eled, declared 
Bafibs guilty, within the exprefs words of the law 
relating to bribery and extortion. Cepio Hifpo 
was of opinion, that, without affe&ing his dig* - 
nity, the cafe fhould be referred to the ordinary 
judges : and both their fentiments were founded in 
rcafon. You will wonder how that can poffibJy be 
true, fince they were fo extremely different. But 
you will obferve that Macer, who confidered the 
mere letter of t;he law, might very reafonably con* 
demn him, when it appeared he had taken prefents 
contrary to its exprefs prohibition. On the other 
hand, Caspio fuppofing that the fenate had a 
power (as undoubtedly it has) to mitigate or 

to 

* The two pcrfons here meant arc Herennias Pollio, and 
Pomponias Rufus, mentioned above, who pleaded agairfi 
BaHus, on the fame fide with Thcoph^oe*. , Some, critics, . i% 
deed* fuppofe Pliny includes himfelf; but the contrary feems 
plain from the context. See Mafibn. vit. Plin. 119. 

9 
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to urge the rigour of the laws, might upon very 
good grounds think this a cafe worthy of their 
clemency, as being (tho' indeed contrary to Ac 
cxprefs letter of the law, yet) not unfrequcntly 
pra&ifed. The motion of Csepio prevailed, and 
when he tofe up to give the reafons for his vote, 
the fame acclamations attended him, as ufualiy 
follow an approved decifion. You will cafily judge 
therefore, how great the applaufe was after he had 
delivered his opinion, when he received filch a lin- 
gular mark of approbation before he had uttered a 
word. I find the fentiments of thofe without doon* 
as well as in the fenate, are divided: they who ap- 
prove of Caepio's vote, condemn Maccr*s as fevere 
and hard, on the contrary* the partisans of Materia 
opinion, treat the other as too mild and indeed in- 
confident, They aflert, that it is highly abfurd to 
fend a man to be tried before the ordinary judges, 
and yet fuffer him to retain his feat in the fenate. I 
fhould have told you that there was befides 
thofe fentiments I have mentioned, a third opi- 
nion. Valerius Paulinus, who joined with Caspio, 
was for adding, that the fenate fliould proceed 
againft Theophanes, after he fhould have dis- 
charged his commifiion as deputy from the pro- 
vince. For he infifted, that Theophanes had been 
guilty of feveral of thofe mifdemeanours which 
fell within the prohibition of this very law, 

and 
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and upon which he grounded his information- 
againft Baffus. But altho' this propofal was in 
general highly approved by the fenate, yet the 
confuls thought proper to drop it: Paulinus* 
however, had the fuU credit of fo honed and 
bold a motion. At the breaking up of the fenate, 
Baffus was received by great crowds of people 
with the higheft demonftratioAs of joy, and the 
loudeft acclamations. This new difficulty which 
he had fallen into, had recalled the remembrance 
of his former troubles; and a name which had 
never been mentioned but in conjunction with 
fome misfortune, together with the appearance of 
a fine perfon broken with forrow and age, had 
railed a general companion towards him. — You 
may look upon this letter as the fore-runner of 
my fpecch, which, long and copious as it is, I 
fhall fend you at large; but you muft not expert 
it foon; for it is a fubjeft of too much impor- 
tance to be revifed in hafte. FareweL 



LETTER X. foSABtiws. 

YOUR letter informs me, that Sabina, who 
appointed you and me her heirs, tho* ihe has 
no where exprefsly directed that Modeftus fhall 
have his freedom, yet has left him a legacy in the 
following words; I give, &c. — to Modeftus, whom I 

have 
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have ordered to have bis freedom : upon which 
you defire my fentiments. I have confulted 
the mod learned lawyers, and they all agree 
Modeftus is not entitled to his liberty, finceit 
is not exprefsfy given, and confequently that 
the legacy is void, as being deviled to a'flave. 
But it appears plainly to be a miftake in the te&u 
trix; and therefore I think we ought to a& in this 
cafe as if Sabina had dire&ed in fo many words;, 
what it is clear ftie imagined ihe had ordered* I 
am perfuaded you will join with me in this opinion, 
who fo reKgioufly regard the will of the dead: v 
which indeed, where it can be difcovered, will 
always be law to an honeft mind. Honour is to 
you and me as ftrong an obligation, as the com- 
pulfion of law is to others. Let Modeftus then 
enjoy his freedom and his legacy in as full a man- 
ner, as if Sabina had obferved all the requilite forms > 
■as indeed they effe&uallydo, who make a judici- 
ous choice of the perfons whom they appoint th$ir 
freirs. FareweJ. 

LETTER XL V* Minutianus. 

YO JJ have fcarcely, I imagine, yet heard (fpr 
the news is but juft arrived) that Licinianps 
jz bepomp zprofejfor jn Sicily. This unfortunate 

perfonj 

• A flave was incapable of property, and therefore wH*t* 
eypt hp acquired became tip right of his snifter, 
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~perfbn, who lately enjoyed the dignity of Praetor 
and was efteemed the mod eloquent of our ad* 
vocates, is now fallen from a fenacor to an exile, 
from an orator to a teacher of rhetoric. Lici- 
nianus himfelf took notice of this fid change, 
in a pathetic fpeech which he made at the 
opening of his fchool: Ob fortune* {aid he, 
hom> capricioufy doft thou Jport with mankind I f2w 
mdkefi rhetoricians effenatirs, and Jim at or s of rhetori- 
cians I a farcafm Co poignant and full of gall % tint 
one might almoft imagine he fixed upon this profef- 
fion merely for the fake of an opportunity of 
applying it* Being drefled, when he firft appeal- 
ed in the chair, after the Grecian falhion (for exiles 
are not permitted to wear the Roman gown) Alas y 
lays he, looking upon hi? garment, I am going to 
declaim in Latin! You will think, perhaps, this 
fituation, wretched and deplorable as it is, is 
what he well deferves for having ftained the ho- 
nourable profeflion of an orator by his abominable 
lewdnefs. It is true, indeed, he confefled the 
crime with which he was charged; but whether 
it was from a confeioufnefs of his guilt, or from 
an apprehenfion of worfe confequences if he denied 
it, is not clear; for Domitian's vengeance gene- 
rally raged with die greateft fury, where his evi- 
dence failed him moil. That emperor had deter- 
mined 

• Set B. 3. let. 9, note*. 
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mined that Cornelia Maximilla, one of the veftal 

* virgins, fhould be buried alive ; from an extra- 
vagant notion that this fort of exemplary feve* 
rities did honour to his reign. Accordingly in 
die character of high-prieft, or rather indeed in 
that of a lawlefi and cruel tyrant, he convened 
the facred college, not in the pontifical court where 
they ufually afiemble, but at his villa near Alba ; 
and there by (a fentence no lefs wicked, as it was 
palled when fhe was not prefent to defend herfelf* 
than as it was the effeft of paffion and revenge), 
he condemned her of having violated her veftal 
tow. Yet he himfelf had been guilty, not only 
of debauching his brother's daughter, but was 
alfo aceeflary to her death : for that lady being a 
widow, in order to conceal her frame, endeavour* 
ed to procure an abortion, and by that means loft 

her 

* •• Their office wat to attend upon the r'tes of Veda, the 
A « chief part of which was the prefervatfon of the holy <reu 
«* If this fire happened to go out* it was thought impiety to 
" light it at any common time, but chey made off of the pare 
" and an polluted rays of the fan for that purpofe. Tnert 
«« were other holy things under their care, of which we have 
" very uncertain accounts. The chief rules prefcribed them 
tf were* to vow the flri&eft chaltity for the fpace of 30 years* 

* After this term was completed, they had liberty to leave tha 
" order. If they broke their vow of virginity, they were bur 
« ried alive in a place allotted to that peculiar ufe." Ken* 
pet's Aniiq. Their chara&er for fan&ity was fo great, that 
Livy mentions two of thofc virgins having violated their vows, 
as a prodigy that threatened deuToftion to the Roman ftace. 
h> tt. c. 57. And Suetonius informs us*. that Auguftus had 
fo high an opinion of this religious order, that he coufigncd 
the care of his will to fix of thefc veftali. $ueu ia viu Aug, 
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her life. However, the priefts were dire&ed to 
fee the fentence immediately executed upon Cor- 
nelia. As they were leading her to the place of 
execution, (he implored Veda, and the reft of the 
Gods, to attcft her virtue ; and amongft other 
exclamations, frequently cried out, Is it poffible 
that C*Jar can think me polluted, under the in- 
fluence <f whofe /acred functions be bos conquered, 
and triumphed? Whether (he faid this in flat, 
tery or dcrifion j whether it proceeded from a 
confeioufnefi of her innocence, or contempt of th$ 
emperor, is not certain «* but fhf continued ex* 
claiming in this manner, till fhe came to the place 
of execution, to which Ihe was conduced at leaft 
like a criminal, tho' perhaps blamelcfs. As fhe wa* 
defcending into the fubterraneous cavern, her 
robe hitched upon foipefhing in the way, and 
turning back to difengage it, the executioner offer- 
ed her his hand, which fhe refufed with fome ho*. 
ror, as if ihe could not touch it without impurity, 
Thus fhe prefcrved the appearance of untaint* 
fd chaftity to the concluding fcenc of her life, 

f * * 4fld her \ajt (are was decent!; to fall." 

£eler lftewifc, a Roman knight, who was accufed 

<* 

* It wis qfoal with Domitian to triumph not only without 
H victory, but ere* after a defeat. 

# Purijpidci in his tragedy of Hccofra, 
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of having had an intrigue with her; during the 
whole time his fentence * was executing in the 
iquare near the fenate-houfe, perfifted in faying, 
What crime have I committed? I have committed 
none. Thefe declarations of innocency had ex- 
ceedingly exafp^rat^d Domitbn as imputing to 
him afts of cruelty and injuftice. Accordingly, 
Licinianus being feized by the emperor's or- 
ders for having carricu off a freed-woman 
of Cornelia's, rnd concealed her at one of his 
eftates, was advifed, by the perfons who had him 
in cuftody, to confefs the fa&, if he hoped to ob- 
tain a rcmiflion of his punifhment : and he com- 
plied with their advice. Herennius Senecio fpoke 
for him in his abfence, fomewhat in that abrupt 
manner which Antilochus in b Homer relates the 
death of Patroclus : " Dead is Patroclus!" Inftead 
of an advocate j faid he, Imuft turn informer : Lici- 
nianus is fled! This news was fo agreeable to 
Domitian, that ' he could not forbear betraying 
his fatisfa&ion : Then, fays he, has Licinia- 
nus acquitted us of injuftice j and we will not 

■ urge 

• The puniftiment infli&cd upon the violators of veftal 
chaftity, was, to be fcourged to death. 

k II. Lib. 18. v. 10. ' ■ * Antilochus appears, 

And tells the melancholy tale with tears ; 
Sad tidings, Jon of Peleus, thou muft hear, 
And wretched /, th y unwilling mejfenger / 
Dead is Patroclus I Pops. 

Vol. I. O 
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urge bis punijbment to the utmoft. He accordingly 
permitted him to carry off fuch of his effefts as 
he could fecure before they were feized for the 
ufe of the public; and in other refpe&s foftened 
the fentence of his banifhment, as a fort of re- 
ward for this voluntary confeflion. Licinianus 
was afterwards, by the clemency of the emperor 
Nerva, permitted to fix in Sicily, where he now 
profefies rhetoric, and inveighs againft the caprices 
of fortune. 

You fee how obedient I am to your com- 
mands, by fending you a circumftantial detail of 
foreign as well as domeftic news. I imagined, 
indeed, as you were abfent when this tranfa&ion 
happened, you had heard only in general that 
Licinianus was banifhed upon account of his 
lewd crimes. For fame ufually makes her report in 
general terms, without relating particular circum- 
ftances. I think I deferve in return a full account 
of all that happens in your town, and neighbour- 
hood; for fometimes, no doubt, occurrences arife 
there worth relating : at all events, however, write 
any thing you pleafe, provided you fend me a let- 
ter as long as mine. But I give- you notice, I will 
abate nothing in this demand, and I fhall not only 
number the fides, but even the very lines and fyl- 
lables. Farewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER Xll. to Aiuuanus. 

I KNOW you love Marcellinus, and indeed you 
have frequently mentioned him to me with par- 
ticular approbation; but he will ri/e (till higher in 
your efteem when I inform you of the honourable 
part he has lately a&ed. When Jie went Quasftor 
into one of the provinces* the perfon to whofe lot 
it fell to attend him as fecretary, happening to die 
before his falary became due, Marcellinus had too 
much honour to think he had a right of applying 
the fum, which the public had appointed for that 
purpofe, tb his own ufe. At his return therefore 
he applied to Caefar j who referred the confidera- 
tion of what fhould be done with this money, to 
the fenate. It was a queftion indeed of no great 
importance* however, a queftion it was* The , 
heirs of the fecretary claimed it for themfelves ; and 
the commiflioners of the treafury for the public. 
The caufe was -tried, and counfel on behalf of each 
party were heard, who fpoke extremely well for 
their refpe&ive clients. Csecilius Strabo was of 
opinion that the public had a right to this money $ 
Baebius Macer thought it legally belonged 
to the heirs : but it was determined agreeably to 
the fentiments of the former. You will, I am per- 
fuaded, take the firft opportunity, as I did, of ex- 
prefling your approbation to Marcellinus of this 
condudt; for tho' indeed it is abundantly fuffi- 

O 2 cient 
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cient that he has received the applaufe of the 
emperor and the fenate, yet the addition of yours 
will be a very confiderable fatisfattion to him, 
Thofe who are a6luated by a fenfe of fame, arc 
fond of praife, even tho* it comes from their 
inferiours; but Marceltynus has fo high a refpeft for 
you, as to be particularly defirous of approving 
himfelf to your judgment. To which let me add, 
it will increafe his fatisfaftion when he finds, that 
the fame of this aftion has travelled fo far as to 
have reached your parts. For I know not how it is, 
mankind are generally more pleafed with an ex- 
tenfive than even a great reputation. FareweL 

LETTER XIII. To Cornelius Tacitus. 

1 Rejoice that you are. fafely arrived in Rome; 
for tho' I am always defirous to fee you, I am 
more particularly fo now. I purpofe to continue 
a few days longer at my houfc at Tufculum, in 
order to finifh a work which I have upon my 
hands. For I am afraid, lhould I put a Hop to 
this defign now that it is fo nearly completed, I 
ihall find it difficult to refume it. In the mean 
while, that I may lofe no time, I fend this letter 
before me to requeft a favour of you, which I hope 
.(hortly to afk in perfon. But before I inform you 
what my requeft is, I muit let you into the occa- 

fion 
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fion of it. Being lately at Comum, the place of 
my nativity, a young lad, fon to one of my neigh- 
bours, made me a vifit. I a(ked him whether he 
ftudied rhetoric, and where ? he told me he did, 
and at a Mediolanum. And why not here ? Be- 
caufe, (faid his father, who came with him) we 
have no profeffors. " No ! faid 1 5 furely it near- 
€€ ly concerns you who are fathers (and very op- 
a portunely feveral of the company were) that 
cc your fons fhould receive their education here, 
< f rather than any where elfe. For where can 
€e they be plaqed more agreeably than in their 
« c own country, or inftrudled with more fafety 
tf and lefs expence than at home and under the 
* c eye of their parents ? Upon what very eafy 
€€ terms might you, by a general contribution, 
* c procure proper matters, if you would only ap- 
cc ply towards the raifing a falary for them, the 
€C extraordinary expence you fuftain for your fons 
u journies, lodgings, and for whatever elfe you 
cc pay in confequence of their being educated at 
<c a diftance from home ; as pay you muft for 
<c every article of every kind. Tho* I have no 
c< children myfdf, yet I (hall willingly contribute 
cc to k delign fo beneficial to my native country, 
€€ which I confider as my child or my parent > and 
" therefore I will advance a third part of any fum 
*' you lhall think proper to raife for this purpofe.. 
O 3 « I would 

* Milian. 
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u I would take upon myfelf the whole expehce, 
€C were I not apprehenfive that my benefaction 
cc might hereafter be abufed and perverted to pri- 
<c vate ends ; which I have obferved to be the cafe 
c< in feveral places where public foundations of this 
€r nature have been eftablifhed. The fingle mean 
" to prevent this mifchief is, to leave the choice of 
fC the profeflbrs entirely in the breaft of the pa- 
t€ rents ; who will be fo much the more careful 
« c whom they eleft, as they will be obliged to 
u fhare the expence of their ftipend. For tho' 
u they may be negligent in difpofing of another's 
* c bounty, they will certainly be cautious how 
" they apply their own ; and will fee that none 
" but thofe who deferve it fliall receive my 
** money, when they muft at the fame time re- 
* c ceive theirs too. Let my example then en- 
ic courage you to unite heartily in this ufeful de-i 
f c fign i and be affured, the greater the fum my 
< € propotion Ihall amount to, the more agreeable it 
€€ will be to me. You can undertake nothing 
" that will be more advantageous to your chil- 
<c dren, nor more acceptable to your country. 
* c Your fons will by thefe means receive their edu- 
t€ cation where they received their birth, and be 
u accuftomed from their infancy to inhabit and 
* c afFeft their native foil. May you be able to 
* c procure profeflbrs of fuch diftinguifhed abi- 
(c lities, that the neighbouring towns fliall be glad 



• 
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u to draw their learning from hence; and as you 
cc now fend your children to foreigners for educa- 
u tion, may foreigners in their turn flock hither for 
u their inftruftion !" 

I thought proper thus to lay open to you 
the principles upon which this fcheme turns, 
that you might be the more fenfible how 
agreeable it will be to mg, if you under- 
take the office I requeft. I intreat you therefore, 
with all the earneftnefs a matter of fo much im- 
portance deferves, to look out, amongft the great 
numbers of men of letters which the reputation of 
your genius brings to you, proper pcrfons to whom 
we may apply for thispurpofe; but without en- 
tering into any agreement with them on my part. 
For I would leave it entirely free to the parents to 
judge and choofe as they fhall fee proper: all the 
lhare I pretend to claim is, that of contributing 
my afliftance and my money. If therefore any one 
(hall be found who thinks himfelf qualified for 
the office, he may repair thither: but without 
relying upon any thing but his merit. FareweL 

LETTER XIV. To Paternus. 

YOU expedfc, perhaps, as ufual, fome grave 
oration; 'but I am going to make you 
a prefent, as a kind of curiofity, of fome of my 
poetical amufements. You will receive then with 

O 4 this 
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this letter a colledion of my verfes, which I 
wrote in order to while away an idle hour upon 
the road, in the bathing room, or between 
the time of fupper. They were compofed 
upon different occafions, as I found myfelf in a 
gay, an amorous, a melancholy, Qr fatyrical hu- 
mour j and accordingly the ftile is fbmetimes of the 
florid and fometinifes of the concife kind. I endea- 
voured -by this variety to hit different taftesj and 
Tome things may be found in them, perhaps, of ge- 
neral relifh. If you Jhould meet with any paflages 
which may feem fomewhat too wantonly expreffed, 
your reading will fupply you with my apology, 
in the example of thofe great and venerable names 
who have gone before me in the fame kind of writ- 
ing, who without fcruple have employed not only 
the warmeft defcriptions, but the plaineft terms* 
This, however, is a liberty I have not allowed 
myfelf; not as pretending to more feverity (for 
why (hould I ?) but becaufe, in truth, I have left 
courage. Nevertheless, I entirely approve of the 
rule which Catullus lays down for this kind of com-? 
pofitions : 

Let the poefs conduEl be 
Free from wanton levity : 
Not Jo bis mufe — berfportive lay 
Pleaje* moft, when mojijbe's gay. 

Yo* 
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You muft look upon it as an inftance of the great 
value I fet upon your judgment, that I venture 
to fubmit the whole to your examination, rather 
than feleft fome of the more finifhed pieces for 
your approbation. Indeed, in this kind of mif- 
cellaneous colle&ions, what would pafs well 
enough if they were viewed feparately, lofe all 
their advantage, by appearing in better com- 
pany. But a fenfible and difcerning reader ought 
not to compare pieces of diftinft forts with one 
•another, but examine each performance apart, 
and if it be perfect in its kind, not condemn it 
becaufe it does not equal the beauties of fome others 
of a different nature. But I will fay nothing more 
concerning them : for to attempt to excufe or re- 
commend this idle bufineis by a long preface, 
would be adding one folly to another. I will 
only therefore premife ferther, that I defign to 
give thefe trifles the "title of * Hendecafy liable* > in 
allufion to the meafure in which the verfes are 
compofed. Call them, if you think proper, 
Epigrams, Eclogues, or (as many others have)' 
Sonnets j in a word, give them what name you 
ple^fe, I offer them only as Hendecafy liable s. All 
I beg of your fincerity is, that you would fpeak 
your opinion of them to me, with the fame free- 
dom that you would to others. When I afk 

this, 

* A vcrfe confiding of eleven fyllables. 
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this, 1 think, I lay you under no difficulty. I£ 
indeed, thefc little poetical eflays were my only or 
chief produdtions, it might found, perhaps, a little 
harfh to advifc me, to turn my mind to Jometbing 
clfei but you may with great delicacy and po- 
litenefs tell me, / have Jometbing elje to mind. Fare- 
weL 



LETTER XV. fftFi/NDANus, 

IF 1 can pretend to judgment in any thing, .it 
is undoubtedly in the Angular affe&ion which 
I have for Afinius Rufus. He is a perfbn of the 
fcigheft merit, and a friend to all good men; in 
y which number, why may I not venture to include 
myfelf ? He and Tacitus (to whofe eminent vir- 
tues you are no ftranger) are united in the ftrideft 
intimacy. If therefore you efteem us, you can- 
not but have the fame favourable fentiments of 
Rufus ; for a fimilitude of manners is, you know, 
the ftrongeft cement of -friendfhip. He has feve- 
ral children : and in this, as in every thing elfe, 
he afts the part of a friend to his country, by 
fupplying it with a numerous race of citizens* 
which he fees with pleafure extend to a fecond 
generation; and this in an age when even one 
child is thought a burthen, as it prevents that 

lucrative 
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•lucrative adulation which is ufually paid to 
thofe who have none. But he fcorns fuch bafe 
views, and thinks himfelf happy in the title of 
grand-father; for which he is indebted tb Satu- 
rius Firmus r a perlbn whom you would efteem 
as much as I do, if you knew him as well. My 
defign in all this detail, is, to let you fee, what 
a numerous family you may oblige by conferring 
a fingle favour : a favour for which I apply to you, 
becaufe I fincerely wilh, and afluredly prefage 
you will foon be in a condition to grant it. 
I hope and believe you will be Conful the ap- 
proaching 

* As luxury prevailed among the Romans, avarice, its fare 
attendant, increafed in proportion, and among other bafe me- 
thods of gratifying the importunate demands of unbounded 
jde fires, the mean pradtice of paying court to the wealthy with v 
a view tQ their fortunes, was extremely common, Horace has 
expofed this contemptible commerce in his ufual agreeable 
manner, and recommends it as the moft infallible method of 
becoming rich* 



«' unde 



u D'witias serifque ruam,dic augur, acervos?** 
Dixi e^uidem, ts dico : captes aftutus ubique 
Yejlamenta fenum ; neu, // wafer uaus & alter 
Infidtatorem pr&rofo fvgeril hamo, 
jiuffpem defonas, auf arum, il/u/us, omittas. 

Sat. 5. 1. *. 

* f Tell, for you know, my friend, prophetic tell, 
*' What fhall t do my emp r y tags to f*e!l I" 
Have I not faid i ? and I . \ t ftill, x 
Court each rich dolt, ana n ^ into his will: 
Tho' here or there, perhaps, a rogue be found 
Too vyifc 10 gorge the hook he nibbles round, 
Jiofe not thy hopes, nor quit, deceiv'd, the game. 
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proaching year : and in this perfuafion I am con- 
firmed both by your own confpicuous merit, and 
the diftinguifhing judgment of the emperor. Afi- 
nius Baflus, the eldeft fon of Rufus, folicits the 
Quaeftorlhip at the fame time. I know not whe- 
ther I ought to fay (which however the father 
would have me both fay and think, tho* Baflus 
it too modeft <o allow it) that he is a greater 
man than his father. Were I to reprefent his 
abilities, his probity, his learning, his genius, 
his application, and his parts, as great as 
you will moft certainly find them; you, who 
never yet fufpe&ed my veracity, would fcarce 
conceive he deferved the chara&er. I wifh 
our age fo abounded in merit, as to fupply 
you with fome who might juftly ftand in com- 
petition with him. In that cafe, I fhould be 
the firft to advife you, to confide r well where to 
fix your choice: but the misfortune is— how- 
ever, I will not fpeak of my friend in an invidi- 
ous drain. I will only fay he is a young man, 
who deferves you ftiould look upon him in the 
fame relation as our anceftors ufed to confider 
their a Quseftors, that is, as your fon. Men of 
your charadei; for wifdom fhould choofe their 
political children of the fame caft they would 

wilh 

• The connexion between a Conful and Lis Quatftor, &c. 
was confidered by the ancient Romans as a rye of the ftrongeft 
kind. Vid, Cic. in Verrcro. 
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wifh nature to form their real ones. Will it not 
be an honour to your Confulfhip to have a Qnasftor 
whofe father has been Praetor, and whofe relations 
Corifuls, yet who, tho* but a youth; reflefts 
back to his femily (and that by their own confcf- 
fion) as much glory as he derives from them ? Let 
me entreat you then to comply with my requeft 
and my advice. In which, if I feem premature, 
I hope you will pardon me, when you confider, 
that in a city where every thing is feized by the 
man who can firft lay hold of it, it is ftaying 
much too late to wait till precifely the proper 
time: befides, there is a pleafure in anticipa- 
ting one's wiflies. Allow Baffus then to revere 
you already as Conful, and do you in return 
cfteem him as your Quaeftor; and may I, \fho 
love you both, enjoy that double pleafure. The 
truth is, you have each fb equal a claim to my 
affeftion, that as I (hall be obliged to promote with 
all my afliduity and credit your refpeftive interefts 
in this affair, tho* they lhould happen to be dif- 
tinft; fo it will be extremely agreeable if I may 
be able to ferve both thofe ends at the fame time 
by my good offices to this young man; in a 
word, if I may be fupported in this folicitation by 
your afliftance, to whofe judgment and fuffrage 
the fenate pays fo great a regard. FareweL 

LET- 
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LETTER XVI. To Valerius Paulinus. 

REjoice with me, my friend, not only upon 
my account, but*, your own, and that of 
the public) for Rhetoric is flill held in honour. 
Being lately engaged to plead in a caufe before 
the Centumviri, the crowd was Fo great that I 
could not get to my place, without pafling through 
the tribunal where the judges fat. And I have this 
flattering circumftance to add farther, that a young 
nobleman having loft his robe iri the prefc, flood 
in his veft to hear me during the feven hours I 
was fpeaking: and my fuccefs was equal to the 
great fatigue I fuftained* Come on then, my 
friend, and / let us earneftly purfue our ftudies, 
nor fcreen our own indolence under pretence of 
that of the public. Never, we may reft afiured, 
will there be wanting hearers and readers, fo long 
as we can fupply them with orators and authors 
worthy of their attention* Farewel. 

LETTER XVII. to Gallus. 

YOU acquaint me that Cacilius, the conful 
eleft, has commenced a fuit againft Cor- 
rellia, and earneftly beg me to undertake her caufe 
in her abfence. As I have reafon to thank you 

for 
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for your information, fo I have to complain of 
your intreaties: without the firft, indeed, I (hould 
have been ignorant of this affair, but the laft was 
unrycceflary, as I want no felicitations to comply, 
where it would be ungenerous in me to refufe; for 
can I hefitate a moment to take upon myfelf the 
proteftion of a daughter of Correllius ? It is true 
indeed, tho' there is no particular intimacy be- 
tween her adverfary and me, we are, however, 
upon good terms. It is true likcwife, that he is 
a perfon of great rank,, and who has a claim to 
particular regard from me, as he is entering upon 
an office, which I have had the honour to fill; and 
it is natural for a man to be defirous thofe dignities 
ftiould be treated with the higheft refpeft, which 
he himfelf once poffeficd. Yet thefe confidera- 
tions have little weight, when I refledt that it is 
the daughter of Correllius whom I am to defend. 
The memory of that excellent perfon, than whom 
this age has not produced a man of greater dig- 
nity, re&itude, and good fenfe, is indelibly im- 
prefTed upon my mind. I admired him before I 
was acquainted with him; and contrary to what 
is ufually the cafe, my efteem increafed in pro- 
portion as I knew him better: indeed I knew 
him thoroughly, for he treated me without re- 
ferve, and admitted me to lhare in his joys and his 
forrows, in his gay and his ferious hours. When 
I was but a youth, he efteemed, and (I will 
- 4 even 
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even venture to fay) revered me as if I had been 
in every refpeft his equal. When I folicited any 
poft of honour, he fupported me with his intereft 
and recommended me by his teftimony ; when I ob- 
tained it; he was my introducer and my attendant; 
when I exercifed it, he was my guide and my 
counfellort In a word, wherever my intereft was 
concerned, he exerted himfelf with as much zeal and 
alacrity as if he had poffefled all his former health 
and vigour. In private, in public, arid with the 
emperor, how often has he advanced and fupported 
my credit and intereft ! It happened once, that the 
converfation before the emperor Nerva turned upon 
the hopeful young men of that time, and feveral 
of the company were pleafed to mention me with 
applaufe; he fat for a little while filent, which gave 
what he faid the greater weight; and then with that 
air of dignity, to which you are no ftranger, / 
muft be referved, faid he, in my praifes of Pliny > be- 
caufe be does nothing without my advice. By which 
fingle fentence he gave me a greater charafter 
than I could prefume even to afpire to \ as he re- 
prefented my conduct to be always fuch as wif- 
dom muft approve, finte it was wholly under 
the guidance of one of the wifeftof men. Even 
in his laft moments he faid to his daughter, (as fhe 
often mentions,) / have in the courfe of a long life 
raifed up many friends to you -, but there is mm 

in 
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in <tohm yoM may more affuredly confide, than Pliny 
ami Ctrmtus : a rircumftance I cannot refledl: up- 
on, without being deeply fallible how much it is 
iocumberit upon me* to endeavour to a& up to 
the opinion fo excellent a judge of mankind con- 
ceived of me* I lhall therefore moft readily give 
my affiftanoe to Corellia in this affair ; and wil- 
lingly hazard any difpleafure I may incur by ap- 
pearing in her caufe. Tho' I ftiould imagine, if 
in the courfe of rtiy pleadings, 1 fhould find an 
opportunity to explain and enforce, more at large 
than I can in a letter* the reafons I have here men- 
tioned, and upon which I reft at once my apo- 
logy and my glory i her adverfary (whole firit 
may periiaps, as you fay, be entirely unprecedent* 
ed, as it is againft a woman*) will not only excufe, 
but approve my conduft* Farewel. 

LETTER XVIII. ^Antoninus. 

CAN I give you a ftronger inftance how 
much I admire your Greek epigrams, than 
by having endeavoured to imitate fome of them in 
a Latin tranflation ? I confefs, however, (partly 
from the weaknefs, or as Lucretius calls it, the 
poverty of our native language) much to their 
difadvantage : yet, if doathed in a Roman drefs, 

and 

• Alluding, perhaps, to fome legal privilege attached to the 
lex by the jurisprudence of antient Rome. 

Vol. I. JP 
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and by my unfkilful hand, you fhould be able 
to difcover fome beauty ftill remaining in them > 
what muft their charms be, when adorned with all 
the majefty of the Greek language, and formed 
by y6ur fuperiour genius ! Farewel. 

LETTER XIX. To Hispulla. 

"i 

AS you are an exemplary inftance of tender 
regard to your family in general, and to 
your late excellent brother in particular, whofc 
affettion you returned with equal warmth $ and 
have not only fhewn the kindnefs of an aunt, 
but fupplied the lofs of a tender parent to his 
daughter a i you will hear, I am perfuadcd, with the 
greateftpleafure, that fhe behaves worthy of her 
father, her grand- father, and yourfelf. She pof* 
fcffes an excellent undcrftanding, together with 
confummate prudence, and gives die ftrongeft 
testimony of the purity of her heart by her fond- 
nefs of her hufband. Her affedion to me has 
given her a turn to books j and my compofi- 
tions, which fhe takes a pleafure in reading, 
and even in getting by heart, are continually in 
her hands. How full of tender folicitude is fhe, 
when I am going to fpeak in any caufe ? How 
kindly does fhe rejoice when I have happily 
difcharged the office ? While I am pleading, fhe 

places 

* Calphar nia, Pliny*» wife. 
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places perfons to inform her from time to time 
hoW I am heard, what applaufes I receive, and 
what fuccefs attends the caufe. When at any 
time I recite my works, (he conceals herfelf 
behind foffle curtain, artd with fecret rapture en- 
joys my praifes. She fings my verfes to her lyre 
with no other matter but Love, the bed inftruc- 
tor, for her guide. From thefe happy circum- 
ftances I derive my mod allured hopes, that the 
harmony between us will increafe with our days, 
&nd be as lading as our lives. For it is not my \ 
youth or my perfon, which time gradually im- 
pairs 5 it is my chara&er and my glory of which 
(he is enamoured^ But what lefs could be expeft- 
ed from one who was trained by your hands, and 
formed by your inftru&ions ; who was early fa- 
thiliarifed under your roof with all that is worthy 
and amiable, and was firft taught to conceive an 
affe&ion for me, by the advantageous colours in 
which you were plcafed to reprefent me? As 
you revered my mother with all the refpeit due 
even to a parent, fo you kindly diredted and en- 
couraged my tender years ; prefaging from that 
early period all that my wife now fondly ima* 
gines I really am. Accept therefore-of our united 
thanks, that you thus, as it were defignedly, fornix 
ed us for each other. Farewel. 

Pa LET- 
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LETTER XX. ^Maximvs. 

I Have already acquainted you with my opinion 
of the fcveral parts of your work, as I perufed 
them ; I muft now tell you my general thoughts 
of the whole* It is a beautiful performance; 
the fentiments are manly and fublime, conceived 
in all ther variety of a ftrong and pregnant ima- 
gination exprefled in chafte and elegant lan- 
guage ; the figures happily chofen, and a copious 
vein of eloquence runs .through the whole, and 
raiies a very high idea of the author's talents. 
You feem impelled by the energy^ of a power- 
ful genius 'actuated by deep fbrrow, mutually 
aflifting and animating each other \ for your 
genius gives majefty to ypur griefs and your grief 
adds ftrength to your genius, Farewel. 

LETTER XXI. To Velivs Cerealis. 

HOW fevere a fate has attended the daugh- 
ters of Hclvidius! Thefe two filters are 
both dead in child-bed, after having each of them 
been delivered of a girl. This misfortune pierces 
• me with the (harpeft forrow; as indeed, to fee two 
fuch amiable young women fall a facrificc to their 
fruitfulnefs in the prime and flower of their years> 
- 4 * 
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is a misfortune which I cannot too deeply lament. 
I lament for the unhappy condition of the poor 
infants, who are thus become orphans from their 
birth : I lament for the fake of the difconfolace 
hufbands- of thefc ladies; and I lament too for my 
own. The affe&ion I bear to the rhemory of 
their hie father* is inviolable, a? my * defence of 
him ia the fenate, and as all my writings witnefs. 
Of thret children which furvived htm there re- 
mains but one j and his family, which llad lately fo 
many noble (Supports* now rtfts upon a fingle per-* 
Jba ! It will, however, be a ctonfickrabk mkigatiori of 
my affii&ioa, if fortune (houtd at leaft kindly fp^re 
bit*> 2nd render him worthy of his farther, and 
v grand-father: and lamfo much the more anxi- 
om for bis welfare and good Conduit, as he is the 
^nly branch of the family remaining. You know 
the fofrnefe and foiicitudeof my heart where I have 
any tender attachments : you will not wonder then, 
that I have many fbtrs, where I have many hopes. 
Farrweh 

• See B. ^ lit i$+ 

b The famous Heividius Prifcus, who fignalized himfelf in , 
the fenate, by the freedom of his fpeeches in favour of liberty, 
during the reigns of G alba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vefpaiian. In 
*he reign of th& Utter he was pot to death by the order of the fe- 
nate, tho' contrary to the inclination of the emperor, who coun- 
termanded the execution; but it was too late, the executioner 
having performed his office before the meflenger arrived. Ta- 
citus represents him as acting in all the various duties of focia) 
fi/e with one confident tenour of uniform virtue ; (hperiour to 
air temptations of weakh, of inflexible integrity, and unbroken 
fortitude. Hid* L 4. 5. 

P3 LET- 
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LETTER XXII. To Rurus. 

1 Lately attended our excellent emperor m as on* 
of his afleflbrs, in a caufe wherein he him- 
felf prefided. A certain perfon left by his will, 
a fund for the eftablilhment of the b gymnaftic 
games at c Vienna. Thefe my worthy friend 
Trebonius'Rufinus, whpn he exercifed the office of 
Duumvir^ had ordered to be totally abolifhed* 
and it was now alledged againft him, that he had 
no authority for fupreffing them. He fpoke in his 
own caufe with, a fuccefs equal to his great elo- 
quence ; and what particularly recommended his 
fpeech was, that he delivered it with a certain Cit- 
able boldnefs becoming a true Roman and a good 
citizen, riling up in his own judication. When 
the fentiments of the aflefibrs were taken, Junius 
Mauricus (who in fpirit and integrity has no 
fuperiour) declared his opinion, that the liberty 
of fplcmnizing thefe games fhould not be reftored 

tQ 

• Trajan. 

* So called, becaafe the perfons who performed in thefe 
games were naked. They con filled principally of running, 
^refiling, and boxing. 

« Vienne in Dauphine, a province in France. 

4 The Duumviri, (q 'called from their number, being only 
two, were magi Urates in the corporate cities, who exerafed, in 
their refpc&ive corporation!, the fame functions as the Confols 
at Rome ; they were chofen out of the body of Decoriones, 
pjto were a kind of fenatyrs, Sigoniw de jure Ital. 1. 3. 4. 
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to the people of Vienna; and would to God, add- 
ed he, they could be abolijhed at Rome tool This 
you will fay, was an inftance of great* firmnefs: 
but it is nothing uncommon in Mauricus. He 
gave as ftrong a proof of his honeft freedom, be- 
fore the late emperor Nerva. Being at fupper 
one evening with that prince, and a few feicft 
friends, Vejento f was placed next to the emperoj- : 
After I have named the man, I need fay no more 
to raife your indignation. The difcourfe happen- 
ed to turn upon Catullus Mefialinus, who had a 
foul as dark as his body; for he was not only 
curfcd with want of fight, but want of humanity. 
As he was uninfluenced either by fear, frame, or 
compaflion, he proved a very proper inftrumerjt 
in the hand of Qomitian to execute his black pur- 
pofes againft every man of worth. The company 
gave their fentiments of the fanguinary counfels 
and infamous charade r of this man. " And what, 
" faid the emperor, would have been his fate had 
cc he lived now?" To bavefupped with us, replied 
Mauricus. But to return from this long di- 
greflion, into which, however, I did not fall un- 
defignedly. — It was determined that thefe games 
fliould be fupprefled; for they had greatly depraved 
P 4 c the 

• Trajan was fond of this kind of entertainments, and had 
Jiimfelf exhibited fome very fplendid ones, upon his triumph 
over the Daciacs. 

' An infamous fycophanr, frequently mentioned by Juvenal* 
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the morals of the people of Vienna: and they 
have had the feme general effeQ: among *c 
But the vices of the Viennenfes are confinVI within 
their awn walk ; ours have a more extenftre in- 
fluence: lor it is in the body politic, as in the 
natural, thofe diforders are moft ^angerow that 
flow from the head, Farewcl. 

LETTER XXIIL To Pompqnius Bassvs, 

1H A D the grtat pleafure to hear from our 
common friends* that you difpafc of your time 
in your agreeable retirement from puttie bufineft 
."H^rith that dignity which becomes a man of your 
diftiflgtrifhed wifiiom* that yao mix the exercife 
,qf riding or failing with contemplation, and teamed 
conferences with much readings in a word, that 
you are daily encrea&ng that fund of knowledge 
you already poflefs. This is to grow old in a way 
worthy of a man who has difcharged the higheft 
. offices bocli civil and military,, and who gave 
himfirlf whoUy up to the fervice of the com-* 
' monwealtb, whilft it became hia years. Our 
youth and manhood we owe to our country, but 
our declining age is due to ourf*lv»i as. the laws 
theoafcires feern; to fugged which refign m to 
eafc, when we ate arrived heyond bur fixtieth 
year*. How do I long for the time when I 

ihafl 

* A feaatop was not ebltged to attead the bofiacft *f th« 

Jjoufe, after that age, Seneca 4e Civ. vie, c. ao. 
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fhall enjoy that happy privilege 1 When my 
years fhall juftify my following the example of 
your honourable retreat ! When my retiring 
from a&ive life fhall not be deemed indolence, 
butrepofel Fareweh ^ 



LETTER XXIV. 2V Vauws. 

BEING engaged ktcly in a caufe before the 
Ceotumviri, it occur'd to me that when I was 
* young man I had alio pleaded in the fame coarr* 
I cotikL not forbear, as tribal, to purfue the re- 
fle&ioa, and tx> confider if there were any of rhofe 
advocates then prefent, who were joined with noc 
in the former caufe ^ but I found I was the only 
perfon remaining wHo had been counlel in both: 
fuch changes does the inftability of human nature, 
or' the viciflitudes of fortune, produce! Death had 
removed feme* banifhment others; age and infir- 
mities . had filenced / tbofe, while tbeje were with- 
drawn (o enjoy the happincfe of retirements one 
was at the head of an army; and the indulgence 
of the prince has exempted mother from the bur« 
tbpi of civil employments. What turns of for* 
tune have I experienced even in my own perfon ! 
Jt was the cultivation of my talents for oratory 
that firft rgifed me into notice; it was the fame 
, talents 
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talents that afterwards occafioned my dilgrace; and 
it is the fame talents that have advanced me again. 
The friendftiips of the wife and good at my firft 
appearance in the world, were highly ferviceable to 
mejtjjbe fame friendships proved afterward ex* 
tremely prejudicial to my intereft, and now 
they are my ornament and fupport. If you com- 
pute the time in which thefe revolutions have hap- 
pened, it is but a few years j if you number the in- 
cidents, it feems an age: and it is alefTon that will 
teach us to check both our defpair and our preemp- 
tion, when we obferve fuch a variety of events ra- 
pidly revolving in fo narrow a circle. It is my cuf- 
tom to communicate to my friend all my thoughts, 
and to fet before him the fame reflexions and ex- 
amples, by which 1 regulate my own condud: and 
fuch is the purpofe of theprefent letter. Farewcl. 



LETTER XXV. To Maximus. 

1 Mentioned to you in a former m letter, that I 
apprehended the method of voting by ballots 
would be attended with inconveniencies ; and fo it 
has proved. At the laft ele&ion of magiftrates, 
upon fome of the tablets were written feveral 
pieces of pleafantry, and even indecencies; in one 

par- 
• B. j. let. 20. 
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particularly, infl-ead of the name of the candidate, 
was inferted the names of thofe who efpoufed his 
imercft. The fenate was extremely exafperated at 
this infolence s and with one voice threatened the 
vengeance of the emperor upon the author. But 
he lay concealed, and poflibly might be in the 
number of thofe who exprefied the warmeft indig- 
nation. What muft one think of fiuch a man's 
private conduft, who in public, upon fo impor- 
tant an affair, and at fo folemn a time, could in- 
dulge himfelf in fuch indecent liberties, and 
dare to aft the droll in the ftce of the fenate ? 
Who will know 1/, is the argument that prompts 
little ?md bafe minds to commit thefc indecorums* 
$ecure from being difcovercd by others, and 
unawed by any felf-refpeft, they take their pen 
and tablets; and hence arife thefe buffooneries, 
which are fit only for the ftage. What method 
Jhall we take, what remedy apply againft thi* 
abufe? Our tfiforders indeed, in general, have' 
every where eluded all attempts to reftrain them. 
But thefe arc evils psuch too deeply rooted for our 
limited power to eradicate, and muft be left to 
fhe care of that fuperiour authority who by thefe 
)ow but daring infults, has daily freih occa- 
sions of exerting all his pains and vigilance, 
farewel, 

LET* 
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LETTER XXVI. ANemi; 

THE rcqueft you make me to revife and 
correct that copy of my works, which you 
frave taken the pains to colleft, I (hall moft willing- 
ly comply with ; as indeed there is nothing I ought 
to perform with more readinefs, eipecially at your 
inftance. When a man of fuch dignity, literature, 
and eloquence, deeply engaged in bufinefs, and en- 
tering upon the important gpvernment of a pro- 
vince, has fo good an opinion of my competitions 

. as to think them worth taking with him ; how am 
I obliged to endeavour that this part of his bag* 
gage may not feenn an ufekfs embarraffment! My 
firft care therefore fhall be, that they may attend 
you with all the advantages poflible; and my 
next, to fupply you at youF return with others, 
which you may not think undeferving to be added 

rto the former; for I can have no ftronger encou- 
ragement to encredfe the number of my wrirings, 
than th? being allured pf finding a reader of your 
tafte and difcernment. FareweL 

LETTER XXVII. *>Falco. 

I Have been atmwdiag. tbefe three days the t& 
cital of Augurinus's fonnets, which 1 Jboard 
not only with great pleafure, but even admira- 
tion; 
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rion. They are conceived with much ddicacy of 
jfentiment, arc cxprefled with greet elegance, and 
abound with oumbcrfefc ftroke* of the tender and 
the fublime, of wit and of fatire, I am of opinion 
there has not for theft many years appeared any 
thing more fini&ed of the kind ; if indeed my great 
affeftion for him, and the praife* jbe beftows upon 
me, do not biafs my judgment,, He introduce hjs 
poems with obferving, that I fometimes amnfe my* 
ftlf with writing vcrfes. If I can recolleft the fe- 
cond line of this introdu&ion (for the reft I re- 
member, and have often repeated) you fhall judgp 
if my opinion of them is juft : 

Sweetly flow my tender lays, 
Lake Calvus' or Catullus 9 flrains, 

(Bards approved of ancient days I) 
Where love in all its foftnefs reigns, 

let wherefore ancient poets name ? 

Let Pliny my example be : 
Him the Jacred nine inflame; 

More than ancient poets he ! 

1*o mutual love be tunes the by, 
While far the noifybar be flies r 

Say then ye grave, ye formal /ay, 
Who Jkall gentle love defpife? 

You 
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You fee with what fprighdinefs of imagination, 
what propriety <>f fcntiment, what ckarnefe off 
expreflion the whole is wrought up; and in this 
tafte, I will Venture to allure you, you will find 
his performance in general: I will fend it to 
you as foon as it (hall be publiJhed, In the mean 
while, admit this excellent youth into' a (hare of 
your affe&ion, and congratulate our age on the 
produ&ion of fuch a genius, whofe virtues render 
him (till more illuftrious. He fpends his time 
partly with Spurinna, and partly with Antoninus ; 
having the honour to be the relation of one and 
the companion of both. You will eafily imagine 
what uncommon virtues be rrtuft poffefs, who is 
thus the favourite of two fuch venerable old men* 
for the poet's obfervation is moft undoubtedly 
true: . • 

Tbofe who in cleft fociety arc join' d, 
In manners equal, you will ever find * j 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXVIII. ^Severus. 

HERENIUS Severus, a perfon of difHn- 
guiflied erudition, is exceedingly defirous to 
have the pictures of two of your country-men, 
Cornelius Nepos, and Titus Caflius, to adorn his 
library j and has intreated me, if they are to be 

met 

* Euripides. 
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met with where you are (as probably they may) 
that 1 would procure copies for him. That 
care I recommend to you, rather than to any 
other, not only becaufe I know your friendship 
for me readily inclines you to comply with my 
requefts, but as being fenfible of the high regard 
you -have for learning and all her friends; and 
thsft your aflfe&ion and veneration for thofe who 
have proved an ornament to your country, is equal 
to that which you bear towards your country her- 
felf. I beg you therefore to employ ibme fkilful 
hand in' this works for if it is difficult to catch 
a likenefe from the life, it is much more lb to 
prcferve it in a copy; from which I defire you 
will not fuffer the painter to deviate, even for 
the better. FareweL 

LETTER XXIX. To Rom anx/s. 

"INDEED, my friend, you muft at all rates take 
' ■*" your place upon the bench the next time the 
x court fits. *In vain wouldyour indolence repofe 
itfelf under my prote&ionj for there is no absent- 
ing with impunity. Behold that fevere Praetor, the 
refolute Licinius Nepos, filing even a mighty fe- 
nator for the fame negleft! The fenator pleaded 
his caufe in perfon; but pleaded in fuppliant tone. 
The fine, 'tis true, was remitted; but fore was 

his 



*4<> THE LETTERS BooklV, 

Ms dtfmay, but humble his interceffions, but fad 
his neceffity of being obliged to afk pardon. All 
snagiftrates in that office, you will tell me per- 
Jiaps, arc not thus rigid* You may, however, 
be miftaken: for tho' indeed to be the author 
and reviver of an example of* this kind, may be 
an aft of feverity ; yet when once it is intro- 
duced, even lenity herfelf may follow die pre* 
cedent. FarewtL 

LETTER XXX . to Licin ius. 

I Have brought you as a prefent* out of did 
cotmtry, a query which well deferves the con- 
fideration of your extenfive knowledge. There* 
is^ a Ipring which rifes in a neighbouring moun- 
tain, and running among the rocks is received 
into a little banquctting-room, from whence, after 
the force of its current is a little reftrained, it falls 
into the * Larian lake. The nature of this fpring 
is extremely furprizing* it ebbs and flows regu- 
larly three times a day. The increafr and decreafe 
is plainly vifiblc, and very amufing to obfervc- 
You fit down by the fide of the fountain, and whilft 
you are taking a repaft and drinking its water, 
which is extremely cool, you fee it gradually rife, 
and fall. If you place a ring, or any thing elfe at 

• Sze B. i. Let. 3. in not. 
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the bottoita *hert it is dry, the dream reaches it 
by degrees 'till it is entirely covered, and then 
gently retires 5 and if you wait you may fee it thus al- 
ternately advancfe and recede three fucceflive times. 
Shall we fay, that fome fecret cbrrerit of afr ftops 
and opens the fountain-head, as it approaches to or 
retires' from it; as we fee in bottles^ and dther 
veflels Of that nature where there is not a free 
and open paflage, tho' you turn their necks dowh- 
wards, yet the oiitwahi air obftruding the vent, 
they difcharge their contents as it were by ftarts ? 
Or may it not be accounted for upon the fame 
principle as die flux and teflux of die fea ? Or^ as 
thofe rivers which difcharge themrdvds into the 
fta meeting with contrary winds and the fwell of 
the ocean are forced back into their channels ; fo 
may there not be fomethihg that checks thfe foun- 
tain, for a time, in its progrefs ? Or is there rather 
? certain refervoir that contains thefe waters in the 
bowels of the earth, which while it is recruiting 
its difcharges, the ftream flows more (lowly and 
in lefs quantity, but when it has cGlle&ed its due 
rneafure, it runs ^gaih in its ufual ftrength and 
fulnefs ? Or laftly, is there I know not what kind 
of fubterraneous coUntcr-poife* that throws up the 
water when the fountain is diy, and ftops it when 
it is foil ? You, who are fo well qualified for the 
Vol. L Q^ enquiry, 
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enquiry, will examine the reafons b of this won- 
derful phenomenon* it will be fufficient for me if I 
have given you a clear defcription of it. Farewel. 

b There are feveral of thefe periodical fountains in different 
parts of the world; as we have Tome in England. Laj~Rju.il 
near Torbay, is mentioned in the Philofophical Tranfa&jons. 
[N° 104. p. 909.] to ebb and flow feveral times every hoar. 
The reafons of this kind of fprings are of no very cafy fblu- 
tion, and the canfes aiTigned by modern philosophers are 
fcarce more fatisfaclory than thofe pointed out by the an- 
cients : perhaps they do not depend upon any general prin- 
ciple, but arife from different canfes according to their 
refpeclive fituations* The conjecture which Mr. Addifon 
offers in accounting for thofe he faw in Switzerland, fecal 
plaufible, and equally applicable to this fountain men- 
tioned by Pliny; as it is probable it took Its rife from 
the fame mountains. " We faw, fays that inimitable 
" author in his defcription of Geneva and the lake, in 
" feveral parts of the Alps that bordered upon us, vaft pits 
" of fnow.; as feveral mountains that lie at a greater diftance 
** are wholly covered with it. I fancied the crmfufion of 
" mountains and hollows I here obferved, furniihed me with 
" a more probable reafon than any I have met with, for 'thefe 
" periodical fountains in Swizerland, which flow only at 
44 particular hours of the day. For as the tops of thefe 
** "mountains caft their (hadows upon one another* theyhin- 
" der the fun's mining on feveral parts at fuch certain 
" times, fo that there are feveral heaps of fnow which have 
" the fun lying qpon them for two or three hours together* 
" and are in the Jhade all the day afterward. If therefore 
" it happens, that any particular fountain takes its rife 
** from any of th^efe refervoirs of fnow, it will naturally 
«' begin to flow on fuch hours of the day as the fnow begins 
" ro n e!i : but as foon as the fun leaves it again to frreze 
" and harden, the fountain dries up, and receives no more 
•' lupplies. till about the fa ire time the next day, when the 
" heat oi the fun again lets the fnows a running that fall into 
' he fame Half conduits, traces, and canals, and by confe- 

■. nc: l.ieak rrt and diicover themfelvcs always in the 
• :.. v;va. ,f Anion's Trav." 353. 

THE 
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L E t f E & I. to Se^erus. 

A Small legacy which was lately left mej has 
given me much greater pleafure than I 
fiiould have received by a for more corifiderable be- 
kjueft unattended with fimilar circumftances. Pom* 
ponia Gratilla, having difinherited her fon Affidius 
Curianus> appointed me* and Sertorius Severiis pf 
Praetorian rank, together With ieVeral eminent Ro- 
man knights, her coheirs. The fon applied to me to 
give him. my fhare of the inheritance, in order to 
rnake ufe of my name as an example to the reft 
of the joint-heirs ; but offered it. the fame time 
to. enter into a iecret agreement with me to return 
my proportion. I told him* it was by no means 

Q^2 agKcablc 
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agreeable to my charaftcr to feem to aft one way, 
when, in truth, I was a&inganothers and that there 
t was fomething of meannefs in making prefentstoa 
man of his fortune, who had no children: be- 
• fides.it would not at all anfwer the purpofe at 
which he was aiming. Indeed, (I added) if I 
were to withdraw my claim, it might be of 
fbme fervice to him : and this I was ready and 
billing to do, if he could prove to me that he 
was unjuftly difinherited. " Let me prevail with 
c< you then, faid he, to be my arbitrator in this 
u cafe." After a Ihort paufe, I told him I confent- 
ed to his propofal: "for why, faid I, fhould I 
cc not have as good an opinion of my own im- 
. <c partial difintereftednefs as you feem to have ? 
" But remember I am not to be prevailed upon 
« to decide the point in queftion againft your 
<c mother, if it fhould appear fhe had juft realbn 
" for what Ihe has done/' cc Be it agreeable 
<c to your inclination, he replied, which 1 am fure 
" is always to aft according to juftice." I cal- 
led to .my afliftance Corellius and Frontinus, 
two of the moft confiderable lawyers which 
Rome at that time afforded. Attended with 
thofe friends, I heard the caufe in my chamber. 
Curianus faid every thing which he thought could 
favour his pretenfions, to whom (as there was 
nobody but myfelf to defend the chara&er of 
G; atilla) I made a fhort reply j after which I 

retired 
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retired with my friends to deliberate upon the 
cafe, and then returning acquainted Curianus 
that it was our opinion his conduct had juftly 
drawn upon him his mother's difpleafure. Some- 
time afterwards, Curianus commenced a fuit in 
the; Centumviral court againft all the coheirs ex- 
cept myfelf. The day appointed for the trial ap- 
proaching, the /eft of the coheirs were defirous 
of compromifing the affair ; not out of any dif- 
fidence of their caufe, but from a tfiftruft of the 
times. They were apprehenfive, that what had beea 
the cafe of many others might happen to them, 
and from a civil fuit it might end in a criminal 
one ; as there was fome amongft them to whom 
thefriendlhip of Gratilla and Rufticus* might prove 
extremely prejudicial: they therefore defired me 
to talk with Curianus,. Accordingly I had con- 
ference with him in the temple of Concord: 
" Suppofe, faid I, *your mother had left you 
" the fourth part of her eftate, or even fuppofe 
cc Ihe had made you fole heir, but had ex- 
" haufted fo much of the eftate in legacies that 
<c there would not be more than a fourth part re- 
" mining to you; could you juftly have complain- 
*' ed ? you ought to be contented therefore, if 
" being'frbfblutely difinherited, as you are, the heirs 

CL3 "are 

* Gratilla was the wife of Rufticus : Rufticus wat put to 
death by Domitian, apd Gratilla baniftied. Ic was a fufficient 
crime in the reign of that execrable prince to be even a friend 
9f thofe who were obnoxious to him. See B. 7. let* 33. laft 
note. 
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** are willing to reltnquifh to yoo a fourth part : 
*' which however I will encreafe by cpatributing 
€C my proportion. You know you did not com- 
. « mence any fuit againft: mej fo that the prefcrip- 
cc: tion tfhifh I have gained by two years peaceable 
" pofieffion, fecures my fhare from any claim you 
cr can fee up againft it. But to induce you to agree 
* to the propolals cm the part of the other coheirs, 
?' and that you may be no fufferer by the peculiar 
f c refpqft you fhew to me* I offer to advance my 
? proportion yvith them/' 

The filent fatisfaftion of my own conference is 
pot the only pleafure this concefiion has afforded 
ftie 5 it has contributed alfo to the honour of my 
charade?*. For it is the feme Curianus who has 
left me the legacy I Mentioned in the beginning of 
fny letter, and I received it as a very diftinguifliing 
mark, if I do not flatter myfelf, of his approbation 
pf my conduft, I have given you this detail, be- 
caufe in all my joys and Jbrrows I look 'upon you 
as myfelf, and I thought it would be unkind not to 
communicate to fo tender a friend whatever occa- 
cations me a fenfible gratification; as I confeft 
this circumftance has proved : for I do not pre- 
tend to fuch refined ftrdins of philofophy as to be 
indifferent, when I think I have atted as becomes 
a man of probity, whether my actions meet with 
that approbation which is in fortie fort their re- 
gard, Farcwel. 
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L E T T E R II. To Fl accus. 

THE a thrufhes I received from you were fa 
excellent, that my Ljaurentinum is not ca- 
pable pf fupplying me with any thing in this tern- 
pcftuous fcafon, cither of the land or fea kind, to 
make you a fui table return. 1 have only therefore 
to fend you the ineffe&ual acknowledgments of a 
barren letter : an exchange, more unequal, I con- 
fefs, than that famous one of the b fubtle Diomed. 
But your good-nature will fo much the more rea- 
dily grant this idle epiftle a pardon, as it confeffed- 
ly does not deferve one, Farewel. 

• Thcfe birds, of which there arc feveral forts, were in 
high reputation among the Romans, and generally had a 
pkce upon all ekgant cables. 

* Alluding to the Hory in flom. Iliad, where Glaucns and 
Diomed having an interview between the two armies, they 
difcovered that a conned ion of Iriendfh-p and hofpitality had 
formerly fublifted between- their families. Accordingly Dio- 
med propv.ies an exchange of their arms, as a token of reciw 
procai amity : 

T'avv, ot»» &c ——Lib. 6. V. 230. 

Vow change we arms, and prow to either baft* 

We guard the friindjhip of the line we boaft. 

Thus having Jaid—~ 

Their hands they join, their mutual faith they plight. 

Brave G/aucus then each narrow thought refgf^d, 

(Jove warm'd his bofom and enlarged his mtndj 

For Diomed' s brafs arms of mean device* 

For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price) 

He gave his own of gold divinely wrought ; 

An hundred beeves the finning pur chafe bought. Pope. 

CL4 LET* 
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LETTE R III. to Amstcu 

AMONG ^he many agreeatye and obliging 
inftances I have received of your friend* 
Clip, yoyr not concealing frorp me the long con- 
yerfation which latply pafled at your houfe concern- 
ing pfiy yerfes, and the various judgments pro- 
nounced upon them, is by no m?ans the leaft. There 
were fomp of the company, it feems, who did not 
disapprove my lijttle poems, but at the fame t^me 
cenfured me in a free and friendly manner, for em- 
ploying myfelf in cpmpofing and reciting them. 
I am fo far, however, from defiring to extenuate 
the' charge, that I willingly acknowledge myfelf 
ftill more deferring of it ; and confefs that I 
fometimes amufe myfelf with writing verfcs of 
the ludicrous and gayer kind. \ compqfe come- 
dies; divert myfelf with pantomimes; read the 
Lyric poets ; ^nd enter into the fpirit of the moft 
wanton mufe ; in fhort, I am nothing averfc from 
pleafantry, mirth, and gayety ; or to fum up 
every kind of innocent amufement in one word, 
/ am a $dan. I am not at all difpleafed, that 
thofe who are ignorant that the moft learned., the 
wifeft, and the beft of fnen have amufed them- 
felves in the fame way, fhould be furprifed at 
pie; |>ut thofe who know what noble exam- 
ple? 
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pics I follow, will allow me, I truft, thus t6 
err with thofe whom it is an honour to imitat^ 
not only in their raoft ferious occupations, 
but lighteft amufements. Is it unbecoming 
me (I will not i^ame any lining example, left I 
Should feem to flatter) but is it unbecoming m$ 
to praftifc what became Tully, Calvus, PdUio* 
Mefiala, Hortenfius, Brutus, Sulla, Catuftu* 
Scaevola, Sulpirius, Varro, the Torquati, Mem* 
mius, Getulicus, Seneca, Lucceius, and in our 
own memory, Verginius Rufti&? But if the ex- 
amples of private men are not Efficient to juftify 
me, I can cite Jujtus Csefar, Auguftus, Nerva> 
and Titus. I forbeir to add Nero to the cata- 
logue; tho 9 I am fenfible whaj is fometimes pfac- 
.tifed by the worft of men does not therefore de- 
generate into wrong; on the contrary, it {till 
maintains its credit, if frequently countenanced 
by the beft. In that number Virgil, Cornelius 
Nepps, and prior to thefe, Ennius and Accius, 
juftly deferve the mod diftinguifhed place. Thefe 
laft indeed were not fenators; but propriety of con- 
dud knows no diftin&ion of rank or title. I recite 
my works, 'tis true, and in this inftance I am not lure 
I can juftify myfelf by their examples. They, per- 
haps, might be fatisfied with their own judgment; 
but I have too humble an opinion of mine, to fup- 
pofe my compofitions fufficiently perfeft, becaufe 
they appear fo tp my own mimk My reafons then 

for 
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for reciriog a*e, t th# thei;c is a qfrtaip reverence for 
^e's audience, which fires $hejattgina*io3,.apd ex-* 
cit<s a wore vigorous application ; and that I have 
by fcefe *ne*ns,an oppottvpity of fettling any doubts 
| m*y Imve concerning cny performance, by ob- 
eying, the gene'ral; ftntiments of ipy auditors 
Jn. a yord, I have the advantage qf receiving dif- 
ferent bin{s{frem differoit perfons: and tho* they 
ftould apt declare their opinions in eatprefs 
#rm$» yet the air of ,a cpuntepance, the turn of 
at head or eye, .the motion ©fca, hand, a whiiper, 
ft. .even filence itfelf wiU eafily dlftinguifh their 
j#^ fentirnents jfeqMhe language of civility < Ac 
cewSngly* if any one; of my audienpe {hould have 
*he : curioiity to perufe. the farae^ performance 
which he beard me read> he may find fevcral things 
ftlfcrtid or omitted, and perhaps* too upon bis parti- 
cular judgment^, tfoo' he did not fay a Gngle word 
Iq me, But I apydefending my conduft b this par- 
Jfcioukr, as if I had aftually recited my works in pub* 
lie, and pot in my own houfe before a feted party 
pf ray friends; a numerous appearance of whom, 
has upon many ©ecafions been held an honour, but 
fleyer fureljr * reproach, Farewgl 
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LETTER IV, ^Vamriahos. 

THE fed whicl) I am gbing to mention 
tho' in itfelf of no great importance, may 
t*e attended with very confiderable conferences* 
Sollers, a perfon of Praetorian rank, petitioned 
the fenate for leave to holcj a fair upon his eftatc, 
He was oppofed in this by the deputies from the 
* Vicentini, whq employed Tufcillinus Nominatus 
as their counfeL The caufe was adjourned* and 
at the nefxt meeting the deputies appeared unat- 
tended with their counfel, complaining that they 
had been grofsfy deceived: an expreffion; vhkk 
whether it dropped from them in the warmth of 
refentment, Or that they really had reafon to think 
fo, I will not determine. Nepos the Prastor afked 
them whom it was they had retained f They replied* 
the lame perfon who was counfel for them in the 
former inftance. Being farther afkedj whether he 
then appeared for them without any gratuity? 
They replied, that they had given him b fix thou- 
sand fefterces, and afterwards prefented him with a, 
fec6nd fee of one thoqfand • denarii. Upon 
which, Nepos moved that Nominatus fhould be 
ordered to attend: and this is all that was done 
jn the affair that day. But, unlefs I am greatly 

mjftaken, 

• Of Vicenata, a city in the territories of Venice, 
> About 48 1, of our money. 
« About 30 1. of our money* 
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miftaken, the enquiry will not end there; for one 
may obferve in feveral inftances, that the flighted 
{parks have lighted up a long train of very unex- 
pe&ed confequences. And now I have fufficiently 
raifed your curiofity, I fuppofe,tomakeyoudefirous 
t fboukL inform you of the reft; unlefs^ perhaps, 
yew Ihould choofe to gratify it by coming to Rome> 
sad had rather fee than read the fequeh Farewel. 

. LETTER V. To Maximus. 

I. AM deeply affii&ed With the new$ I have re- 
. .'-cared of the death of Fannius»not only as 
faisviifg loftrin him a friend whole eloquence and po- 
lice mamrers I admired, but a guide ajfo by whole 
judgment I was often dire&ed; as indeed he pof. 
feffed a mod penetrating, gepius, improved and 
chlightened by great experience. There are fome 
circumftances'attending his death, which aggravate 
my concern: He left behind him a will which had 
been made a confidcrable time before his deceafe, 
by which it happens that his eftate is fallen int» the 
bands of thofc who had incurred his dilpleafure, 
whilft his.greatefl: favourites are excluded. But 
what I particularly regret is, that hehasleftunfinifti- 
ed sl very noble work in which he was engaged. 
Notwithstanding bis full employment « the bar, 
lie had commenced a hiftory of thofe perfons 
vho we^e ptjt to death or bantfhed by Neroi 

and 
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and had compleated three books. They are writ- 
ten with gre&t elegance and precifion ; the ftyle is 
pure, and prefervefc a proper medium between the 
fimple narrative and the hiftorical : and as they were 
very favourably received by the public, he was the 
more defirpus of being able to finifh the remainder. « 
The hand of death is ever, in my opinion, too fevere 
and too fudden when it falls upon fuch as are 
employed in fome immortal work. The foiis of 
fenfuality, who have no views beyond the prefent 
hour, terminate with each day the whole purpofe of 
their exiftencej but thofe who look forward to pof- 
terity, and endeavour to tranfmit their names with 
honour tafiiture generations by ufefiil labours; — to 
fuch, death is always immature, as it ever (hatches 
them from amidft fame unfiniflied defign. Fannius, 
long before his death, had a ftrong prefentiment 
of what has happened: he dreamed one night, that , 
as he was fitting in his ftudy with his papers before 
him, Nero entered, and placing himfplf by his 
fide, took up the three firft books of this hiftory; 
•which he read through, and then' departed. 
This dream greatly alarmed him, and he looked 
upon it as an intimation, that he (hould not carry 
on this hiftory any farther than Nero had read : and 
fo the event has proved. I cannot refleft upon 
this accident without lamenting that he was pre- 
vented from accomplifliing a work, which had 

coft 
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coft him fo many painful vigils, as it foggefts 
to me at the fame time reflections on my own 
mortality) and the fate of my writings : and I ani 
perfuaded the fame apprehenfions alarm you for 
Jthofe in which you are at prefcnt employed. Let us 
then, rpy friend,, while yet we live, exert all our en- 
deavours, that deaths whenever it fhall arrive, may 
find as little 1$ poffible to deftray* FareweL 



LETTER VI. m tt> Aj>oll!naris. 

THE kind concern you qxpreffed wfrcn you 
heard of my defign to pais the fummer at 
my * villa in Tufcany, and your obliging endea- 
vours to diffuade me from going to a place which 
you think unhealthy, are extremely pleafing to me. , 

I con- 

• This was Pliny's principal feat, lying about one hundred 

• And fifty miles from Rome, and in which he ufually relided daring 
the fummer feafon. The reader will pbferve therefore, that he 
confiders it in a very different manner from that of Laorenji- 

.num (his winter villa) both with refpeft to the fituation and 
the houfe itfelf. Cluuer in his Geography has placed this villa 
a little above Tifirnum Tibtrinum* now called Citta di Cafielk, 

• where our author built a temple at his own expense. This 
has given room to * imagine that, poffibly, there may be yet 
fome remaining traces of this houfe to be discovered in Tuf- 
cany, near a town which the Italians call Stintignano, in the 
neighbourhood of Ponte di San Sttfano, about ten miles north of 
an epifcopal city now called Borgo di San Stpmlcbro. If after 
having traverfed this noble villa, the reader mould be carious 
to know bow Pliny difpoied of his tune, when he retired to 
it, he may turn to the 36th letter of the 9th book. 

• Flint per Felibien, p. 6|* 



BookV. OF PLINY. ~ *tf 

I confcfsj the atmof^hcre of diat part of Tuf. 
cany, which lids 'towards rite *coaft> is thick and 
unwholfcfomc. but my houfe is (inflated at a gpear/ 
diftance from the fea, tinder one df the App&mte 
mountains, which, of aH others, is mod efteemeti 
for the cleartefs of its air. But that you may be 
relieved from all apprehenfions on my account, I 
will give you adefcription of the temperattire df 
the cKrriate, the fituation of the country, and 
the beauty of my vftla, which I am pcrfuaded you 
will read with as much pleafure as I fhall re- 
late. The wifcters are fcvere and cold, fo that 
myrtles, olivet, afld trees of that kind which de- 
light in conftant warmth, will not flourifli here; 
but it produces bay-trees b in gr*eat perfe&ion* 

yet 

k In the original it . is lauruj, which the ingenious Mr* 
Martyn, profcflor of botany in Cambridge, has given very 
Urong reafons for believing is not the fame tree with our 
laurel, but the bay-tree. " Our laurel, (chat author ob- 
«« ferves*) Was hardly known m Europe, till the latter end 
«' of the 16th century; about which time it feeihs to have 
«* been brought from Trebizond to Con ft amino pie, and from 
•'thence into mo ft parts of Europe* The laurel has no one 
" fmell, which is a property abferibed to the laurus by Virgil 
•' in the 2d Eciogne : 

Et *vos 9 o lauri, carj>am, it tt froxime^ myrte, 
SUpofitoii quouiam fuaves mijcttu odores. 

« And in the 6th j£neid ; 

Odoratum tauri mnms, 

•• Nor is the lanrel remarkable for crackling in the fire, of 
44 which there is abundant mention with regard to the i&uras. 

■ ' • « Tbefe 
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yet fometimes, tho' indeed not ofttner than ia 
the neighbourhood of Rome/ they are killed by 
the feverity of the feaforxs. The fummers are 
exceedingly temperate, and continually attended 
with refrefhing breezes, which are feldom in- 
terrupted by high winds. If you were to come 
here and fee the numbers of old men who have 
lived to be Grand- fathers and Great- grand -fathers, 
and hear the ftories they can entertain you with 
of their anceftors, you would fancy yourfelf born 
in fome former age. The difpofition of the coun- 
try is the mod beautiful that can be imagined: 
figure to yourfelf an immenfc amphitheatre; 
but luch as the hand of nature could only form. 
Before you lies a vaft extended plain bounded 
by a range of .mountains, whofe fummits are 
covered with lofty and venerable woods, which 
" fupply variety of game : from thence, as the 
mountains decline, they are adorned with under- 
woods. Intermixed with thefe are litde hills of ib 
ftrong and fat a foil, that it would be difficult 
to find a fingle ftone upon them; their fertility 
is nothing inferiour to the loweft grounds; and 
tho* their harveft, indeed, is fomewhat later, their 
crops are as well matured. At the foot of thefe 

hills 

* Thcfc characters agree very well with the bay tree, which 
" feem* to be mod certainly the laurus of the ancients; aod 
«« is at this time frequent in the woods and hedges of Italy.'* 
Notes upon Georg. i. v. 306. 
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hills the eye is prefented, wherever it turns, with 
one unbroken view of numberlefs vineyards, 
terminated by a border, as it were, of fhrubs. 
From thence you have a profpeft of the adjoin- 
ing fields and meadows below. The foil of the 
former is fo extremely ftiff, and upon the firft 
ploughing turns up in fuch vaft clods, that it is 
neceflary to go over it nine feveral times with the 
. Jargeft oxen and the ftrongeft ploughs, -before 
they can be thoroughly broken; whilft the ena- 
meled meadows produce trefoil, and other kinds 
of herbage as fine and tender as if it were but juft 
fprung up, being continually refrefhed by never- 
failing rills. But tho* the country abounds with 
great plenty of water, there are no marlhes; for, 
as it lies upon a rifing ground, whatever water it 
receives without abforbing, runs off into the Ti- 
ber. This river, which winds thro* the middle 
of the meadows, is navigable only in the winter and 
fpring, at which feafons it tranfports the produco 
pf the land? to Rome ; but its channel is fo ex- 
tremely low in fummer, that it fcarcejy def«?rves the 
name of a river j towards the autumn, however, it 
begins again to renew its claim to that title. You 
could not be more agreeably entertained, than by 
taking a view of the face of this country from the 
top of one of qur neighbouring mountains : you 
ipppld fuppofc that not a real, but fome imaginary 
t Voj-, I, H Jantf, 
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landfcape painted by the moft exquifite pencil lay 
before you : fuch an harmonious variety of beau- 
tiful obje&s meets the eye, which way focver 
it turns. My villa is fo advantageoufly fituated, 
that it commands a full view of all the coun- 
try, round; yet you approach it by fo infal- 
lible a rife, that you find yourfelf upon an emi- 
nence without perceiving you afcended. Behind, 
but at a great diftance, ftand the Apcnmne 
mountains. In the calmeft days wc are re- 
frefhed by the winds that blow from thence, 
but fo Ipent, as it were, by the long traft of 
land they travel over, that they are entirely 
diverted of all their ftrength and violence be- 
fore they reach us. The expofition of the prin- 
cipal front of the houfe is full fouth, and feems 
to invite the afternoon fun in fummer (but 
fomewhat earlier in winter) into a fpacious and 
well-proportioned Portico, confifting of feve- 
ral members, particularly a porch built in the 
ancient manner. In the front of the por- 
tico is a fort of terrace, embelliflied with va- 
rious figures, and -bounded with a box hedge, 
from whence you defcend by an eafy (lope, 
adorned with the reprefentation of divers ani- 
mals in box anfwering alternately to each other, 
into a lawn overfprcad with the foft, I had al- 
5 moft 
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moft faid the liquid * Acanthus : this is furround* 
ltd by a walk b inclofcd with tonfile ever-greens, 
fhaped into a variety of forms. Beyond it is the 
Geftatio, laid out in the form of a c circus, orna- 
mented in the middle with box cut in number- 
lefs different figures, together with a plantation 
of ftirubs, prevented by the fheers from fliooting 
up too high ; The whole is fenced-in with a wall 
covered by box, r-ifing by different ranges to the 
top. On the outfide of the wall lies a meadow 
that owes as many beauties to nature, as all I 
have been defcribing within does to art; at the 
end of which are feveral other meadows and fields 

R 2 inter- 

• Sir William Temple fuppofes the Acanthus of the ancients 
to be what we call Pericantbe. Modern f botanifts term it gar* 
den bears-foot \ but Mr. Cartel, in his obfer ration 3 upon this 
paflage, with more probability, imagines by its character here 
chat it refembles mo Is. S-e note, p. 266. 

fc This walk is culled in the original Ambulation as what I 
have ventured to tranflate a Terrace, is by Pliny termed Xjftus* 
The Ambulatio feems to be what we properly call a walk ; the 
Geftatio was a place appropriated to the taking of exercife in 
their vehicles, and the Xyflus in its original fignification, ac- 
cording to the definition given by Piiruvius, was a large por- 
tico, wherein the athletic exerciks were performed; tho' it is 
plainly uled in this place for an open walk, ornamented much 
in the manner of our old-fathtoned parterres ; but its being 
raifed above the walks which lay in the front, feems to juftify 
its being called a Terrace, 

c The Circus was a place fet apart for the celebration of 
feveral public games, particularly the chariot-race. Its form 
was generally oblong, having a wall quite round with ranges 
of feats for the convenience of fpe&ators, 

f See Martyn on Georg. 4. v. 113* 
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intcrfpcrfcd with thickets. At the extremity of 
this portico (lands a grand dining-room, which 
opens upon one end of the terrace ; as from the 
windows there is a very extenfive pro(pe& over 
the meadows up into the country, from whence 
you alfo have a view of the terrace, and fuch parts 
of the houfe >vhich projed forward, together with 
the woods inclofing the adjacent * hippodrome. 
Oppofite almoft to the center of the portico, (lands 
a fquare edifice, which encompafles a (mall area, 
ihaded by four plane-trees* in the midft of which 
a fountain rifes, from whence the water run- 
ning over the edges of a marble bafon gently 
refrefhes the furrounding plane-trees and the 
verdure underneath them. This apartment con- 
fids of a bed-chamber fecured from every kind 
of noife, and which the light itfelf cannot pe- 
netrate ; together with a common dining-room, 
which I ufe when I have none but intimate 
friends with me. A fecond portico looks upon 
this little area, and lias the fame prolpeft with 
the former I juft now defcribed. There is 
befides, another room, which being fituated dole 
to the neareft plane-tree, enjoys a conftant {hade 
and verdure : its fides are incrufted half-way with 
carved marble j and from thence to the ceiling a 

foliage 

* A part of the garden, fo called. See note f , p. 264* 
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foliage is painted with birds intermixed among 
the branches, which has an effeft altogether as 
agreeable as that of the carving: atthebafisof 
a litde fountain, playing thro* fevpral final] pipes 
into a vale, produces a moft pleafing murmur. 
From a corner of this portico you enter into a 
very fpacious chamber oppofite to the gran<d 
dining-room, which from fome of its windows 
has a view of the terrace, and from others of 
the meadow; as thofe in the front look upon 
a cafcade, which entertains at once both the 
eye and the car; for, the water dalhing from 
a great height, foams over the marble bafoh, 
that receives it below. This room is €x- 
tremely warm in winter, being much expofed 
to the fun; and in a cloudy day the heat of 
an adjoining ftove very well fupplies his abfencc. 
From hence you pals thro' a Ipacious and plea- 
fant undreffing-room into the cold-bath-room, in 
which is a large gloomy bath: but if you are dif- 
pofed to fwim more at large or in warmer water,' 
in the middle of the area is a wide bafon for 
that purpofe, and near it a refervoir from whence 
you may be fupplied with cold water to brace your- 
felf again, if you Ihould perceive you are too much 
relaxed by the warm. Contiguous to the cold- 
bath is another of a moderate degree of heat, 
which enjoys the kindly warmth of the fun, but 
R 3 not 
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not fo intenfely as that of the hot- bath, which 
projcfts farther. This laft confifts of three di- 
vifions, each of different degrees of heat : die 
two former lie entirely open to the fun ; the latter, 
tho* not fo much expofed to its rays, receives an 
equal fhare of its light. Over the undrefling- 
room is built the tennis-court, which by means of 
particular • circles, admits of different kinds of 
games. Not far from the baths, is the ft air- cafe 
leading to the inclofed portico, after you have 
firft paffed thro* three apartments : one of thefc 
looks upon the little area with the four plane* 
trees round it ; the other has a fight of the mea- 
dows i and from the third you have a view bf 
feveral vineyards: fo that they have as many dif- 
ferent profpefts as expofitions. At one end of 
the inclofed portico, and indeed taken off from 
it, is a chamber that looks upon the hippodrome, 
the vineyards, and the mountains; adjoining is a 
room which has a full expofure to the fun, efpeci- 
ally in winter* and from whence runs an apartment 

that 



* « Thcfe circles were probably no other than particular 
" marks made on the floor, the fuccefs of their play depend- 
" ir.g on the ball's lighting in fuch a circle after it had been 
* ft ruck, which was the adverfarics buJlnels to prevent ; a> d 
« the many forts of exercifes this room was made for, might 
'« be diverfified by lines or circles on the walls or floor; like 
•* the game of tennis, which tho' it takes up one entire room, 
" may ferve for (everal games of the like nature/' Camel's 
Remarks on Talcum* p. j jo. 
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that conne&s the hippodrome with the houfe: 
fuch is the form and afpedfc of the front. On 
the fide rifcs an inclofed fummer-portico which 
has not only a profpeft of' the vineyards, but 
feems almoft contiguous to them. From the 
middle of this portico you enter a dining- 
room cooled by the falutary breezes from 
the Apennine valleys ; from the windows 
in the back front, which are extremely large, 
there is a prolpedt of the vineyards ; as you 
have alfo another view of them from the fold- 
ing-doors thro* the fummer-portico. Along that 
fide of this dining-room where there are no win- 
dows, runs a private ftair-gafe for the greater 
conveniency of ferving at entertainments: at the 
farther end is a chamber from whence the eye 
is pleafed with a view of the vineyards, and 
(what is not lefs agreeable) of the portico. Un- 
derneath this room is ^n inclofed portico fome- 
what refembling a grotto, which enjoying in the 
midft of the fummer-heats its own natural cool- 
nefs^ neither admits nor wants the refrefhment of 
external breezes. After you have pafled both thefe 
porticos, at the end of the dining-room ftands a 
third, which, as the day is more or Ids advanced, 
ferves either for winte? or fummer ufe. It leads 
to two different apartments, one containing four 
chambers, the other threes each enjoying by turns 
R4 both 
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both fun and ftude. In the front of thcfc agree* 
able buildings lies a very fpacious hijjpodrome T t 
entirely open in tHe middle j by which mean die 
eye, upon your firft entrance, takes in its whole 
Extent at One glance. It is encompaffed on every 
fide with plane-trees covered with * ivy, fo that 
while their heads flourifh with their own foliage, 
their bodied enjoy a borrowed verdure ; and thus 
the ivy twining round the trunk and branches, 
fpreads from tree to tree, and conne&s them 
together. Between each plane -tree are planted 
box-trees, and behind thefe, bay- trees, which 
blend their fhade with that of the planes. 
This plantation, forming a (treight boundary 
on both fides of the hippodrome, bends at 
the farther end into a femi-circle, which being 
let round and flieitered with cyprefs-trees, va- 

ries 

f The Hippedromus, in its proper iignification, was a place 
among the Grecians, let apart for bode- racing and other 
exercifes of that kind. But it ft cms here to ue nothing more 
than a particular walk, to which Pliny perhaps gave that 
name, from its bearing fome refemblance in its form to the 
public peaces Co called. 

t - What the Hedera were, that deferved a place in a gar- 
" den, (lays Sir William TeMple in his EiTay on Gardening) 
** I cannot gueft, unlefs th^y had forts of ivy unknown to 
*' us." But it does nu ieem necefTary to have recourfe to 
that fuppofuion; for there are two forts among us, which are, 
very beautiful plants, the one called the filver-ftriped ivy, 
the other the ye. low variegated jvy. The former, perhaps, 
is zheptLnres lUrtJa * of Virgil, which epithet fome of the 
critics, noi attending to the different kinds of ivy, have in- 
judiciously changed for pal ant. s. 

• Georg. 4, 
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ries the profpeft, and cafts a deeper glooms 
while the inward circular walks (for there 
are feveral) enjoying an open exposure* are 
perfumed with rofes, and correft, by a very pleat- 
ing contraft, the coolnefs of the fhade with the 
warmth of the fun. Having palled thro* thefe fe- 
veral winding-alleys, you enter a h ftreight walk, 
which breaks out into" a variety of others* divided 
by box hedges. In one. place you have a little 
meadow ; in another the box is cut into a thoufand 
different l fortns ; fometimes into letters, expreffing 
the name of the matter ; fometimes that of the 
artificer j whilft here and there little obelifks rife 
intermixed alternately with fruit-trees : when on a 
fudden, in the midft of this elegant regularity, you 
^re furprized with an imitation of the negligent 
beauties of rural nature ; in the center of which 

lies 

J» Here feems to begin what we properly call the Garden* 
and is the only defcripuon of a Roman one, which ha* come- 
down to us. Virgil indeed mentions that of his Corycian 
friend's but he only gives an account of the plants which that 
contented old man cultivated* without describing the form in 
which this little fpot was laid out. 

- * It is very remarkable^ that this falfe tafte in gardening, fo 
juftly rejected by modern improvements in that agreeable art, 
was introduced among the Romans at a time, when tone would 
little expeft to meet with any inelegancies in the polite refine- 
ments of life. Marius,the friend of Julius Caefar, and peculiar 
favourite of Auguftus, (of whom there is (till extant a letter to 
Cicero, greatly admired for the beauty of its fentiments and 
cxprciiion) is laid to have fint taught his countrymen this 
monftrous method of diilorting nature, by cutting trees into 
regular forms. Columel. 1. \z. c. 44. 
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lies a fpot furrounded with a knot of dwarf k plane- 
trees. Beyond thefe is a walk planted with the 
fmooth and twining ' acanthus, where the trees 

are 

* The plane-tree was much cultivated among the Romans 
vpon account of its extraordinary lhade, and they ofed to 
nourifh it whh * wine inflead of water, believing (as an inge- 
nious author f obferves) •* This tree loved that liquor, as well 
* as thofe who uied to drink under its (hade." Virgil men- 
tions it as minifirantem — fotantibus umbras, Georg. ±. It 
waj a favourite tree likewife among the Grecians : 

Avlmc tfiov ykvxvi w>o{ nr© xX*1a»* £adppt/AA*» 

Me/cb.Idjl. • 

Give me beneath the plane-tree's (hade to lie,' 
. While tinkling fountains fweetly murmur by r 

1 It is probable the Acanthus here mentioned is not the fame 
plant with that defcribed above; it is certain at lea ft there 
were different forts of them. It feems to be of the kind which 
Virgil {peaks of in the 4th Georgic : 

Aut Jtad tacuifftm vtmt* Acanthi \ 

Whatever that was, which is by no means clear. The inge- 
nious Botaniil mentioned before, fuppof-s it to be Brauk-urjbu, 
and that Dryden was miftaken in tranflating this patfage ; 

—The winding Trail 
Of Bears- foot ■ ■ 

For, fays he, it is by no means a trailing plant. Bat there is 
reaion, it ihould feem, to believe the contrary ; for it is not 
very probable-, that Virgil ihould ufe the epithet FUxus in al- 
lufion, as this gentleman imagines, to the ftory of the tile and 
the baflte*, which gave the firft hint to the inventor of the Co- 
rinthian capital. It is much more likely and natural that, he 
Ihould join an epithet to Acanthus, which denoted a certain 
general quality attending it, than any foreign and accidental 
circumftance, efpecially one fo extremely remote. And this 
conjecture feems to be ftrongly fupported by Pliny's calling it 
FUxnofiu. 

* PJin. Hift. Nat. + Sir WiliUm Temple. 
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arc alfo cut into a variety 'of nimes and (hapes* 
At the upper end is an alcove of white marble, 
(haded with vines, fupported by four finall Cary- 
ftian ■ pillars. From this bench the water guihing 
thro* feveral little pipes, as if it were prefled out 
by the weight of the perfons who repofc them- 
fclves upon it, falls into a ftone ciftcrn under- 
neath, from whence it is received into a fine po- 
lifhed marble bafon, fo artfully contrived, that it 
is always full without ever overflowing. When I 
fup here, this bafon ferves for a table, the larger 
fort of diflies being placed round the margin, 
while the fmaller ones fwim about in the form of 
litde veffels and water-fowl. Correfponding to 
this, is a fountain which is inceflantly emptying 
and filling; for the water which it throws up a 
great height, felling back into it, is by means 
of two openings returned as faft as it is re- 
ceived. * Fronting the alcove (and which refledts 
as great an ornament to it, as it borrows from it) ' 
ftands a fummer-houfe of exquifite marble, thedoors 
whereof projeft and open into a green inclofure; as 
from its upper and lower windows the eye is 

pre* 

m This marble came from Caryftus (now called Carifb) in 
. Bubcea, an ifland in the Archipelago, which has fince changed 
its name into Negroponte. From hence like wife, it is iaid, 
the Romans fetched that famous ftone oat of which thej 
fpun a fort of incombuftible cloth, wherein they wrapped the 
bodies of their dead, and thereby preferved their awes dif- 
tincl and unmixed with thofe of the funeral pile. 
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prefented with a variety of different verdures. 
Next to this is a little private recefs (which tho* 
it feems diftinft, may be laid into the fame room) 
furnifhed with a couch; and notwithftanding it 
has windows on every fide, yet it enjoys a very 
agreeable gloominefs, by means of a fpreading 
vine which climbs to the top, and entirely over- 
fhades it. Here you may recline and fancy your- 
fclf in a wood ; with this difference only, that 
you are not expofed to the weather. In this place 
a fountain alfo rifes and inftantly difappears : in 
different quarters arc difpofed feveral marble-feats, 
-which ferves no lefs than the fummer-houfe, as fo 
many reliefs after one is wearied with walking. 
Near each feat is a little fountain; and through- 
out the whole hippodrome feveral fmall rills run 
murmuring along, wherefoever the hand of art 
thought proper to conduit them, watering here 
and there different (pots of verdure, and in their 
progrefs refrefhing the whole. 
. And now, 1 (hould not have hazarded the impu- 
tation of being tco minute in this detail, if I had 
not propofed to lead you into every corner of my 
houfe and gardens. You will hardly, I imagine, 
think it a trouble to read the defcription of a place, 
which I am perfuaded would pleafc you werc^you 
to fee it; efpecially as you have it in your power 
to ftop, and by throwing afide my letter, fit down 

as 
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as it were, and reft yourfelf as often as you think- 
proper. I had at the fame time a view to my own 
gratification: as I confefs I have a very great 
affedlion for this villa, which was chiefly built 
or finiftied by myfelf. In a word (for why fhould 
I conceal from my friend my fentiments whether 
right or wrong?) I look upon it as the firft 
duty of every writer frequently to throw his eyes 
upon his title-page, and to confider well the fub- 
jeft he has propofed to himfelfj and he may be 
affured if he precifely purfues his plan he cannot 
juftly be thought tedious ; whereas on the contrary, 
if he fuffers himfelf to wander from it, he will 
moft certainly incur that ccnfure. Homer, you , 
know, has employed many verfes in the defcrip- 
tion of the arms of Achilles, as Virgil alfo has in 
thofe of JEneas j yet neither of them are prolix, 
becaufe they each keep within the limits of their 
original defign. Aratus, you fee, is not deemed too 
circumftantial, tho' he traces and enumerates the 
minuteft ftars: for he does not go out of his way 
for that purpofe, he only follows where his fub- 
jeft leads him. In the fame manner (to com- 
pare fmall things with great) if endeavouring to 
give you an idea of my houfe, I have not de- 
viated into any article foreign to the purpofe, it 
is not my letter which defcribes, but my villa 
which is defcribed, that is to be confidered as large. 

But 
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But not to dwell any longer upon this digreflion, 
left I fhould myfelf be condemned by the maxim 
I have juft laid down; I have now informed 
you why I prefer my Tufcan villa, to thofc which 
I poffefs at • Tufculum, • Tiber, an4 * Pnenefte. 
Befides the advantages already mentioned, I here 
enjoy a more profound retirement, as I am at a 
farther diftance from the bulinefs of the town, and 
the interruption of troublefomc avocations. All is 
calm and compofed; circumftances which contri- 
bute, no lefs than its clear air and unclouded fky, 
to that health of body and chearfulnefs of mind which 
I particularly enjoy in this place ; both which I pre- 
ferve by the exercife of ftudy and hunting. Indeed 
there is no place which agrees better with all my 
family in general; I am fure, at lead, I have not 
yet loft one (and I fpeak it with the fentiments I 
Ought) of all thofe I brought with me hither: 
may the gods continue that happinefs to mt> and 
that honour to my villa I Farewel. 

• Now called Frafcati, • Tlvoli, f and Paleftrina, all of 
them fituated in the Campagna di Rma $ and at no great dif- 
tance from Rome. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. rtCAumros. 

IT is certain that the law does not allow a cor- 
porate city to inherit any eftate by will, or to 
receive a legacy. Saturninus however, who has 
appointed me his heir, had left a fourth part of 
his eftate to our corporation of Comum ; which 
devife he afterwards changed into an abfolute le- 
gacy of 400,000 a fefterces. This bequeft, in a 
legal view, is undoubtedly void -, but confidered 
as the clear and exprefs will of the deceafed, ought 
to (land firm and valid: a confideration in my 
opinion (tho* I am afraid the lawyers will not be 
pleafed with what I fay) of higher regard than 
any law whatfoever, efpecially when the intereft 
of one's native province is concerned. It would be 
extremely inconfiftent in me, who made them a 
prefent of eleven hundred thoufand b fefterces out 
of my own patrimony, to with- hold a benefadlion 
from them of little more than a third part of that 
fum, out of an eftate which is entirely adventiti- 
ous. You, who like a true citizen have the fame 
affeition for this our common municipal town, 
will join with me, I dare fay, in thefe fentiments* 
I wifh therefore you would, at the next aflem- 
bly of the Decurii, acquaint them, in a rdpeft- 

fill 

• About 3,2001. of oar money. 

* About M00L 
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ful manner/ Jiow the law ftands in this cafe, and 
at the fame time inform them that I fhall not 
take advantage of it, but will pay them the 
400,000 fefterces according to the dire&ions in 
the will of Saturninus. You will reprefent thia 
donation as bis prefent and bis liberality ; I only 
claim the merit of complying with his requeft. I 
forbear writing to the fcnate concerning this affair, 
fully relying upon yqur friendlhip and prudence, 
and being -aflured that you are both able and 
willing to a£t for me upon this occafion as I would 
for myfelfj befides, I am afraid I fhould not feem 
to have fo cautioufly guarded my expreffions in a 
letter, as you wi]l be able to do in a fpeech. 
The countenance, #fe gefture, and even the 
tone of voice governs and determines the fcnft 
of the fpeaker; whereas a letter being deftitutc 
of thefe advantages, is more liable to the malig- 
nant conftruftion of thole who are inclined tQ 
jTiifinterpret its meaning. Farew^l, 



LETTER VIII, JVCapito. 

"Vf OU are not Angular in the advice you give 

-■■ me to undertake the writing of hiftory: it 

is a work that has been frequently preffed upon 

jpc by feveral others of my friends, and in which \ 

have 
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have fome thoughts of engaging. Not becaufe I 
have any confidence of fucceeding in this ways 
(it would be.prsfuming upon the event of an ex- 
periment which I have never yet made) but be- 
caufe it is a nable employment to refcue from 
oblivion thofe who deferve to be eternally remem- 
bered; and by extending the reputation of others, 
to advance at the fame time our own. Nothing, I 
confefs, fo ftrongly ftimulates my bread as the de* 
fire of acquiring a lading name : a paffion highly 
worthy of the human heart, efpecially of bis, who 
not being confeious of any ill, is not afraid of being 
known to pofterity. It is the continual fubjeft 
therefore of my thoughts, 

* By what fair deed I too a name may raife z 
for to that I moderate my wifhes ; the reft, 

And gather round the world immortal prat/Z, 

is much beyond my hopes : 

b Vbo yet— However the former is fufficient; 
and the writing of Hiftory is perhaps the only means 

I may 

• Virgil Georg. i. fob. init. 

* Part of a verfc from the fifth <£nesd> where Meneftheas, 
one of the competitors in the naval games, who was in fome 
danger of being diftanced, exhorts his men to exert their at. 
moft vigour to preveat fach a difgrace. The reader, perhaps, 

Vol.I. S will 
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I may promife myfelf to acquire it. Oratory and 
Poetry unlefs carried to the higheft perfe&ion, are 
talents of fmall recommendation ; but Hiftory, in 
whatever manner executed, is always entertaining. 
Mankind are naturally inquifitive, and fo fond 
of having this turn gratified, that they will liften 
with attention to the plaineft matter of &8t, 
and the moft common t*le. But, befides, I 
have an example in my own family that inclines 
me to engage in a work of this kind ; my uncle 
and adoptive father c having acquired great repu- 
tation as a very accurate hiftorian : and the philo- 
fophers, you know, recommend it to us to tread 
in the fteps of our anceftors, when they have 
led the way to us in the right path. If you 
afle me then, \yhy do I not immediately enter 
upon the ta(k ? My reafon is this j I have plead- 
ed fome very important caufes, and (tho* I 

am 

will not be difpleafed to fee the whole paflage, as St is excel- 
lently translated by Mr. Pitt; which I am the more inclined 
to transcribe, not only as it will (hew the propriety of my 
author's application of the yerfe; but as 1 am glad of any 
opportunity of quoting from a poet whofe tranflatioci of the 
iEneid does honour to the Englifh language. 

No-jj, nonv, my friends t your utmojt fow'r difflay^ 

Rife to your oars, and f<wetf the <wat'ty way : 

Tbo* yet— but ah I let tbofe the palm obtain, 

Tbe/e iviom 4 ky favours crown, great monarch of tbt maim f 

But tojreturn the lags of all the day, 

Ob I wife, my friends* that Jbameful fain away. 

e See Bcok 3. Let. 5. 
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am not extremely fanguine in my hopes concern- 
ing them) I have determined to revife my fpeeches, 
left for want of this remaining labour, all the pains 
they coft me fhould be thrown away, and they 
with their author be buried in oblivion : for with 
refpeft to pofterity, the work that was neVcr 
finifhed, might as well have never been begun* 
You will think, perhaps, I might corredt my plead* 
ings and write a hiftory at the fame time: I wifli 
indeed, I were capable of executing that double 
labour at the fame time; but they are each fuch im- 
portant undertakings, that either of them feparate 
is abundantly fufficient for my powers. I was 
but nineteen when I firft appeared at the bar; 
and yet it is only now at laft I understand (and 
that in truth but imperfe&ly) what is effential 
to conftitute a complete orator. How then (hall 
I be able to fupport the joint- weight of an addi- 
tional burthen? It is true, hiftory and oratory 
have in many points a general refemblance; yet 
in thofe very articles in which they feem to 
agree, there are feveral circumftanccs wherein 
they differ. Narration is common to them both* 
but narration of a diftindt kind. The former con- 
tents itfelf frequendy with common and familiar 
fafts ; the latter requires fplendid, elevated, and 
extraordinary events: ftrength and finews are fuf- 
ficient in that> but beauty and ornament are eflen- 

S a tial 
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tial to ibis: the excellency of the one confifts in a 
ftrong, grave, and clofe ftile; of the other, in a dif- 
. fufive, flowing, and harmonious di&ion : in (hort, 
the words, the emphafis, and whole turn and ftruc- 
turc of the refpe&ivc periods are extremely differ- 
ent in thefe two arts. For, as Thucydides obferves, 
there is a wide diftance between compofitions which 
are calculated for Kprefent purpofe, and thofe which 
are deflgned to remain as lafting monuments to pos- 
terity ; by the firft of which expreflions he alludes 
to Oratory, and by the other to Hiftory. For thefe 
reafons I am not inclined to blend together two 
performances of fuch diftinft natures, which, as 
they are each of the higheft rank, neceflarily there* 
fore require an undivided attention; left, confound- 
cd by a crowd of incongruous ideas, I fhould intro- 
duce into the one what is only fuitable to the 
other. Therefore, (to fpeak in the language of 
our bar) I muft beg leave that the cauje may 
be adjourned. In the mean while, I refer it to 
your confideration from what period I (hall com* 
mence my hiftory. Shall I take it up from thofe 
remote ages which have been treated of alncady 
by others? In this way, indeed, the materials 
will be ready prepared to my hands, but the col- 
lating of the leveral hiftonans will be a work 
of great labour: or, ihaU I treat only of the 
prefent times, and in which no other author 
§ has 
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-has gone before me ? If lb, I may probably give 
oflence to many, and pleafe but few. For, in an • 
age fo over -run with vice, you will find infinitely 
more to condemn than approve j yet your praife, 
iho* ever fo lavifh, will be deemed too referved * 
and your cenfure, tho* ever fo cautious, too fevere. 
However, this docs not at all difcourage me ; for 
I want not refolution to bear teftimony to truth. 
I expeft then, that you prepare the way which 
you have pointed out to me, and determine' what . 
fubjedV I (hall fix upon for my hiftory ; that when 
I fhall be ready to enter upon the taflc you have 
affigned me, 1 may not be delayed by fome new 
difficulty. Fgrewel. 

LETTER IX, To Saturnine. 

~\T OUR letter made very different impref- 
-** fions upon me, as it brought me news 
which I both rejoiced and grieved to receive. It 
gave me pleafure when it informed me you were 
detained in Rome* and tho* you will tell me 
that circumftance affords you none, yet I can- 
not but rejoice at it, fince you afliire me you 
remain there upon my account, and defer the 
/ecital of your work till my return 1 for which 
I am greatly obliged to you. But I was much 
Concerned at that article of your tetter, which 

S 3 meo- 
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mentioned the dangerous illnefs of Julius Valens ; 
tho' indeed, with refpeft to himfelf it ought to 
affeft me with other fentiments, as it cannot but 
be for his advantage the fooner he is relieved bjr 
death from a diftemper, of which there is no 
hope he can ever be cured. But what you add 
concerning Avitus, who died in his return from 
the province where he had been Quaeftor, is 
an accident too juftly demanding our forrow. 
His dying on board a (hip, at a diftance from his 
brother whom he tenderly loved, and from his 
mother and fillers ; are circumftances, which tho* 
they cannot aflfeft him now, yet undoubtedly em- 
bittered his lafl: moments; and aggravate the af- 
fliftion of thofe friends he has left behind. How 
fevere js the reflexion, that a youth of his well- 
formed difpofition ftiould become extinft in the 
prime of life, and fnatched from thofe high honours 
to which his virtues, had they been permitted to 
grow to their full maturity, would certainly have 
raifed him 1 How did his bofom glow with the 
love of the fine arts ! How many volumes has he 
perufed ! How many trcatifes has he transcribed ! 
but the fruits of his labours are now perifhed with 
himfelf, and for ever loft to pofterity. — Yet why 
indulge my forrow ? a paffion which, if not re- 
trained, always magnifies the flighted circum- 
ftances, and fiqds additional caufes to aggravate our 

grief. 
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grief* I will put an end therefore to my letter, 
that I may to the tears which yours has drawn 
from me. FareweL 

LETTER X. ft Antoninus. 

I AM never more fenfible of the fuperiour ex- 
cellency of your verfes, than when I endea^ 
vour to imitate them. As the hand of the painter 
muft always fail, when perfedt beauty fits for the 
pi&urej fo I labour to catch the graces of my 
original, but dill fall fhort of them. Let me con- 
jure you then to continue to fupply us with many 
more filch excellent models, which every man 
muft wifh to imitate, but few, perhaps none, will 
ever be able to equal, FareweL 

L E T T E R XI. ft Tranquxllus. 

IT is time you fhould acquit the promife my 
verfes gave to our common friends, of your 
-works. The world is every day impatiently en- 
quiring after them ; and there is fome danger of 
your being fummoned in firm to give an account 
of your delay. I am myfclf a good deal back- 
ward in publifliing, but you are ftill (lower. 
You muft haften your hand, however; other* 
wife the feverity of my fatirc may perhaps extort 
from you, what the blandifhments of my fofier 

S 4 mule 
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mufc could not obtain. Your work k already 
arrived to that degree of perfection, that the file 
can only weaken, not polifh it. Allow mc then 
k the pleafure of feeing your name in the tide-page 
not a book, and fuffer the works of my dear Tran- 
quillus to be recited and tranferibed, to be bought 
and read. It is but fair, and agreeable to our mu- 
tual friendfhip, that you fhould give me in return 
the fame pleafure you receive from me. Far?wel- 

LETTER XII. To Fabatus \ 

YOUR letter informs me that you have 
ere&ed a noble b public portico, as a me- 
morial of yourfelf and your fon; and that the next 
day after the ceremony of' opening it, you en- 
gaged to repair and beautify the gates of our city 
at your own charge : thus it is that you rife from 

one 

• Grand-father to Calphnrnia, Pliny's wife. 

* Thcfe porticos, which were carried to an extreme degree 
of magnificence, ferved for various ufes ; fometimes for the 
affembly of the fenate, fometimes for ftands of the moftcoii- 
008 merchandize. But the general ufe they were put to was, 
the pleafure of walking in. them : like the prefent piazzas in 
Italy. [Fabrir. Defcrfpt. Rom. c. 13.] Here likewile works 
cf genius were publicly recited, and the philofophers held their 
difputations. The famous Pcecile Portico, or piclUfe gallery 
at Athens; moft have afforded the nobleft fcene of this kind 
imaginable to a lover of the imitative arts ; Polygnotus, Pa* 
naenus, and all the great matters of that elegant age, having 
contributed to-embelliih it with the fineft productions of their 
pencils. Vid. MeurHi. Ath. At.l. 1. c. 5. 
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one aft of munificence to another) I take 4 
part, in every thing that concerns your glory; 
which, from the alliance that fubfifts between 
us, in fome degree redounds to mines and am 
pleafed to fee the memory of my father-in-law 
delivered down to pofterity by fuch beautiful 
ftru&ures. I rejoice too, at the honour which, 
by this means refults to our native province : and as 
every thing that tends to her advantage is highly 
agreeable to me, by what hand foeven it may be 
conferred j fo particularly when it is by your*. I 
liave only to wilh that heaven may continue 
to cherifh in you this generous fpirit, and grant 
you many years in which to exert it : for, your 
bounty, I am well perfuaded, will not terminate 
here, but extend itfelf to farther afts of munificence* 
Generofity, when once (he is fet forward, knows 
not how to flop; and the more familiar we are 
with the lovely form, the more enamoured we be* 
come of her charms, Farewel. 

LETTER XIII. To ScAtnurs. 

HAving thoughts of publishing a little fpeeeh 
which I have compofed, I invited fome of 
jpfty friends whofe judgments I refpeft, to attend 
the recital; and tfct 1 might be more , fecure of 

hearing 
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hearing the truth of their fentiments, I felefted 
only a fmall number. I have a double view in 
thefe rehearfals ; the firft is, that the folicitude of 
being approved by the audience may excite my 
attention ; the next, that thofe errors which par- 
tiality to myfelf concealed from my own obfcr- 
vation, may be pointed (mt to me. I fucceeded in 
my defign, and my friends obliged me with their 
fincere opinions ; as I likewife difcovered in my 
turn fome pafiages which' required ccrre&ion. I 
fend you the piece therefore as it is now altered. 
The occafion of my compofing it will appear from 
the tide, and for the reft I refer you to the fpeech j 
which I hope you will perufe fo carefuUy, as not 
to ftand in need of a preface, I intreat you to 
tell me fincerely your fentiments of the whole, and 
of its feveral parts : I (hall be more difpofed to 
fupprefs or publilh it, as your judgment (hall in* 
c4kie either way. Farewd. 



LETTER XIV- To Valerianic, 

'yf O U defire me to inform you (agreeably * to 
% «* my promife) what fuccefs attended Nepos 
in his acculation of Tufcillinus Nominatus. The 

latter 

* See letter the 4th of this book . 
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latter being brought before the fenate, pleaded his 
own caufe, tho* indeed no perfon appeared to fup- 
port the accufation. On the contrary, the deputies 
from the Vicentini were fo far from attempting to 
prove their charge, that they favoured his defence. 
The fum of what he urged in his own behalf was; 
** That it was his courage and not his integrity 
" had failed him; that he let-out with a dcfiga 
u of pleading the caufe, and actually came in* 
u to the fenate for that purpofe, but being difc 
€€ couraged by his friends, he withdrew} that they 
u difluaded him from perfifting to oppofe (efpc- 
£€ cially in the fenate) the inclinations of a 
" fenator, who did not contend fo much for 

* the fair itfelf, as for his own credit and cha- 
4€ rafter, which he looked upon as concerned in 
" this caufe ; that if you fliould not defift, he would 

* fuffer greater indignities than in his former 
€€ pleading/' (And there were fomc, tho' indeed 
but a few, who exprefled high indignation at his 
Ipeech.) He proceeded to implore the clemency 
of the fenate with tears in his eyes* prudently 
endeavouring throughout his whole fpeech (as he 
is a man extremely well verfed in the arts of ora- 
tory) to appear rather to fue for pardon than forjuf- 
tice. Afranius Dexter, the confuleleft, moved for 
acquitting him ; and the purport of his fpeeck 

was 
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was to this effe&j " That Nominatus would 
** have a&ed more prudently if he had gone 
<c thro* the caufe of the Vicfntini with the fame 
" refolution he began it: however, fince it did 
€< not appear he had been guilty of this negle& 
€€ with any fraudulent defign, and that he had not 
cc been convifted of any thing which merited 
c< public animadverfion, it was his opinion he 
.< c ought to be acquitted, but that he fhould re- 
, u turn to the Vicentini whatever gratuity he had 
fC received from them/' This motion was ap- 
proved by the whole fenate except Flavius Aper: 
his opinion was, rhat he fhould be fufpended 
from exercifmg the profeflion of an advocate 
.during five years: and altho' he could not prevail 
with any member to adopt his fentiments, he 
obftinately perfifted in them. He even compelled 
Dexter, who fpokc firft on the oppofite fide, to 
take an oath that he really thought the motion a he 
had made was for the benefit of the republic; 
agreeably to a kw which he produced concern- 
ing the affembling of the fenate \ But this, not- 
withstanding it was certainly legal, was oppofed by 
fome, who thought it a refledion upon Dexter, as if 

he 

* Dexter, 

* The law ^lloded fo is not now to be found Inttre in any 
Roman writer, but it appears from certain (battered paiTages, 
xn different «ntient authors, to have contained, among other 
dueftions, the article mentioned in the text. 
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he had been unduly influenced in his opinion. But 
before the votes of the houfe were colle&ed, Nigri- 
nus, a tribune of the people, read a very elegant and 
fenfible remonftrance, wherein he ftrongly com- 
plained that the profeflion of the law was become 
venal, and that the advocates took moneys even to 
betray the caufe of their clients; that they made a 
fhameful trade of their fun&ion; and that inftead 
of honour, which was formerly their only reward* 
they now lived upon the fpoils of their fellow- 
citizens, from whom they received large and an- 
nual ftipends. He gave the fenate a fummary ac- 
count of the laws which had been made upon 
this fubjeft, and reminded them Kkewife of then* 
own decrees to the feme purpofe: he conclu-a 
ded with obferving, that fince both the autho- 
rity of the laws and of the fenate had been con- 
temned, it was highly neceffary to addrefs the em- 
peror that he would be pleafed himfelf to inter- 
pofe, and provide fome remedy to fo great an cvih 
Accordingly a few days after, an edift was pub- 
lifhed, drawn up with a proper mixture of mild- 
nefe and feverity: for which I refer you to the 
journals of the public b . I cannot but congratu- 
late myfelf upon this occafion, that in all the 
caufes in which I have been concerned, I never 

made 

k Sec B. 7. let 33. note 9 . 
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made any bargain, or received any fee, reward, or 
even prtfent whatfoever. One ought no doubt, 
to avoid whatever is mean and -unworthy, not fo 
much becaufe it is illegal, as becaufe it is di(ho- 
nourable. But ftill there is great fatisfadion in find- 
ing the legislature levelling its prohibitions againft 
a pra&ice, which one never fuffered one's felf to 
follow. The glory of my conduft may, or rather 
indeed moft certainly will, be conGderably eclipfed, 
when this reftraint fhall univerfally prevail by 
compulfion, which I always laid upon myfelf by 
choice. In the mean time, however, I enjoy the 
. pleafure of my friends jefts, while fome tell me I 
certainly forefaw this edift; and others, that it 
was particularly levelled againft my avarice and 
extortion. Farewel. 



LETTER XV. Ho Pontius. 

I Was at Comum when I heard that Cornutus 
Tertullus had accepted the furveyorlhip a of the 
JEmilian way. This news was inexpreffibly agreea- 
ble 

* This was an office of great dignity among the Romans* 
and ufaally conferred upon thofe who had been confuls. 
Thus Csiaris mentioned by Plutarch as furvcyorofthe Appian 
way. Thefe roads extended to a great diftance from the city 
on all fides, the moft noble of which was the Appian, computed 
Xo reach three hundred and fifty miles. Mr. Wright in his 
'travels fptaking of this road, obiexves, that " tho' it be mock 

•* broken. 
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ble to me* both upon his account and my own ; 
upon bis, becaufc thb* ambition fhould be (as it 
certainly h) far removed from his heart, yet it can- 
not but be acceptable to him to receive fo great 
an honour without feeking it; upon mine, becaufe 
it heightens the fatisfadtion which refults from my 
own office, to fee a man of fo diftinguilhed a 
character as Cornutus appointed to one of the 
fame b nature : for, to be placed in the fame 
rank with the worthy, is an honour equal to an 
encreafe of dignities. And where indeed is the 
man who exceeds Cornutus in merit and vir- 
tue ? Or whofe conduft is a more exprefs model 
of ancient manners ? In faying this, I do not found 
my judgment upon fame j which however, with 
great juftice, fpeaks pf him in the higheft . terms ; 
but upon long and repeated experience. We have 
ever been joined in the fame friendfhips with the 
moft fhining characters of both fexes, which this 
age has produced : an union that ftrongly cemented 
our mutual amity. To thefe private ties were 
added thofe of a more public nature: he was 

my 

* broken in fcveral places, and travelling over it very bad, in 
** others it is wonderfully well preferved, notwithitanding it 
*' be computed near two thoufand years old. They are paved 
*• with fuch hard ftones, that they are rather polifhed than 
" worn, and fo well joined, that in fome places the whoU 
" breadth of the way feems one intire piece." 

k It appears by fome ancient inferiptions flill remaining, 
that Pliny was furveyor of the river Tiber and its banks ; to 
which office it is probable he here alludes. 
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try colleague in the treafury, as well as in 
the confulfliip : and in both inftances I could not 
have a&ed with a man more agreeable to my 
wifhes. Thefe were opportunities of gaining a 
thorough knowledge of his uncommon virtues: I 
followed him therefore as a guide, and revered him 
as a parent, not fo much upon account of his 
age as his merit. Accordingly, I rejoice no left 
for my own fake than for his, and upon a public 
as well as a private confideration ; fince virtue 
is no longer as formerly e , cxpofed to the moft 
cruel dangers, but advanced to the noble ft dig- 
nities. But if I were to indulge the joyous fcn^ 
timents I feel upon this occafion, I fhould ne- 
ver have finilhed my letter. Let me turn then 
to an account of what I was doing when your 
meflenger arrived. He found me with my wife's 
grandfather and aunt, together with feveral other 
friends, whofe company I had not enjoyed for 
a confiderable time : I was traverfing my grounds, 
hearing the complaints of the farmers, running 
over their tedious accounts, aqd had before me 
papers and letters far different from thofe to 
which my inclination early devoted me: in a 
word, 1 was preparing to return to Rome. For 
I have obtained but a fhort leave of abfence; 
and indeed the news of this office being con- 
ferred on Cornutusj reminds me to haftcn to 

the 
c AJluding to the times ©f Nero and Dooutufi, 
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the duties of my own. I hope your favourite 
Campania will refign you about the fame time ; fo 
that when I return to Rome, not a day may be loft 
to our focial intercourfe. Farewel. 

LETTER XVL To Marcellin vs. 

I W ELITE to you, imprefied with the deepeft 
forrow: the youngeft daughter of my intimate 
friend Fundanus is dead ! Never furely was there a 
more agreeable and more amiable young perfon, or 
one who better deferved to have enjoyed a long, I 
had almoft faid, an immortal life ! She was fcarce- 
ly fourteen, and yet united the wifdom of age and 
difcretion of a matron, with the fprightlinefs of 
youth, and fweetnefs of virgin modefty. With what 
an endearing fondnefs did fhe hang on her father's 
neck ! How kindly and relpfc&fully behave to us 
his friends ! How affe&ionately treat all thofe who, 
in their refpe&ive offices, had the care of her edu- 
cation ! She employed much of her time in ftudy 
and reading; indulged herfelf in few diverfions, 
and entered even into thofe with Angular caution 
and referve. With what forbearance, with what 
patience, with what fortitude did Ihe endure her 
laft illnefs ! She complied with all the direftions of 
her phyficians \ encouraged the hopes of her fifter, 
Vo*. I. T and 
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and her father \ and when her ftrcngth was totally 
exhaufted, fupported her fpirits by the fole force 
of her own mind. The vigour of her mind 
indeed, continued even to her laft moments, 
unbroken by the pain of a long illnefs, or the 
terrors of approaching death : a reflection which 
renders the lofs of her fo much the more; fen- 
fibly to be lamented by us. It is a lofs in- 
finitely indeed fevere! and aggravated by the 
particular conjuncture in which it happened ! She 
was contracted to a moft worthy youth; the 
wedding day was fixed, and we were all invited. 
How fad a change from the higheft joy, to the deep- 
eft forrow ! How (hall I exprefs the wound that 
pierced my heart, when I heard Fundanus him- 
felf (as grief is ever fond of dwelling upon every 
circumftance to increafe the affliction) ordering the 
money he had defigned to lay out upon cloaths and 
jewels for her marriage, to be employed in myrrh 
and fpices for her funeral ? He is a man of great 
good fenfe and accomplifhments, having applied 
himfelf, from his earlieft youth, to the nobleft 
arts and fciences 5 but all the maxims of fortitude 
and philofophy which he has derived from books, 
or delivered by his own precepts, he now abfolute- 
ly rejeCts ; and every firmer virtue of his heart 
gives place to paternal tendemefs. You will ex- 
• cufc, you will even approve his grie£ when yoa 
confider what a lofs he has fuftaincd \ He has loft 
x a daughter 
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& daughter who refembled him in his manners, as 
well as his perfon, and exa&ly copied out all her 
father. If you fhould think proper to write to him 
upon the fubjed of a calamity fo juftly to be de- 
plored, let me remind you not to v»rge feverer 
arguments of confolation, which-ieem to carry a 
fort of reproof with them, but to ufe thofe only of a 
gentle and fympathizing humanity. Time will 
render him more open to the di&ates of reafon : 
for, as a recent wound fkrinks from the hand of 
the furgeon, but gradually fubmits to, and even 
requires the means of cure; fo a mind under 
the firft impreflion of a misfortune fhuns and re- 
jects all the perfuafions of reafon, but at length, 
if applied- with tendernefs, calmly and willingly 
refigns idelf to confolation. FareweL 

1 LETTER XVIL Xo S*urinna. 

KNowing, as I do, how much you admire 
the polite arts, and what fatisfa&ion you 
take in feeing young men of quality purfue the 
fteps of their anceftors, I feize this earlieft oppor* 
tunity of informing you, that 1 went, to-day to 
hear Calpurnius Pifo read an elegant and fpirited 
poem he has compofed, entitled the Sports of Love. 
His numbers, which were elegiac, were tender, 
fweet, and flowing, atf the fame time that they 
T 2 occafionalty 
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occasionally rofe into all the fublimity of di&ion 
which the nature of his fubjeft required. He varied 
his ftile from the lofty to the fimple, from the clofe 
to the copious, from the- grave to the florid, with 
equal genius and judgment. Thefe beauties were 
much improved and recommended by a moft 
harmonious voice 5 which a very becoming mo- 
defty rendered flill more plcafing. A confufion and 
concern in the countenance of a fpeaker cafts a 
grace upon all he utters ; for, there is a certain de- 
cent timidity which, I know not how, is infinite- 
ly more engaging than the affured and felf-fuffi- 
cient air of- confidence. I might mention feve- 
ral other circumftances to his advantage, and am 
the more inclined to point them out, as they arc 
exceedingly ftriking in a perfon of his age, and are 
moft uncommon in a youth of his quality": but not 
to enter into a farther detail of his merit, I will only 
add, that when he had finifhed his poem, I 
embraced him with the utmoft complacency j and 
being perfuaded that* nothing is a greater encou- 
ragement than applaufe, 1 exhorted him to perfe- 
vere in the paths he had entered, and to fhine out 
to pofterity with the fame glorious luttre, which 
was refle&ed upon him from his anceftors. I con- 
gratulated his excellent mother, and particularly his 
brother, who gained as much honour by the generous 
affr&ion he difcovered upon this cccafion as Calpur- 

nius 
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nius'did by his eloquence j fo remarkable a folici- 
tude he lhowed for him when he began to recite 
his poem, and fo much pleafure in his fuccefs. 
May the gods grant me frequently to have it 
in my power to fend you accounts of this nature ! 
for I have a partiality to the age in which I live, % 
and fhould rejoice to find it not barren of merit. 
I ardently wifh, therefore, our young men of qua- 
lity woyld have fomething elfe to (hew of honour- 
able memorial in their houfes than the a images of 
their anceftors. As for thofe which are placed in the 
manfibn of thefe excellent youths ; I figure them to 
myfelf as fijently applauding and encouraging their 
purfuits, and (what is a fuflicient glory to both the 
brothers) as recognizing their kindred. Farewel. 



LETTER XV11I. To Macer. 

AL L is well with me, fince it is fo with you. 
You are happy, I find, in the company of 
your wife and fon; and are enjoying the pleafures 
of the fea, the frefhnefs of the fountains, the ver- 
dure of the fields, and the elegancies of a moft 
T 3 agreeable 

a None *had the right of uling family pitturcs or ftatues, 
but thofe whofe anceftors or themfelves had borne fome of 
the higheft dignities. So that the jus imaginis was much ~ 
the fame thing among the Romans, as the right tf bearing 
a coat pf arms among us. Ken. aniiq. 
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agreeable villa: for fo I judge it to be, fincc * 
' He who was perfectly happy ere fortune had raifed 
him to what is generally efteemed the higheft point 
of human felicity, chofe it for the place of his re- 
tirement. As for myfelS I am employed at my 
Tufcan villa in hunting and ftudying, fometimes 
alternately, and fometimes both together b ; but I 
am not yet able to determine in which of thofc 
purfuits it is moft difficult to fuccced, Farewel. 

LETTER XIX. ft Fauunus. 

AS I know the humanity with which you treat 
your own fervants, I do not fcruple to con- 
fels to you the indulgence I fhew to mine. I have 
ever in my mind Homer's e charafter of Ulyflcs, 

Whojwatfd his people with a father's lave: 

And the very expreflion d in our language for the 
head of & family, fuggefts the rule of one's condudfc 
towards it. But were I naturally of a rough and 
hardened call of temper, the ill ftate of health of 

my 

* It is fuppofed by fome commentators, that Pliny all odes 
here to Nerya, who being fufpe&ed by Domitian, was ordered 
by that emperor to retire to Tarentum, where without any 
views of reigning, he quietly fet down in the enjoyment of a 
private life. 

* See B. i. let. 6. and the note there. 
e Odyff. 1. 5. n. 

d The Latin word for a mailer of a family, implies ^ 
fatbfrof a family. 
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my freedman Zofimus (who has the ftronger 
claim to a humane treatment at my hands, as 
he now ftands much in need of it) would be 
fufficient to foften me. He is a perfon of great 
worth, diligent in his fervices, and well (killed 
in literature ; but his chief talent, and indeed his 
diftinguiftiing qualification, is that of a comedian, 
wherein he highly excels. He pronounces with 
great judgment, propriety, and gracefulnds : he 
has a very good hand too upon the lyre, and per- 
forms with more (kill than is neceflary for one of 
his profeffion. To this I rrtuft add, he reads hif- 
tory, oratory, and poetry, as pcrfedly well as if it 
had been the fole objed of his ftudy. I am the , 
more particular in enumerating his qualifications, 
that you may fee how many agreeable fervices I 
receive from him. He is indeed endeared to mc 
by the ties of a long affeftion, which is height- 
ened by the danger he is now in. For, nature has 
fo formed our hearts, that nothing contributes 
more to enflame our paflion for any enjoyment, 
than the apprehenfion of being deprived ojf it : 
a fentiment which Zofimus has given me occa- 
fion to experience more than once. Some years 
ago, he drained his lungs (b much by too vehe- 
ment an exertion of his voice, that he fpit blood; 
upon which: account I fent him into c Egypt ; 

T 4 from 

* The Roman phyficians ufed to fend their patients in con- 
fiimptive cafes into Egypt, particularly to Alexandria* 
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from whence, after a long abfence, he lately re* 
turned with great benefit to his health. But hav- 
ing again exerted himfelf for feveral days toge- 
ther beyond his ftrength, he was reminded of his 
former malady, by a -flight return of his cough, and 
a fpitting of blood. For this reafon I intend to 
fend him to your farm at d Forum-Julii, having 
frequently heard yoti mention it as an exceeding 
fine air, and recommend the milk of that place 
as very falutary in diforders of this nature. I beg 
you would give directions to your people to re- 
ceive him into your houfe, and to fupply him 
with what he (hall have occafion for : which will 
not |be much s for, he is fo temperate as not only 
to abftain from delicacies, but even to deny him- 
felf the neceffaries his ill ftate of health requires. 
I fhall furnifh him towards his journey with what- 
ever will be fufficieirt for one of his abftemious 
turn, who is coming under your roof, Farcwel, 



BETTER XX. r*URsus. 

SOON after the Bithynians had finished 
their profecution of Julius Baffus, they alfo 
impeached their late governour Rufus Varenus; 

whQ 

* Frcjus in Prgycnce, the fouthefn part of France, 
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who had beert juft before, (and that too at their own 
requeft) appointed counfel for them againft BafTus* 
Being introduced into the fenate, they petitioned, 
that an enquiry .might be made Into his condudt. 
Varenus, on the other hand, begged, that all pro- 
ceedings might be ftayed till he could fend for the 
witnefles neceflary to his defence : but this be- 
ing oppofed by the Bythinians, that point was de- 
bated. I was counfel (and no unfuccefsfiil one) 
for Varenus ; but whether a truely able advocate or 
not, you will judge when you read my (peech. For^ 
tune has a very confiderable lharc in the event 
of every caufe: the fagacity, the voice, the man- 
ner pf the orator, even the circumftance of time 
itfelf } in a word, the general difpofition of the fe- 
nate, as ic is either favourable or adverfe to the 
accufed, all confpire to influence the decifion. But 
when a fpeech is read in the clofet, it is (tripped 
of all thefe external circumftances, and has no- 
thing to fear or hope from favour or prejudice, 
from lucky or unlucky accidents, Fonteius 
Magius one of the Bythynians, replied to mc 
with great pomp of words, and very little to 
the purpofe: a character applicable to many of 
the Greek orators, as well as to himfelf. They 
jniftake volubility for copioufhefs, and thus over- 
whelm you with an endlefs torrent of cold 

*n4 
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and unaffe&ing periods*. Julius Candidus ufed, 
very juftly, to fay, eloquence is one thing, and 
loquacity another. Eloquence indeed is the talent 
of very few; or rather, if we believe Mar- 
cus Antonius, of none f : but that faculty which 
Candidus called loquacity, is common to numbers, 
and generally attends impudence. The next day 
Homulus fpoke in defence of Varenus with great 
art, ftrength, and elegance; to whom Nigrinus 
made a very concife, but pertinent, and graceful 
reply. It was the opinion of Acilius Rufus, 
the conful eledt, that the Bithynians fhould be 
permitted to prefent their information; but he 

took 

* This vcrbofe and turgid flile, which Pliny here condemns, 
the elegant Petronius likewife mentions with equal contempts 
and reprefents it as having firft began to infect the purity of 
A trie eloquence, about this time. This falfe {pedes of oratory 
fpread to A thens from Ada, where the fwelling and highly 
figurative Hi le has prevailed, from the earlieft accounts we have 
of thofe people, to this day. Vid. Petron. fatir. fub init. 

f The great mailers among the ancients, in eloquence, as well 
as thofe in all other of the fine arts, heated their imaginations 
with a certain ideal perfection, which as they could not explain 
in what it con filled, fo neither, they owned, could they reach 
in their refpcdive works. But however national this fupreme 
beauty, this to *rptwo> and decorum, as it was called* might be, 
yet it was productive of very real and fubftantial excellencies; 
and while the geniufes of the fevesal artifts were ftretching 
»rter this flying form, they reached thofe glorious productions 
that have been the admired models to all fucceeding ages. 
Agreeably to this high enthufiafm, Marcus Antonius, who 
bears a part in Tully 's dialogue intitled The Oratory fays, that 
" in his earlier years he publiihed a treacife upon that iubjecl, 
f* wherein he afferted, that tho* he had known fomc few in- 

'• deed, 
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took no notice of the petition of Varenus -, which 
was only another way of putting his negative upon 
it. 'Cornelius Prifcus, formerly conful, declared 
that he thought the requeft of both parties fhould 
be granted: and his opinion prevailed. Thus 
we gained our point; and tho' we had not the 
authority either of law or ufage on our fide, yet 
certainly the thing we infifted upon was perfe&ly 
equitable. But I will not in this place anticipate 
rny reafons for thinking fo, that you may be 
more impatient turn to my fpeech. For if it be 
frue, as Homer fings, that 

— Novel 



f deed, who deferved to be called orators, in the popular fenfe 
'< of that word, yet he had met with none who had ever ar- 
" rived at true eloquence." (Vid. Tull. de orat. lib. I.) and to 
that treatife, Pliny, it is probable, here alludes. «• All the 
4 « fciences indeed (as a very ingenious author obferves) have 
" their particular chimeras ; certain fancied points after 
" which they run, without ever being able to overtake, but 
" which lead, however, to very folid acquifitions. Thus (fays 
•« that writer) chemiftry has its philofopher's ftone ; geometry 
'< its quadrature of the circle; aftronomy its longitude; me- 
" chanics its perpetual motion : thefe, tho' it is impofiible 
u to find, it is ufeful to enquire after. Morality too is not 
" without her chimeras; pure difiotereflednefs and perfect 
" friendfhip are of that fort : none will ever arrive at them ; 
" neverthelefs, it is proper to have them in view, at leaft by 
*' that means feveral other virtues- may be acquired. It is 
" neceflary in all things to propofe to ourfelves a certain point 
" of perfection beyond our abilities to peach ; for, we mould 
" never iet out if we thought of arriving no farther than we 
f (hall in fail: it is expedient therefore, to have fome imagi- 
" nary term in aim, in order to forward and animate oar pur- 
f wits." Font entile dial, its morn. 
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■ Novel lays attralt our ravifb'd ears ; 
But old, the mind with inattention bears*: 

I will not fuffer the intemperate loquacity of my 
letter to defpoil my fpeech of its principal flower, 
by depriving it of that novelty which is indeed its 
chief recommendation. Fare weh 



LETTER XXL To Rufus. 

I Went into the Julian a court to attend a caufe 
in which at the next fitting I was to reply. 
The judges had taken their feats, the b Decemviri 
were arrived, the eyes of the audience were fixed 
upon the counfel, and all was hufhed in filenceand 
expe&ation, when an order arrived from the 
Praetor, that the court fhould be adjourned : a cir- 
cumftance extremely agreeable to me, who am ne- 
ver fo well prepared, but that I am glad of gaining 
farther time. The occafion of the court's rifing 
thus abruptly, was an edidfc of Nepos, the Praetor 
for criminal caufes, wherein he ordered all per- 
fons concerned as plaintiffs or defendants in any 

caufe 



« Pope. 

• A court of juftice. 

* The Decemviri feem to have been magiilrates for the 
adminiftration of juftice, fubordinate to the Prxtors, who (to 
give the EngliJh reader a general notion of their office) may 
be termed lords chief ju dices, as the judges here mentioned 
were fomewhat in the nature of our juries. 
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caufe before him, to take notice, that he defrgned 
ftri&ly to put in force the decree of the fenate 
annexed to his edift. This decree was exprefled 
in the following words: All persons who- 
soever, THAT HAVE ANY LAW-SUITS DEPEND- 
ING,. ARE HEREBY REHIRED AND COMMANDED, 
BEFORE ANY PROCEEDINGS BE HAD THEREON, 
TO TAKE AN OATH THAT THEY HAVE NOT GIVEN, 
PROMISED, OR ENGAGED TO GIVE, ANY FEE OR 
REWARD TO ANY ADVOCATE UPON ACCOUNT OF 
HIS UNDERTAKING THEIR CAUSE, In thefe terms, 

and many others equally full and exprefs, the 
. lawyers are prohibited to make their profeffioa 
venal. However, after the caufe fhall be decided, 
they are permitted to accept a gratuity of ten 
thoufand fefterces c . The Praetor for civil caufes, 
being alarmed at the unexpected edidt of Nepos, 
gave us this welcpme relaxation, in order to take 
time to confider whether he Ihould follow the ex- 
ample. In the mean while, the town is much di- 
vided in its fentiments of this injunftion, fome ex- 
tremely approving, and others as much condemn- 
ing it. We have gotten it feems at lafi (fay the latter 
with a fneer) a redrejfor ofabufes. But pray, was 
there never any Prator before this man ? and what 
are His pretenfions thus forwardly to Jet up for a re- 
former ? Others, on the contrary, fay, that he has 

taken 

* About 80 1. of oar money. 
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taken a very proper meafure upon entering into 
his office i that he has paid obedience to the laws j 
confiilered the decrees of the fenate ; fuppreffed a 
moft indecent traffic; and will not fuffer the moft 
honourable of all profefiions to be debated into a 
fordid commerce of lucre. Thefe are the dif- 
ferent refleftions which are thrown out upon 
this occafion ; but which fide fttell be thought to 
judge moft righdy, the refult alone will determine. 
It is the ufual cuftom of the world, (tho* a very 
unequitable rule of eftimation,) to pronounce an 
a&ion to be either right or wrong, as it is attended 
with good or ill fuccefs: and accordingly, you 
fhall hear the very fame conduft attributed to zeal 
or folly, to liberty, or licentioufnefs, as the event 
happens to prove. FareweL 
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LETTER I. 7* Tyro. 

I Was lefs fenfible of your abfence while you 
were in the country of die Piceni a , and I on 
the other fide the Po b , than I find myfelf now 
that I am returned to Rome. Whether it be 
tjiat the fcene where we ufed to meet, naturally 
excites a more pafiionate remembrance of youj 
or that the lefs diftant we are from a friend, 
the more impatient we feel under the reparation, 
(our dcfires for a favourite objeft rifing in propor- 
tion 

* The marqnifate of Ancona. 
k At Comom. 
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tion to our nearer approach towards it;) I know 
not. But upon whatever principle this difference 
is to be ^accounted for, remove the uneafinefs of 
it, I intreat you, by haftening hither: otherwifc 
I ftiall return again into the country which I too 
haftily left, were it only to make the experiment 
whether, when you fhall not find me at Rome, 
you will fend the fame affe&ionate regrets after 
me as I have expreffed refpe&ing jw* in this letter* 
Farewel* 



LETTER II. r*A*MANus. 

I Will not fay I lament the death of Regulus* 
but I confefs, I fometimes mils him at the 
bar* The man, it muft be owned, held the ftudy 
of eloquence in high honour, and was indefatigable 
in his'endeavours to become an orator. If, indeed, 
he could never leave off the ridiculous cuftom of 
anointing his right or left eye, a and wearing a 
white patch over one fide or the other of his fore- 
head, as he was to plead either for the plaintiff 
or defendant; if he always, with a moft fooliih 
fuperftition, confultcd the footh-fayers upon the 
event of every caufe in which he was concerned; 
ftill all thefe abfurdities proceeded from his 

profound 

^ • This filly piece of fuperftition feems to have been pecu- 
liar to Regulus, and not of any general pra&ce* 
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profound veneration of eloquence. It was ex- 
trertnely convenient to be concerned in the fame 
caufe with him, as he always petitioned the court 
that his pleadings, and *hofe of the advocates joined 
with him, might not be limited in point of time ; 
and alfo as he never failed to procure an audience: 
for, what could be more defirable than, under the 
protection of an invidious requeft which you did 
■not make yourfeifj and before an audience too 
which you had not the trouble of collecting *, to 
harangue without interruption, and as long as you 
thought proper ? Neverthelefs Regulus did well to 
depart, tho' indeed he would have done much bet- 
ter had he made his exit fooner; fince he might 
now, in the reign of a prince under whom he 
would have no opportunity of effl&mj; Iris ma- 
levolent purpofes, have continued to live on, 
without having it any longer in his power to be 
a public mifchief. I need not fcruple therefore, I 
think, to fay I fometimes feel the lofs of this man: 
for, fince his death, the cuftom has prevailed of 
not allowing, nor indeed of aflcing, more than 
an hour or two to plead, and fometimes not 
above half that time. The truth is, our ad- 
vocates take more pleafure in finifliing a caufe, 
than in defending it* and our judges had rather 
rife from the bench than fit upon it: fuch is 

their 

* This feems to allude to a cuftom which the umhor repre- 
hends B. 41. let. 14. pp. too, 101. 

Vol. I. U 
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their indolence, and fuch their difregard to the 
honour of eloquence and the intereft of jufticc t 
But are we toifer than our anceftors? are we more 
equitable than the laws,* which grant fo many 
hours and" days, "ahd adjournments, to a caufe ? 
were our fcre-f&hers ffow of appr#henfion, and 
dull beyond meafure? and are we iri6re perfprcuous' 
in our oratory, more quick ih our conceptions, or 
mort fcrupulous ih our decifions, becaufe we 
difpatch our caufes- in fe^er hours than they took 
days to consider them ? What a reproach is ity 
Regulus r that none could refufe to the importunity 
of thy vaitr-gloriotis felicitations, *hat few witf 
yield even to the duty of their office ! As for irtyfelfc 
whenever I fit upon the bench,* (which is much 
oftner than I appear at the bar) I always give 
the advocates as mticli. time as they dtffire: for, 
I look upon it a* highly prefuming, to pretend 
to guefs before a caufe is heard, what time the 
difcuffion will require, and to fet» limits to the 
examination of a queftion before one is ac- 
quainted with its full extent j efpecially as the 
firft and moft facred % duty of a judge is ^pa^ 
tience, which indeed is itfelf a very confiderable 
part of juftice. But, this, lis objefted, would 
give an opening to much impertinent fuperfluity : 
I grant it may; yet is it not better to hear too 
much> than not to hear enough? Betides* how 
feaJl you know that what an advocate has farther 
8 to 
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to offer will be fuperflubus* 'rill you have heard 
him? But this, and many other public abufes, 
WiH be beft referved to i converfation when wer 
tneeti for, I know your affe&ion to the common- 
Wealth inclines you to wifli, that fome means 
might be found to check at leaft thofe grievances, 
which would now be very difficult abfolutely to 
remove. — But to turn to affairs of private con* 
cern j I hope all goes well in your family : mine 
remains in its ufual fituation* The happinefe 
I enjoy* becomes more acceptable to me by its; 
continuance, and habit renders me lefs fenfible of 
the infelicities 1 fuffer. FareweL 

LETTER III. ftVBRM. 

I AM much obliged to. you for undertaking the 
care, of that little farm I gave to my nurfe. 
It was worth, when I made her a prefent of it, an 
hundred thoufand * fefterces \ but the crops having 
fince failed, it has funk in its value : however, it 
will thrive again, I doubt not, under your good 
management. But what I recommend to your 
attention is, not fo much the land itfelf, (which 
yet I by no means except) as the intcreft of my 
particular benefattion j for it is not more her con- 
cern than mine, to render it as advantageous as 
poflible. Farewel. 

> About 3ool. of oar money. 

U z LET-, 
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LETTER IV. to Calphurnia \ 

VTEVER was bufinefs more uncafy to me* 
1*\ than when it prevented me not only from 
attending, but following you into h Campania. As 
at all times, fo particularly now, I wifh to be with 
you, that I may be a witneis what progrefs you 
make in the recovery of your ftrength, and how 
die tranquillity, the amufements, and plenty of that 
charming country agrees with you. Were you in 
perfedt health, yet I could ill fupport your abfence; 
for, even a moment's uncertainty of the welfare of 
thofe we tenderly love, is a fituation of mind in- 
finitely painful : but at prefent, your ficknefs con- 
ipires with your abfence to alarm me with a 
thoufand difquietudes. I fear every thing that 
can befall you, and, as is ufual with all under the 
fame anxious apprehenfions, fufpedt moft, what I 
moft dread. Let me conjure you then to prevent 
my folicitude, by writing to me every day, and 
even twice a day: I {hall be more eafy, at leaft 
while I am reading your letters ; tho* all my fears 
will again return the moment I have perufed 
them. Farewel. 

• Ku wife. 

* Where Fabatus, Calphurnia's grand-father, had a rill*. 
This delightful country is celebrated by almoft every claffic 
author, and every modern traveller, for the fertility of iu 
foil, the beamy of its landfcape, and temperature of its air. 
Nihil mollius cmh % fays Florus, nihil ubtriu* Jolt : tUuifu* bis 

Jkribus vsrnat, I* 1. 1 6. 

LET- 
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LETTER V, JVUrsus, 

I Acquainted you in a former * letter, that Va* 
renus obtained leave of the fenate to fen4 
for his witneffes. This was thought, by many, 
extremely equitable, tho* fome, with much obfti- 
nacy, maintained the contrary s particularly Li- 
cinius Nepos, who at the following affembly of 
the fenate, when the boufe was going upon other 
bufinefs, refumed this matter after it had been 
fettled, and made a long fpeech upon the laft de- 
cree. Hp concluded with moving, that the confuls 
might be'del^red to put the qucftion, whether 
it was the fcnfe of the fenate, tfyat as in prole- 
cutions founded upon the law concerning bribery 
and corruption, fo in that relating to extortion a 
claufe JhouJd be added impowering the defendant, 
as well as the informer, to fummon and ex- 
amine witnefies ? This fpeech was looked upon 
by fome as particularly ill-timed: they thought it 
ftrange that Nepos fhould let flip the proper op^ 
portunity of animadverting upon the decree, when 
it was under the confideration of the fenate; and 
raife objeftions to a decifion after it had been de- 
termined, and which he might have oppofed when it 
was in debate. Jubentius Celfus, the Praetor, very 
U 3 warmly 

» Book 5. let. 20. 
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warmly reproved him in a long fpeech, for pre- 
suming to comeft the fcnate. Nepos anfwercd 
him; Celfus replied; and neither of them were 
(paring of refle&ions on each othfcr. — But I for- 
bear to repeat what I could not hear without re- 
gret: and am therefore fo much the more dif- 
pleafed with fome members of the ienate,,who raft 
- from Nepos to Celfus, as one or the other was 
fpeaking, with the illiberal pleaiure of liftening to 
their mutual inveftives; fometimes encouraging 
the one, fometimes the other, and fometimes both; 
immediately afterwards feeming to reconcile them, 
and then again animating them to thfc>$ttack, as 
if they had been prefent at fome ludicrous 
fpe&acle. And I could not obferve without 
great concern, that they were mutually informed 
what each intended to vrge againft the other; 
for Celfus replied to Nepos, as Nepos did to 
Celfus, out of a paper they refpeftively held in 
their hands. This circumftance was occafioned 
by the indifcretion of their officious ifriends : and 
thus- thefe two men abufed one another as if they 
had previoufly agreed in what terms to expreft 
their refentment. Farewel. 



LET- 



3©okYI. OF FLINT. su 

LETTER VI. TgFundanus. 

T Never wiihed more to fee you in Rome thaa 
•*• at this time, and I entreat you therefore to 
^come hither ; for, I want an aflbciate to (hare with 
me in voting and foliciting, refpe£ting an affair, in 
which I very warmly intcreft myfelf. Julius Nafo 
is a candidate for an office of confiderable honour : 
Jie has many competitors, and foine of them of great 
merit * upon which account, as his fuccefs will be 
the more glorious, fo it will be jthe more difficult to 
fecure. I dm much divided between hope and fear* 
and the anxiety I undergo upon this occafion is fo 
great, that I almoft forget I am of confular rank, 
,and fed as many yneafy a^pprehenfions as if I were 
again to become a candidate for every office I have 
billed. This zeal is juftly due to Nafo, in return 
;*o the long afFe&ion he has borne for me. The 
friendfhip I entertain for him did not, it is {rue^ 
jjefcend to him by inheritance* for, his father and I 
were at too great a diftance in point of age to admit 
of any intimacy between us; yet from my earlieft 
youth, I was taught to lookup to.tbe latter with the 
higheft veneration. He jwas not only an admirer of 
the polite arts, but the patron of all who cultivated 
them; as he was a frequent auditor alfo of 
Quinftilian and Nicetes, to whom I was at that 
U 4 v < time 
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time a c"if :iple. He wa , in (hort, a man of 
lingular worth and eminence, and one whofe me- 
mory ought extremely to facilitate the advancement 
of his foh to the honours of the fate.. But there are 
numbers in the fenate who never knew his father; 
and although there are many too who were well 
acquainted with him, yet they confift chiefly of that 
kind of men who never extend their regards beyond 
the living. For this reafon Nepos, without relying 
upon the chara&er of his father, which is likely tQ 
prove of more honour than fervice to him, muft 
exert the utmoft of his endeavours to recommend 
himfelf by his own merit : and indeed, his conduft 
has ever been as guarded as if he had governed 
it with a particular view to the prefect occafioru 
The many friendfhips he has acquired, he has 
ever cultivated with the ftrifteft fidelity* and 
particularly fingled me out as the objeft of 
his efteem and imitation, from the firft moment 
Jie was capable of forming any judgement of the 
world. Whenever I plead, he anxioufly attends 
me, and is always of the p^rty when I recite ; as 
he is ever the fiift to enquire after my works. 
His brother had the fame attachment to me.— But 
he has loft that excellent brother! and it (hall 
be my part to fupply his place. Jt is with grief 
1 reflect upon the immature death of the one, as 
I lament that the other fhould jdc deprived of the 

affiftance 
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affiftance of fo valuable a relation, and left to de T 

pend only on the zeal of his friends. It is that' 

confideration which induces me earneftly to intreat 

you to return to Rome and unite your fuffragp 

with mine. It will be of lingular advantage to 

rfie caufe in which I am embarked, if you would 

appear in it, and become a joint-folicitor with 

me: for I know your (Credit and' influence is fo 

great, that I am perfqaded your applications will 

render mine more effectual, even with my own 

friends. Let me' requeft you then to break thro* 

all obftacles, if any may happen to lie in your 

way, I have a right to claim your affiftance 

in this conjunfture: your friendfhip to me, and my 

credit, both require it. I have undertaken to fup- 

port the intereft of Nafo, and the world knows it; 

the purfuit and the hazard therefore is become my 

own. In a word, if he obtains this poll, all the ho* 

nour will be his ; but if he fhould be reje&ed, the 

repulfe will be mine. Farewel. 

LETTER VII. To Calphurnia \ 

\TO U kindly tell me, my abfence very ienfibly 
-*• affe&s you, and that your only confolacioa 
is in converting with my works, which you fre- 
quently fubftitutc in my place by your fide. How 
agreeable is it to me to know that you thus wtfh 
for my company ! and fupport yourfclf under the 

want 

f Pliny's wife. 
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want of it by thefe confolations! In return, I 
entertain myfelf with heading over your letters 
again and again, and am continually taking them 
up as if I had but jiift then received them : but das! 
they only ferve to make me more feelingly re- 
gret your abfence ; for, how amiable nroft her con- 
verfation be, whofe letters have fo many charms! 
Let me receive them, howeyer, as often as poffible, 
notwithftanding there is always fomc mixture of 
pain in the pleafure they aflbrd. me, as they render 
me the more fenfible of the lofs I ftffer, by my 
abfence. FareweL 

BETTER VIIJU ftPiusai*, 

YOU know and jefteem Axcilius Crefcens* 
who indeed is there of any rank or worth that 
does not? For myfeHJ I profefs to have afriendfhip 
for him much fuperiour to the common attachments 
of the world. The places of pur nativity are iepa- 
rated only by a day's journey $ and we conceived an 
affe&ion for each other when we w/ere very young: 
a fea&n when connexions of that kind ftrike the 
deepeft rooCr .Ours improved by years; and fo 
far from being weakened, that it was confirmed 
by our riper judgements, as thofe who know us 
fceft can witnefs. He takes pleafure in boafting 
every where of my friendihip; as I do. to let the 
world know, that his honours, his eafe, and hi^ in- 

tereft 
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tereft arc my peculiar concern. InibiQUch that up- 
ob his exprefling to me lately an appfehenfioq 
that he might receive fomc infults from a certain 
peribn who wa6 entering upon the ofpce of tribune 
of the people, I could not forbear anfwering, 

Long as Achilks breathes this vital air> 

To touch thy bead no impious band Jb all dare\ . 

I mention thisi to fliew you that I look upon every 
injury offered to Attilius, as done to myfelf. But 
you will be impatient to hear what all this tends 
to. You muft know then, Valerius Varus at his 
death, owed Attilius a fum of money. Though 
I am acquainted with Maximus, who inherits the 
jeftate of Varus, yet there is a much clofer friend- 

# (hip between him and you. I beg therefore, and 
conjure you by all the affeftion you feel for me, to 
take care that Attilius is not only paid the prin- 
cipal which is due to him, but the whole long 
arrears of intereft. He neither covets the property 
of others, nor negle&s the care of his own $ and as 
he is not engaged in any lucrative profeffion, he 

* has nothing to depend upon but his frugality: 
for, as to the polite arts, in which he greatly ex- 
cels, he purfues them merely from motives of 
pleafure and fame. In fuch a fituation, the flight- 
eft lofs prefies hard upon a man, and the more 

fo 
* Horn. II. lib, I. Tcr. 8$. 
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fo becaufe he has no opportunities of repairing any 
injury that affeds his fortune. A (lift us then, I 
intreat you, in this difficulty, and fuffer me ftill to 
.enjoy the pleafure of his fprightly and diverting 
converfation j for I cannot bear to fee the cheer- 
fulness of my friend over-clouded, whofe mirth 
and good-humour diffipates every gloom of me- 
lancholy, in my own bofom. In a word, as you 
;are well acquainted with the entertaining gaiety of 
temper which Attilius poffefles, I hope you wijl 
not fuffer a,ny injury to difcompofe and four it. 
You may judge by the wajtnth of his affedtion, 
how bitter his refentme/its would prove ; for a 
generous and great mind can ill broolj an injury 
when it is joined with contempt. jBut though be 
could pafs it over, yet cannot I : on the contrary, 
I (hall look upon it as a wrong and indignity done 
to myfel£ and refent it as one offered to my 
friend; that is, with double warmth. But after 
all, why this air of threatening ? rather let me end 
in the fame, ftile I began, by earneftly conjuring 
you fo to ad in this affair, that neither Attilius 
may have reafon to imagine (what I fhould gready 
lament) that I negleft his intereft ; nor that I may- 
have occafion to charge you with being carelefe of 
mine : and I certainly (hall not, if you have the 
iame regard for the latter, as I have for the former* 
Farewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER IX. To Tacitus. 
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WHEN you recommend Julius Nafo to me r 
refpe&ing the office for which he is a can** 
didate, you are recommending me to myfelf.. 
However, I forgive you : you would have received 
the fame recommendation from me, had you been 
at Rome, and I abfent: in the caufe of a friend, 
one is apt to think nothing is immaterial. Never- 
thelefs I advife you to addrefs your felicitations to 
others; afluring yourfelf I will take an equal 
fhare with you in all your applications on his be- 
half i and fupport them with my bed and warmeft 

endeavours, Farewel. 

» 

LETTER X. *ft Albinos. 

I Was lately at Alfiuni*, where my wife's mo- 
ther has a villa which once belonged to b Ver- 
ginius Rufus. The place renewed in my mind 
the forrowful remembrance of that great and ex- 
cellent man. He was extremely fond of this re- 
tirement, and ufed to call it the nefi of bis old age. 
Where-ever I turned my eyes, I miffed my wor- 
thy friend. I felt an inclination to fee his mo- 
nument; 

* Now Alzia, not far from Como. 

fc See an accouut of him in B. 2- Let. i. 
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numentj but I repented of my curiofity: for, I 
had the mortification to find it remained ftill 
unfinifhedi not from any difficulty of the work 
itfelf, which is very plain, or rathet indeed mean* 
but through the negleft of him, to whofe care 
the ere&ion was entrufted. I could not fee* 
without a concern mixed with Indignation, the 
remains of a man* Whofe fame filled the whole 
world/ lie for ten years after his death without an 
infeription, or a name. He had however di- 
rected that divine and immortal achievement of 
his life to be recorded upoh his tomb in the fol- 
lowing lines: 

Here Rufus lies, who Plndex* e arms witbftoo£> 
Not for himfelf) hut for bis country's good. 

But a faithful friend is fo rarely to be found, aqd 
the dead are fo foon forgotten, that we fhall be 
under the necefiity of extra&ing our own fepul- 
chres, and anticipate the office of our heirs. Fori 
who has not reafon to fear that what has hap- 
pened to Vergiriius, may be his own cafe? an in- 
dignity which is of fo much the more public 
notoriety as it fells upon a man of his illuftrioua 
virtues, 

* Seep. 64, note*. 

LET- 
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LETTER XL ft Maximvs. 

HOW happy a day did I lately pafs! when 
having been called by the • Prsefeft of 
ftome,ta hk affiftance in a certain caufe> I had the 
pleafure to hear Fufcus Salinator and Numidius 
Quadratus, plead on oppofite fides. They are 
both of -them young men of extraordinary hopes, 
and poflefs talents, which will one day, I am per- 
fuad?d, render them an ornament not only to the " 
prdent age, but to literature itfelf. They dis- 
covered, in the courfe of this trial, that they were 
aftuated by principles of ftrift probity, and inflexi- 
ble courage: and I had great fatisfaftion in re- 
marking, that their garb b was decent, their elo- 
cution diftinft, their voice manly, their memory 
ftrong , and that their elevated genius was guided 

by 

* An officer fonfewhat in the nature of the lord-mayor 
among us. He preceded all other city magiftrates, having 
power to receive appeals from the inferiour courts and to de- 
cide almoft all caui'es within the limits of Rome, ora hundred 
miles round. 

* Sec Note (a) Let. III. B. II. p. /i. 

* Strength of memory feems to have been a quality in 4ingu~ 
for efteem among the Roman's, Pliny often mentioning it whenr 
he draws the characters of his friends, as in the number of 
their mod mining talents. Quin&ilian con fide rs it as the 
rneafure of genius ; tantum ingenii, fays he, quantum memoria. 
The extraordinary perfection in which fome of the ancients arc 
faid to have poffefTed this important faculty, is almofl incredi- 
ble. Our author fp«*aks in a former letter, of a Greek philo«* 
fopher of his acquaintance/ who after having delivered a long 

harangue 



3*# THE LETTERS Book VL 

by an equal folidity of judgement. To this I wili 
add, that I took Angular pleafure in obfcrving, thai! 
while they looked upon me as their guide and mo- 
del, they appeared in the opinion of the audience 
as my imitators and rivals. It was a day (I cannot 
but repeat it again) which afforded me the moft 
exquifite happinefs, and which I fhall ever mark 
with the faireft *. white. What indeed could be 
cither more delightful to me on the piiblic account, 
than to fee two fuch noble youths building their 
fame and glory upon the polite arts ; or more 
defirable upon my ownj than to be marked 

out 

harangue extempore, would immediately repeat it again, with* 
oat lofing a fingle word. Seneca fays, he could in his youth 
repeat two thoufand names exaclly in the fame order they 
Were read to him ; and that to try the ftrength of his memory, 
the audience who attended the fame profeflbr with himfelf, 
would each of them give him a verfe, which he would inftantly 
repeat, beginning with the laft, and (6 on to the firft, to the 
amount of two hundred. He tells a pleafant ftory upon this 
occafion, of a certain poet, who having recited a poem in 
public, a perfon who was prefent claimed it for his own, and in 
proof of its being fo, immediately repeated it word for word; 
which the real author was not capable of doing. [Sen. controv.' 
1* I. fub ink.] Numberlefs initancei might be collected from 
the ancients, to the fame purpofe ; to mention only a few more : 
It is faid of Themiftocks, that he made himfelf matter of the 
Perfian language in a year's time ; of Mithridates, that he 
• underftood as many languages as he commanded nations, that 
is, no lefs than twenty-two ; of Cyras* that he retained the 
names of every fingle foldier in his army. [Quint. 1. 1 1. a.] 
But the fineft comphment that ever was paid to a good me- 
mory* is what Tully fays of Julius Cxfar, in his oration for 
Ligarius, that he wvtr forgot any thing but an injury. 

1 * Alluding to a cuftom of the Romans, who marked the 
fortunate days in their calendar with white, and the unfortu- 
nate with black. 
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out as i worthy example to them in their pur- 
fuits of virtue ? may the Gods ftill grant rtie the 
tontinuahce of that pleafurc! And may *very 
toah who thinks me deferring of his imitation, fai* 
tececd die model he has chofen ! FarewcL 



LETTER Xlt. ttEAMMpft 

MOST certainly ydii ought to have no referye 
in recommending to me fufch perfons whom 
you jtidge Wbrthy of your patronage; for, nothing 
is more agreeable to your charter than to be as 
fextenfively beneficial as.pofiible; pof ,p jplrie, tliaft 
to ipterqft ipjfffilf in, every, thing jn whitjhjoujife 
concerned. Be aljured therefore 1 fhall give all the 
affiftance in my power to Vc&ius Prifcus^fpeci^y 
in what relates, to my peculiar province ; ;1 ppc;|n 
the Cehtumviral courts 

You defire wt to forget fhofe letters wfyiplvjrqu 
wrote tt> me* you fay, in the ppinnfcfs of, yopf 
heart; but helieve mei tbefe is none I rfcmtajbpr 
tyith more fatisfoStion. They are ▼ery' t pjp^gg 
proofs of the fhare»I enjoy of your affe&ion^pce 
you ufe the fame, free exp^ftulations, wjthjpe* tljac 
you would wkh^yoyr own fon. /.And^totjjnfgfi 
the truth, .they are To much ^e more ag^eefyei 
as I h*0 nothipg jo, accufe cpyfclf of ugpaiyojir 

account * 
• HI* Wife Cilphomu's gtatidftthefi 
Vol. L X * 
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it is your company, k is trftrementy it is freedom,* 
that I defire to enjoy* <*h«rwife t might a» wdl 
remain in Rome: fcr, there i» *> m*fo»n wertfc 
accepting, between ghvfog up onVs- «*»* ^^ » 
the difpofal of others, of itfcrvwg it totirely a* 
one's own power $ at feaft for fijyfeK, I d#efa« 1 
can reliJh no mixtures of any kind. Farewel 

LETTER XV*. IToRomanus. * 

1 Believe fat were not prefcftt at a very droll 
drcumftanee which lately ■happeried : I was 
not indeed a witnefs to it myfelfj however* I had an 
early account of what paired. Paffienus Paulus, an 
eminent Roman knight, and particularly confpl- 
cuou's for 1 his library abuletes} has a genius for 
Elegiac PdttSfy j a takrtl which runs in the family* 
for Properdus was'his • relation as welt as his coun* 
tryman. He was htrely reciting a poem which 
opened thus i 

PHfctu, of tty m/tmmd—* 

Wherebpon Prifcus, who happened to be pre(cn« 
as ft particukftrirtid of the poet's, cry*d out— But 
bt it mift&ktriyIdidnot : cmm<md hint, Think what 
a roar of knghtct tins occafioned. The intellects 
of Prifctts, you hnift lcnow» v aft thought to be fome-* 

- <noa 
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mon offices of life, is called to confutations, and 
publicly ads as a lawyer, this behaviour was the 
piore remarkable and ridiculous: and m fifcft, 
Paulus was a good deal difconcerted by his friend's 
pbfurdtty. You fee, k is ncceffery for thofe who 
arc folickoys to recite their works in public, to 
take care that the audience, as well as the author! 
Jhould be of found intdlefts. Farewel. 

LETTER XVL f# Tacitus 

VO UR requeft that I would fend you an ac- 
■*• count of my uncle's death, in order to trans- 
mit a more exaft relation of it to pofterity, 
merits my acknowledgments ; for, if the glorious 
circumftances which occafiohed this accident frail 
be celebrated by your pen, the manner of his exit will 
be rendered for ever illuftrious, Notwithftanding he 
perifhed by a misfortune, which, as itinvolvedatthe 
fame time a moft beautiful country in ruins, and de- 
stroyed fo many populous cities, feems to promifc 
him an everlafting remembrance j notwithftanding 
he has himfelf cqmpofed many works which will 
defcend to the lateft times; yet I am perfiiaded, the 
mentioning of him in your immortal writings, will 
greatly contribute to eternize his name. Happy I 
deem thofe to be, whom the gods have diftm~ % 
guifhed with the abilities either of performing 
fuch a&ions as are worthy of being related, or 
of relating them in a manner worthy of b$- 
X 3 fog 
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sng read; but doubly happy ace they, who 
are blcfled with both thefe uncommon endow- 
ments: and ig that number my uncle, as his 
own writings, an<l your hiftory will prove, may 
jjuftly be ranked. It is with extreme filling- 
pefs, therefore, I execute your commands; and 
I (hopld indeed have claimed the tafk if yoy had 
not enjoined it. He was at that time with 
the fleet under his command at • Mifenum. 
On the 24th of Augufly about one in the after* 
nQon, my mother defired him ft> obferve a cloud 
which appeared of a very unufual fisp and fjiape. 
He had juft returned from enjoying the benefit of 
the fun, and after bathing in cold water, apd taking 
a flight repaft, was reared to his ftudy: he imme- 
diately afofe ancj went out upoq an eminence, from 
whence he might more diftindtly view this very An- 
gular phenomenon. It was not at that didance dis- 
cernible from >yhat mountain this cloud iflued, 
but it was found afcrwgrds to proceed from 
Vefuvius k . I cannot give you a more exa& de- 
fcription of its figure, than by refembling it to 
tjiat of a pine-tree* for, it flipt up a great height 

W 

• In the guiph of Napto. 

b About fix miles diilant f from Naples.— -This dreadfuj 
eruption happened A. D. ?9>in the firft year of the emperor 
Titui. Martial . has a pretty epigram upon thia fubje&, in 
which he gives us a view of Vefuvius, as it appeared before 
this terrible conflagration broke out: ' 

Hi* 
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|n the form of a tall trunk, which fpread at the top 
into a fort of branches 5 occasioned, I fuppofe, 
either that the force of the internal vapour which 
impelled the cloud upwards, decreafed in ftrength 
as it advanced, or that the cloud being prefled 
back by its own weight, expanded itfelf in the 
manner I have mentioned : it appeared fometimes 
bright, and fometimes dark and fpotted, as it wa$ 
either more or lefs impregnated with earth and 
cinders. This uncommon appearance excited my 
yncle's philosophical curiofity to take a nearer view 
pf it. He accordingly ordered a light veffel to be 
prepared^ and offered me the liberty, if I thought 

proper* 

Hie eft paptpineis njirldis Fe/u*vius umtris, 

Prtjirnt hie madid* nohilis u<v* locus, 
facjuga, quam Nif* colks, plus Bacchus amamit ; 

Hoc nuper Satyr i montt dedire chores, 
Hac Veneris fides* Lacedamone graiior Mil 

Hie locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat ; 
Qnn&0 jactHt ft*mmv % W trip mtrfafaviU* ; * 

Nee* <ueUent juperi hoc licuijfe fibi. - Lib. 4. Ep. 4^ 

Here verdant vines o'erfpread Vefuvio's fides 5 
The gen'rous grape here pour*d her purple tides* 
T^is Bacchus lov'd beyond hit native fcene % 
Here dancing fatyrs joy'd to trip the green. 
far more than Sparta this in Venus'— -grace; 
And great Alcides once renown 'd the place ^ 
Now flaming embers Spread dire walte a*ouri<J t 
And Qods regret that Gods can thus confound. 

It feems probable, that this, was the firft eruption of mount 
Vefuvius, at leaft of any confequence ; as it is certain we* have 
no particular accounts of any preceding one. Dio, indeed* 
and othe* ancient authors fpeak of a prior eruption ; but ftiXk 
they defcribe it as covered with trees and vines, fo that die 
foregoing muft have been inconsiderable. 

, x 4 
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proper, to attend him. I rathelr chofe to continue 
the employment \r\ which I was engaged j for, it 
happened, that he had given me a certain writing tq 
copy. c As he was going out of the houfe with his 
tablets in his handle was met by the mariners be? 
longing to the gall^ftationed at Retina, front} 
which tfycy had fled in th^itmoft tcrroyr ; for, tha{ 
port bping fituated tf^tKe foo{ of Yefimus, they 
had no othpr way to efcape than by fea. They 
conjured him therefore not to proceed and expofe 
his life to imminent and inevitable danger. lt\ 
compliance With their advice, he changed his 
original intention, and inftead of gratifying hi; 
philofophical fpirit, he refigned it to the more 
magnanimous principle of aiding the diftrefied. 
With this view, he ordered the fleet immediately tq 
put to fea, and went himfelf on board with an in-? 
tention of affifting pot only Retina, but the feveraj 
other towns which flood thick upon that beau* 
tiful coaft. Haftening; to the place therefore 
from whence others fled with tfie utmoft terrour^ 
he fteered his djreft cpurfc to the point of 
danger, and with fo .much calmriefs and pre- 
fence of mind, as to be able to make and dic- 
tate 

e Tfa maniifenpt and printed copies yary extremely front 
each other as to the reading of this pafiage. The ponjeQnre 
of Cortes items the mbft iatisfaftory, as it comes nearcft the 
moil approved in^u|cxipts, and heft falls in with the context; 
it is therefore adopted b the tranflation. 
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pitc his obfervations upop the appearance and pro- 
grefs of that dreadful fcene, He was now fo 
pear the mountain! that the cinders, which 
grew thicker and hotter the more he advanced, 
fell into the fhips, together with punrice-ftones, 
^nd black pieces of burning rock : they were 
)ikewife in danger pot only of being tf-ground by 
the fgdden retreat of the fea, but alfo from the 
vaft fragments which rolled down from the moun- 
tains, and obftru&ed all the (bore. Here he flop- 
ped tp coijfider whether he fhould return bac^j 
to which the pilot adyifing him, Fortune^ faid he, 
befriends the brave; fteer to Pomponianus. Pom* 
poniamp was then at * Stabiq?, feparated by a 
gulf, which the lea, after feyeral infenfible wind- 
ings, forms uppn that fhore, Pomporiianus had 
already fent his baggage on board j for, tho' he 
was pot at that time in adual danger, yet being 
within the view of jt, and indeed extremely near, 
Jie was determined, if it fliould in the leaft in* 
rreafe, to jput to fea as foon as the wind fhould 
change. If was favourable, however, fqr carrying 
piy uncle to Pornpoqianus, whom he found in the 
greateft confternapon : and embracing him with 
tendernefi, he enppuraged and exhorted him to 
keep up his fpirits. The qaorp to diffipate hi* 

4 fears, 

* Now called Cajhl i Mar di Stgbi+ in the gulph of 
Naples. 
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fears, he ordered his fervants, with an air of uncon- 
cern, to carry him to the baths j and after having 
bathed, he fat down to flipper with great, or at leaft 
(what is equally heroic) with all the appearance 
of chearfolnefc. In the mean while, the fire from 
Vefovius flartied forth from federal parts of the 
mountain with great violence $ which the darknefs 
of the flight contributed to render ftttl more 
yifrble and dreadful. But my uncle* in order 
to calm the apprehenfions of his friend, a flu red 
him it was only die conflagration of the tillages, 
which the country people had abandoned : after 
this, he retired to reft, and it is moft certain, he. 
was fe little difcompofed as to feH into a deep ? 
fteep; for, being corpulent, and breathing hard, 
the attendants in the antkhamber dually heard 
Mm foore^ The court which led to his apartment 
being now almoft filled with ftones and afhes, k 
would have been impoflible for him, if he had 
continued there any longer, to have, made his 
way out ; it was thought proper therefore to 
awaken him. He got up,' and joined Pomponianus 
and the reft of the company, who had pot been 
fufficiently unconcerned to think of going to bed. 
"Fhey oonfulted together whether it would be moft 
prudent to truft to the houfes, which now.fliopk 
from fide to fide with frequent and violent con- 
cufEcms $ or flee to the opca fields, where the cal- 
cined 
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cined (tones and cinders, tho' levigated indeed, yet 
fell in large fbowcrs, and threatened them within- 
ftant dcftfu&ion. In this diftrefcthey refpJvedfor 
the fields, as the lef*dangeroi{s fi tuition of the two; 
? resolution which, while the reft pf the company 
were hurried into by their fears, my umtfe embraced 
upon coq! and deliberate confi deration. They went 
put then, having- pillows tied upon thqr heads 
with napkins; and this was their whole defehee 
jigainft the ftornrc of ftoqes that .fell around therp. 
Jt was. now day every where elfe, but there a peep- 
er darlpefs prevailed than in the blacked night; 
yrhich however was in fome degree diflipated by 
torches gnd other lights of various kinds. They 
thought it expedient tQ go dowp farther upon the 
fliore in order to obferve if they might fafely put out 
to fea ; but they found the waves (till run extreme* 
ly high £pd boifterpM$ t There my unci?, having 
drunk a draught or two of cold water, laid 
himfelf down upon a fail-cloth which was fpread 
for him 5 when immediately the flames, preceded 
by a ftrong fmell of fulphur, difperfed th$ 
reft of the company, and obliged him to rife* 
He raifed himfelf up with the afliftance of 
two ot his fervants, and inftantly fell down 
dead; fuffocated, I conje&ure, by fome grofs 
and noxious vapour, as having always had weak 
lungs, and being frequently fubjeft to a difficulty of 
breathing* As foon as it was light again, which 

was 
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was nee till the third day after Ais melancholy** 
cedent, his body was found entire, and without any 
Marks of violence, q&a&ly in the fame poftyre in 
which he fell, and looking more fifce a man afleep 
than dead. Poring all this time my mother 
and ! wfeo were at Mifen^n— f But a* this has mat 
cofliteition with your hiftory, fo your inquiry went; 
no farther than dbncefBing my uncle's death : with 
&at therefore 1 wiU put an epd to my tetter. Suf- 
fer me only to add, that I have fekhfu% related 
to yew what 1 was either an eyerwrnif fs of myielf^ 
pt received immediately after the accident happen- 
ed* and before there was time to vary the truth^ 
You willchoofe out of this narrative fuch circum^ 
fhaees as fhall be moft (bitable to you/ purpofe ; 
fpr^ there is a great difference between writing a let- 
t#r, and compofing a hrftory * between addrefling ^ 
friend, and addrefling the puttie, Farcweh 

LETTER XVII. . Tw Rbstitutm. 

I Cannot forbear venting my diipleafure be, 
fore you in a letter* flnce I have no opportu- 
nity of doing fo in perfbn, againft a certain beha- 
viour whiph gave me ibm$ offence in an aflembly 
whpre I was lately prefcnt t The company was en- 
tertained w^th a recital of a very finifhed perfor- 
mance : but there were twp or three perfons among 

thp 
.' See $s account continue^* let zo* of this book. 
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the audience j men of great genius id thetf awn* 
and a few of their frtedds eftimarion, who fiLte like 
fo many deaf and dumb mutes, without moving , 
a lip or 4 hand, or once riling from their featsj 
even to fhifc their pofture; dot to what purpofe* 
In the name Of gdod feitfe* all this wondcrous air 
t>f wifddm arid folemnity, or rather indeed (to 
give it its true appellation) of this faftidious gra- 
vity f Is it not downright folly* or evenmadnefs* 
thus to lofe a whole day merely to commit a pieced 
of rddenefs, and leaVe him an enemy* whom you 
vifited as a friend? is a man confeious that lie 
poflefies a fuperioUr power of eloquence than the 
perfon whom he attends oh fuch ah ©ccafioa i ib 
touch the rather otight he to guard againft tfery 
appearance of envy 9 as apoffion that always im- 
plies a mortifying fehfe of inferiority* But what* 
ever a man's talent may be, whether greater or 
equal, Of Ids than his friend's* ftill it is his intcrcft 
** givf'him tht? approbation Ae defcrves: if 
;< greater or equal; becaufe the higher his glory rifes 
whom you equal or tttfel, *** more confiderablc 
. your* mud heceflarily bt : if lefs -, becaufc it one 
* of more exalted abilities (toes not meet wkh ap- 
..plaufe, neither poffibly can you. For my own 
•part, I refpeft and honour aU who difcover any 
**&&& tacrit in the difficult and laborious arc 
of'oratorf* for Eloquence is a high and haughty 
. m€ w fc fcoms to refide with thofe that*defpife 
* ' her. 
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her: But perhaps you are not of this opinion ^ 
yet ¥ho more reveres this glorious talfcnt, or i§ 
k more candid judge of it tKah yourfelf? In con- 
fidence of which, I have ventured to declare tfc 
you the late indignation I felt, as not doubting 
you wbbld havfc joined *ith me in the feme fentl- 
mentS; Farewel. 

LETTER XVIII. ToSABiNtrs. 

I WILL fendeavoiir; is ybu defire; to under- 
take the caufe of the FirmiAni \ tho' 1 have 
at prefent many affairs upon my hands j for, I 
(hould be extremely glad to bbJige fo iUuftri* 
Cms a colony by my good offices* as well as 
to render you an acceptable fervice* How in- 
deed cad I refufe ahy thing (fr you, who profeis 
to have fought my friendfhip as your fupport 
and ornament j efpecially wherf your rcqueft is on 
behalf q£ your country ? For what can be more 
honourable than the intreaties of a patriot, or more 
efficacious than thofe of a friend ? You may engage 
for me therefore to your, or rather as I (hould now 
call them tur> friends the Firmiani. And tho* their 
own illuftrious character did not periudde me that 
theydefcrvc my care and patronage ; yet I could not 
but conceive a very high opinion of their rherit, front 

feeing 

» Inhabitants of a city in Italy called Firm, in the mat* 
qaH&te of AncoiuL 
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feeing a man of your diftinguiflied virtues chooffc 
to refide among them; 

Letter xix. j*nepos. 

ARE you informed that the price of lands i& 
coniiderably rifen i elpecially of thofe which 
fie about Rome? This fudden advante was oc- 
tafioned by a pra&ice which has been much com- 
plained o£ and which drew from the fenate, at 
the laft affembly for the dc&ion of magiftrate** 
a very laudable decree^.whereby the candidates ane 
prohibited froiti giving the eleAors any treat, prefent, 
or money whatibevcr. , The two former of thefe 
abufcs were pra&ifed with as little, referve as 
difcretion* the latter, tho' carried on with more 
fecrecy, was however equally notorious! Our 
friend Homulus, taking advantage of this favour- 
able difpofition of the fenate, inltead of delivering 
his fentiments upon the point in debate, moved 
that the confute fhould acquaint the emperor, that it 
was the unanimous defire of thehoufe to have this 
abufe reformed; and addrefs him to interpoie his 
vigilance and authority for the removal of this 
grievance, as he. already had of cvory other. The 
emperor was accordingly pleafed to comply, and 
publiftied an edidfc to reftrain thofe . infamous 
largefles / directing that^ no perfon fhall be ad- 
gifted as a candidate who has not a third part of hit 

eftate 



i 



y 
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eftate in land; dcenting it highly indecent, (a* net 
doiibt it is) that thofe who afpire to dignities in the 
ftate; fhould look upon Rome and Italy, rather like 
travellers who are pafllng thro* it, than as their pro- 
per country, and in which the principal part of their 
poffeffions lay. This edilt has otcafioned a general 
ftruggle ambng thofe who aint at a#y office, tor 
buy up every thing which they hear is to be 
ibid; by which meato die value Of lands is great- 
ly increafed. If therefore you are inclined to dif- 
pofe of any pair of your eftate here/ or of making 
purchafes elftWhere, you have now a good oppor- 
tunity; for, in order to buy in Italy, thefe candi- 
dates are obliged to fell thrfr eftates in the pro* 
vinctu FareweL 

LEfTER XX. to Coft hxlivs Tacitus. 

TrfE letter which/ in compliance tfith your 
requeft, I wrote to you concerning the death 
of my untie* has railed, it fceras, your curiofitjr 
to know what terrours and dangers attended me 
while 1 continued at Mifentim; for there, I think, 
the account in my former broke off: 

tW my jbock'd foul recoils > my tcngut jhdlltell*. 

My uncle having left us, I continued the employ- 
ment which prevented my going with him, till it was 

time 
*Yirg. Pttt'i Translation. 
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time to bathe. After which I went to fupper, and 
then fell injco a fhort and unquiet fleep. There had 
been during many days before fome ihocks of an 
earthquake, which the lefs alarmed us as they arc 
frequent in Campania; .but they were fo particu- 
larly violent that night, that they not only Ihook 
every thing about us, but feemed indeed to threaten 
total deftruftion. My mother flew to my cham- 
ber, where fhe found me rifing in order to awaken 
her. We went out into a fmall court belonging 
to the houfe, which feparated the fea from the 
buildings. As I was 'at that time but eighteen 
years of age, I know not whether I fliould call my 
behaviour in this perilous conjun&ure, courage 
or rafhnefs; but I took up Livy, and amufed my- 
felf with turning over that author, and even mak- 
ing extra&s from him> as if I had been perfe&ly 
at my eafe. While we were in this fituation, 
a friend of my uncle's, who was juft corns, 
from Spain to pay him a vifit, joined us, and 
observing me fitting by my mother with a book 
in my hand, reproved her patience, atid my 
fecurity: nevertheless I ftill went on with my 
author. It was now morning, but the light was 
exceedingly faint and languid ; the buildings all 
around us tottered, and tho* we ftood upon open 
ground, yet as the place was narrow and con- 
fined, there was no remaining without imminent 
danger: we therefore rcfolved to leave the town* 
Vol.1. Y Thq 
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The people followed us in the utmoft confter- 
nation, apd (as to a mind diftrafted with terror, 
every fuggeftion feems more prudent than its own) 
preffed in great crowds about us in qur way out. 
Being advanced at a convenient diftance from the 
houfes, we ftood ftill, m the midft of a mod hazard- 
ous and tremendous fcene. The chariots which 
we had ordered to be drawn out, were fo agitated 
backwards and forwards, tho' upon the mod: 
level ground, that we could not keep them fteady, 
even by fupporting them with large ftones; 
The fea fcemed to roll back upon itfelG and to 
be driven from its banks by the convulfive motion 
of the earth; it is certain at leaft the fliore was 
eonfiderably. enlarged, and ftveral fea- animals 
were left upon it. On the other fide a black and 
dreadful cloud burfting with an igneous Terpen- 
tine vapour, darted out a long train of fire, refem- 
bling flafhes of lightening, but much larger. 
Upon this our Spanifh friend, whom I mentioned 
above, addreffing himfclf to my mother and me 
with great warmth and earneftneft : If your bro- 
ther and your uncle, faid he, is faff, be certainly 
wifhes you may be fo too ; but if be perijhed> it was 
bis de/ire> no doubt, that you might both furvroe 
him : Why therefore do you delay your efcape a mo- 
ment ? We could never think x of our own fafety, 
we replied, while we were uncertain of his : upon 
which our friend left us, and withdrew from the 

danger 
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danger with the utmoft precipitation. * Soon after- 
wards, the cloud feemed to defcend, and cover 
the whole ocean j as indeed, it entirely hid the. 
ifland of a Caprea, and the promontory of Mi- 
fenum. x My mother conjured me to make 
my efcape at any rate, which as I was- young I 
might eafily effedtr as for herfelf, fhe faid, her 
age and corpulency renderecj all attempts of 
that fort impofliblej however {he would willingly 
meet death, if (he could have the fatisfaftion of 
feeing that 'fhe was not the occafidn of mine. 
But I abfoliitely refufed to leave her, and tak- 
ing her by the hand I led her on: ihe com- 
plied with great reludtance, and not without 
many reproaches to herfelf for being the oc- 
cafion of retarding my flight. N The allies now 
began to fall upon us, tho' in no great quan- 
tity. 1 turned my head, and obferved behind 
us a thick fmoke, which came rolling after 
\is like a torrent. I propofed, while we had yet 
any light, to turn out of the high road, loft IJie 
fhould be preffed to death in x the dark, by the 
' crowd that followed us. We had fcarcely ftepped 
out of the path, when darknefs over-fpread us, 
not like that of a cloudy night, or when there is 
no moon, but of a room when it is Ihut up, and 
all the lights extinct. Nothing then was to be 
Y a " heard 

v c An ifland near Naples, now called Capri* 
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heard but the fhrieks of women, the fcreams of 
children, and the cries of men ; fome calling for 
their children, others for -their parents, others for 
their hufbands, and only diftinguifhing each 
other by their voices; one lamenting his own 
fete, another that of his family; fome wifhing 
to die, from the very fear of dying; fome lift- 
ing their hands to the gods; but the greater part 
imagining that the laft and eternal night was 
come, which was to dcftroy both the a gods and 
the world together. Among thefe there were fome 
who augmented the real terrors by imaginary 
ones, and made the frighted multitude falfly be- 
lieve that Mifenum was a&ually in flames. At 
length a glimmering light appeared, which we 
imagjned to be rather the forerunner of an ap- 
proaching burft of flames, (as in faft it was) 
than the return of day; however, the fire fell at 
a diftance from us: then again we were immerfed 
in thick darknefs, 'and a heavy Ihower of aflies 
rained upon us, which we were obliged every 
now and then to (hake off, otherwifc we fhould 
have been overwhelmed and buried in the heap. 
I might boaft, that during all this fcene of horrour, 
not a figh, or expreflion of fear, efcaped from me, 

had 

* The Stoic and Epicurean Philofophers held, that the world 
was to be deftroyed by fire, and all things fall again into otU 
'nal chaos ; not excepting even the national gods themfelve* 
om the deflrudion of this general conflagration. 
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had not my fupport been founded on that refe- 
rable, though ftrong confolation, that all mankind 
were involved in the fame calamity, and that I 
imagined I was perifliing with the 'world itfelf. 
v At laft this terrible darknefs was diffipated by 
degrees, like a cloud or fmoke ; the real day re- 
turned, and even the fun appeared, tho* very 
faintly, and as when an eclipfe is coming on. 
Every objeft that prefented itfelf to our, eyes 

• (which were extremely weakened) feemed chang- 
ed, being covered with white e aflies, as with 
a deep fnow. * We returned to Mifenum, where 
we refrefhed ourfelves* as "well as we could, and 

* paffed an anxious night between hope and fear ; 
tho' indeed, with a much larger fhare of the latter : 
for, the earth ftill continued to ihake, while feveral 
enthufiaftic perfons ran wildly among the people, 
throwing out terrifying predictions, and making a 
kind of frantic fport of their own and their friends 
wretched fituation. However, my mother and I, 
notwithftanding the danger we had paffed, and that ' 
which ftill threatened us, had no intention of 
leaving Mifenum, till we (hould receive fome ac- 
count of my uncle..—— ----- ' "* 

And nowT^ou will read this narrative without 
any view of inferting it in your hiftory,, of 

Y 3 which 

• Mr. Addifon in his account of mount Vefuvio cbferves. 
that the air of the place is fa very much impregnated with 
fak-petre, that one can fcarce fiod a (tone which hat not the 
top white with it. Travels, 1 82, 
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which it is by no means worthy ; and indeed you 
jnuft impute it to your own requeft, if it fhould 
appear not to deferve even the trouble of a letter. 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXL 7* Caninius. 

THO' I am an admirer of the ancients, 
yet I afn far from dcfpifing, as fome 
affcft, the genius of the moderns ; nor can I 
fuppofe, that nature in theft latter ages is ,fo 
worn out, as to be incapable of any valuable 
produ&ion. On the contrary, I have lately had the 
pleafure of hearing Verginius Romanus read to a 
few feleft friends, a Comedy fo happily formed in 
the fpirit of the ancients, that it may hereafter 
be confidered as a model I know not whe- 
ther the author is in the number of your acquain- 
tance ; I am fure at lead he ought to be, as he 
is greatly diftinguifhed by the probity of his man- 
ners, the elegance of his genius, and the va- 
riety of his compofitions. He has written fome 
very agreeable pieces of the burlefque kind in 
Iambics, with much delicacy, w'it, and humour, and 
I will add too, even eloquence j for every fpecies 
of compofition, which is perfedb in its kind, 
may with propriety be * termed eloquent. He 
has alfo published fome Comedies after the man- 
ner of Menander and other approved authors 
5 of 
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of that age, which dcferve to be ranked with 
thofe of Plautus and Terence, He has now, for 
the firft time, attempted the f ancient Comedy, 
but in fuch a manner, as to fhew he is a perfect 
raafter in this way. Strength and majefty, deli- 
cacy and foftnefs, elegance and wit, are the dif- 
tinguifhing graces of this performance. He places 
virtuous chara&ers in the moft amiable point of 
view, and cxpofes vicious ones with the warmeft 
indignation : whenever he makes ufe of feigned 
names, it is with great propriety, as he employs 
real ones with equal juftnefs. In refpedt only to 
myfelf, 1 fhould fay he has erred thro' an excels 
of friendfhip, if I did not know that fiftion is 
the privilege of poets. In a word, I will infift 
upon his letting me have the copy, that I may fend 
it to you for your perufal, or rather that yoij may 
get it by heart ; for I am well perfuaded, when 
you have once taken it up, you will not eafily lay 
it down. Farewel. 

Y 4 , L E T- 

f With regard to the various changes and revolutions which 
the Grecian Comedyhad undergone, it was djftinguiftied into 
three kinds, viz, the ancient , wnich was founded upon real 
fads, and perfons pointed oat by their proper names ; the middlt, 
where. the fubjett was real, but the names fictitious; the nvw% 
wherein both the names and the a£Hon are imaginary. Of 
the/yy? model was Ariftophanes ; upon whofe general manner, 
it is probable, Romanus formed his Comedy here mentioned; 
but as he appears to have introduced both true and invented 
names in the drama in queftion, iLfeems to have been of the 
mixed kind. 
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LETTER XXII. To Tiro. 

AN affair has lately been tranfa&ed here, which 
nearly concerns thofe who (hall hereafter 
be appointed governours of provinces, as well as 
every man who too incautioufly trufts his friends. 
Luftricus Bruttianus having detected his lieute- 
nant Montanus Atticinus in feveral flagrant delin- 
quencies, accufed him to the emperor. Attici- 
nus, on the other hand, added to his guilt by 
inftituting a groundlefs profecution againft the 
friend whofe confidence he had abufed. A head- 
ing was appointed, and I was elefted one of the 
affeffors at {his trial. Both parties pleaded their 
own caufe, and in a fummary way confined them- 
felves ftriftly to the articles of the charge: a me- 
thod by much the fhorteft of difcovering the 
truth. Bruttianus, as a proof of the unreferved 
confidence he had repofed in his friend, and that 
nothing but abfolute neceffity could have extorted 
from him this complaint, produced his will, 
written by the hand of Atticinus. He then pro- 
ceeded to open the charge, and clearly proved him 
guilty of the moft infamous conduft. Atticinus, 
after fome vain efforts to juftify himfelfj with- 
drew ; but his defence appeared as weak, as his 
^ccufation was wicked. It was proved that he had 
bribed a (lave belonging to the fecretary of Brutti- 
anus* 
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anus, and by that means got into his poffeffion his 
regifter-book, which he erazed, and then made 
this his villainous aft the foundation of a charge 
againft his friend. The emperor's conduft in this 
trial was » extremely noble: without colle&ing the 
voices with refpefl: to Briittianus, he proceeded im- 
mediately to take them only in* relation to Attici- 
nus ; who was accordingly condemned to banifli- 
ment. Bruttianus was acquitted not only with a/ 
very foil and honourable teftimony of his integrity, 
but with the credit of having behaved in this affair 
with great firmnefs. And indeed, after having 
vindicated his own character in few words, he 
fupported his charge againft Atcicinus with much 
fpirit; and approved himfelf no lefe a man of 
fortitude than of honefty. I fend you this ac- 
count not only as a caution for your behaviour 
in the government you have obtained, and as a 
hint to depend upon yourfelf as much as poffible, 
without relying too far upon your friends; but 
that you may be affured, if you fhould happen* to 
be impofed upon in the execution of your office 
(which Heaven avert) you will readily meet 
with juftice here. However, that you may ftand 
in no need of k, let me entreat you to exert 
the utmoft circumfpeftion and vigilance ; for the 
fatisfaftion of being redreffed, cannot compen- 
fate the mortification of having been deceived. 
Farewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXIII. To Triarius. 

IConfcnt to undertake the caufe which ycfu fo 
earneftly recommend to me; but glorious, 
and honourable as * it may be, I will not be your 
counfel without a fee. Is it poffible, you will fay, 
that my friend Pliny fhould be fo mercenary? 
It is ; and I infift upon a reward which will do 
me more honour than the moft difinterefted pa- 
tronage. I requeft you then, and indeed I make 
it a previous condition, that Cremutius Rufo may 
be joined with me as counfel in this caufe. This 
is a praftice which I have frequently obferved with 
refpeffc to feveral diftinguifhed youths; as I take 
infinite pleafure in prefenting young men of merit 
to the bar, and introducing them to the notice of 
fame. But if ever I owed this good office to any 
man, it is certainly to Rufo, not only upon account 
of his family, but his warm affe&ion to me; and it 
would afford me a very Angular fatisfa&ion to have 
an opportunity of feeinghim draw the attention of 
the audience in the fame court and the fame caufe 
with myfelf. This I now afk as an obligation to 
me; but when he has pleaded in your caufe, you 
will efteem it as a favour done to you : for, I will 
be arifwerable that he fhall acquit himfelf in a man- 
ner equal to your wifhes, as well as to my hopes 
and the importance of the trial. He is a youth 

of 
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of a moft excellent difpofition : and when once I 
fhall have produced his merit to public obfer* 
vation, we fhall foon f?e him exert the fame ge~ 
nerous office in bringing forward the talents of 
others; as indeed no man without the fupport and 
encouragement of friends, and having proper op* 
portunities thrown in his way, is able to rife at. 
once from obfeurity, by the force of his own ua- 
afiifted genius. 

LETTER XXIV. • To Macbr. 

HOW much does the fame of human a&ions 
depend upon the ftation of thofe who per- 
form them ! The very fame conduft fhall be eU 
ther greatly magnified, or entirely overlooked, as 
it happens to proceed from a perfon of confpicu- 
ous or obfeure rank. I was failing lately upon 
our a lake, with an old man of my acquaintance, 
who defired me to obferve a villa fituated upon its 
banks, which had a chamber hanging over the 
water. From that room, faid he, a woman of our 
city threw herfelf and her hufband. Upon enquir- 
ing into the caufe, he informed me, " That her 
" hufband having been long afflidted with an ulcer 
" in thofe parts which modefty conceals, fhe pre- 
" vailed with him at laft to let her infpeft the 
*' fore,' affuring him at the fame time> that fhe 

" would 
* The lake Lariui, 
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" would mod finccrely givfc him her opinion whe- 
" ther there was a poflibility of its being cured. 
cc Accordingly upon viewing the ulcer, fhe foun^l 
" there were no hopes, and therefore advifed him to 
** put an end to his life: to wljich (he not only en- 
cc couraged him by her example, but was aftually 
cc the means of his death; for tying herfelf to her 
Cf hufband, (he plunged with him into the lake." 
Tho* this happened in the very city where I was 
born, I never heard it mentioned before; and yet 
that this aftion is lefs taken notice of than that 
famous one of Arria's b , is not becaufe it was lefs 
remarkable, but becaufe the perfon who performed 
it was of inferior rank. FareweL 

LETTER XXV. To Hispanus. 

XTOU inform me, that Robuftus, a Roman 
■* . knight of great diftinftion, accompanied 
my friend Attilius Scaurus as far as a Ocriculum, 
but has never been heard of fince. In compli- 
ance, therefore, with your defire, I fhall fend (op 
Scaurus in order to fee if he can give us any 
light in tracing him* tho* I fear, indeed, it 
will be to no purpofe. I fufpeft an accident of 
the fame unaccountable kind has attended Robuf- 
tus, as formerly happened to my townfman Me- 

tilius 

* See an account of her, B. 3, Let. 16.. 

* Now Otricoli, in Cinbria or the duchy of Spoleto. 
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tilius Crifpus. I procured a company for him in 
-the army, and gave him when he fet out, 40,000 
b fefterces for his equipage : but I never received 
any letter from him afterwards, or could learn . 
whai became of him. Whether he was murdered 
by his fervants, or together with them, is uncer- 
tain ; however, neither he nor they ever appeared 
more. I wifh we may not find it thus with refpeft 
to Robuftus ; neverthelefs, I will fend for Scaurus. 
I cannot refufe this office either to your generous 
requeft, or the very laudable entreaties of that mod 
excellent youth his fon, who difcovers as much 
good fenfe in the method, as he docs filial affedtion . 
in the zeal of his enquiry : and may we have the 
fame fuccefs in finding his father, as he has had 
in difcovering the perfon that accompanied him ! 
Farewel. 

• LETTER XXVI. To Servian its. 

I A M extremely rejoiced to hear, that you de- 
fign your daughter for Fufcus Salinator; and 
congratulate you upon it'- - His family is ""Patri- 
cian j and both his father and mother are perfons 
of the moft exalted merit. As for himfelfi he is * 
ftudious, learned and eloquent, and with all the 

1 innocence 

* About 320]. Some editions read it 4.00,000 fefterces, 
which is about 3,200!. of our money. 

* Thofe families were Med patrician, whofe anceftors had 
been, members of the fenate in "the carlieft times of the regai 
or confular government. 
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innocence of a child, unites the fprightlinefs of 
youth to the wifdom of age. I am not, believe me, 
deceived by my affe&ion, when I give' him this 
chara&er 5 for tho* I love him beyond meafure # 
(as his kind offices and regard to me well defery^^ 
yet partiality has no fhare in my judgmenf ; on 
the contrary, the ftronger my affe&ion for him is, 
the more rigoroufly 1 weigh his merit. I will 
venture then to aflure you (and I fpeak it upon 
my own experience) you could not have wiftied 
for a more accompliflied fon- in-law. May he 
foon prefent you with a grandfon, who fhall be 
the exaft copy of his father ! and with what plea- 
fure fhall I receive from the arms of two fuch 
friends, their children or grand- children, whom I 
(hall claim a fort of right to embrace as my own ! 
Farewel. 

LETTER XXVII, " ?o Sevzrus. 

YO U defire me to confider what turn you 
fhould give to your fpeech in honour of the 
emperor, upon your being appointed conful a ele&. 
It is much eafier, anaidft that variety of topics 

, which 

* The confuls, tho* they were chofen in Auruft, did not 
enter upon their office till the firft of January, during which 
interval they were' ftiled Confutes defignati, confuls elecl. It 
Was ufual for them upon that occafion to compliment the em- 
peror, by whofe appointment, after the difiblution of the re* 
publican government, they were chofen. 
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« 

which the virtues of this illuftrious prince fc abun- 
dantly fupply, to find materials for encomium, 
than to feleft them. However, I will fend you 
my opinion, or (what I rather choofe) I will givfc 
them to you in perfon, after having laid before 
you the difficulties which occur to me. I arti 
doubtful then whether I fhould advife you to pur* 
fue the method, which I obferved myfelf on th* 
fame occafion. When I was conful eleft, I avoid- 
ed running into the ufual ftrain of compliment, 
which how far foever (as far certainly it would have 
been) from adulation, might yet bear the fern- 
blance of it. Not that I affefted an uncommon 
fpirit of freedom -, but as well knowing the fen- 
timents of our amiable prince, and being tho- 
roughly perfuaded, that the higheft eulogy I could 
offer to him, would be to fliew the world I was 
under no neceflity of paying him any. When I 
refle&ed what unbounded praifes had been heaped 
uport. the very worft of his predeceflors, nothing, 
I was perfuaded, could more diftinguifh a prince 
of his real virtues, from thofe infamous emperors, 
than to addrefs him in a different manner. And 
this I thought proper to obfervc in my fpeech, 
left it might be fuipefted I paffcd over his glo- 
rious afts, not out of judgment, but inattention. 
Such was the method I then obferved j but I 
am fenfible that the fame meafures are neither 

agree- 
b Trajan. 
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agreeable, nor indeed expedient to every man alike. 
Befides, the propriety of a certain mocje of a£t- 
ing depends no only upon perfons, but time and 
circumftances; and as the late enterprize of our 
illuftrious Prince affords materials for panegyric, no 
lefs juft than recent and glorious, I doubt (as I 
laid before) whether I lhould perfuade you in 
the prefent inftance to adopt the fame plan as I did 
myfelf. In this however, I am clear, that it is 
proper to offer it to, your confideration. Farewel. 

LETTER XXVIII. To Quadratus. 

I Was not ignorant of the reafon which prevent- 
ed your coming into Campania to receive me. 
But abfent, as you were, might I have judged by 
the vaft quantity of provifions of all forts, with 
which I was fupplied by your orders, I fhould 
have imagined you had conveyed yourfelf hither 
with your whole magazine of good fare. I muft 
own I was fo arrant a clown, as to take all that 
was offered me -, however it was in compliance with 
the folicitations of your people, and fearing you 
would chide both them and me if I refqied. But 
for the future, if you will not obferve fome meafure, 
/ muft. And accordingly I affured your fervants, 
if ever they brpught me fuch profofion again, 
I would abfolutely return the whole. You will tell 

me, 
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me, I know, that I fhould confider every thing 
belonging to you, as mine. I am fenfible that I 
ought 5 and therefore I would ufe them with the 
fame moderation as my own. Farewel. 

LETTER XXIX. To Qu adr atus., 

AVidius Quietus, whole affe&ion, and (which 
I equally valued) whofe approbation I hid 
the happinefs to enjoy, ufed frequently to cite 
this maxim, among, many others, of his friend 
Thrafea's : That " there are three fort of caufes 

" which it becomes a man of honour to under- 

* 

€t take j thofe of our friends, thofe of perfons who 
are dcftitute of any other advocate to plead their 
cc claim, and thofe which relate to public example." 
Why we fhould engage in the caufe of our friends^ 
requires no explanation ; but . to defend the 
deftitute, fhews both a firm and humane heart; 
is to rife in caufes of the exemplary kind, is a 
proof of being actuated by a principle of pa- 
triotifm j nothing being of more confequence to 
fociety, than whether a good or an evil precedent 
prevails. To thefe caufes I will add (perhaps in 
the fpirit of ambition, however I will venture to 
add) thofe a'.fo of a public nature* which are ren- 
dered confpicuous by the fplendid rank of the 
perfon arraigned j for it is reafonable, no doubt, 
that the honour which is derived to the orator's 
own reputation by appearing as an advocate in 
Vol. I. 2 impeachments 
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impeachments of that kind, fhould fometimes en- < 
ter into his motives for vindicating the condudt of 
an illuftrious client. Thefe are the limits (fince 
you require my fentiments) which I would pre- 
fcribe to a young man of your refpe&able ftation 
and modeft virtues. 

For the reft $ pra<5ttce, I know, is generally 
deemed, and in faft is, the beft matter in the arc 
of pleading: and 1 have feen many who with 
moderate parts, and no literature, have, by that 
fingle advantage, made a good figure. * Never- 
thelefs, the obfervation of Pollio (or at leaft what 
I have been told was his) is certainly true, as I 
know by experience ; " By being an able advo- 
" cate," faid he, " I obtained much pra&ice ; 
<c as, on the other hand, much pra&ice rendered 
" me a lefs able advocate." The reafon is, that 
a talent for oratory, by being too repeatedly ex- 
ercifed, (inks into a mere mechanical habit; and 
the frequent pleader, inftead of a juft confi- 
dence, is apt to fall into a carelefs reliance upon 
the ftrength of his powers. Nor is the being 
accuftomed to public fpeaking, a circumftance ab- 
folutely neceflary in order to acquire a reputation 
of eloquence : the great modefty of liberates, 
which, together with the weaknefs of his voice, 
prevented him from appearing at the bar, did not 
obftruft his attaining the character of a confum- 
mate orator. 

3 L« 
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Let me farther recommend it to you, to read 
and compofe, and meditate much, that you may 
always pofiefs a fund of fuitable matter, when you 
choofe to appear as an advocate in the courts of 
juftice; and it never will be your choice, I am well- 
perfuaded, but when it becomes you to aft in that 
character: a reftri&ion which I have always laid 
down to myfelf. I muft confefs, however, that I 
have been concerned in fome caufes, not fo much 
from choice as neceffity : but to Comply with ne- 
ceflity is, in fome degree, to comply with reafon. 
The faft is, I have occafionally been appointed 
counfel by the fenate; however, it was in caufes 
which fell within Thrafea's third rule, that is, of 
the exemplary kind. I was advocate for the 
province of Bcetica, againft Baebius Maflkj where 
the. queftion being, whether the impeachment 
fhould be received, it patted in the affirma- 
tive. I appeared for them a fecond time againft 
Cascilius Claflicusi and the. point in debate was, 
whether the provincial officers who adted under 
him in his proconfulfhip, fhould be deemed 
accomplices? It was determined they fhould; 
and they were punilhed accordingly. I was 
counfel againft Marius 'Prifcu^, who having 
been convi&ed of bribery, endeavoured to take 
advantage of the lenity of the law in that cafe, 
the penalty of which was by no means adequate 
Xfi his enormous guilt : but he was fentenced to 
Z 2 banilh- 
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banilhment. I defended Julius Baffus in an affair 
in which he had afted imprudently, 'tis true, but not 
in the leaft with any ill intention : the matter was 
referred to the ordinary judges, and he was per- 
mitted in* the mean whjle to retain his feat in the 
fenate. I pleaded likewife not long fince, on be- 
half of Varenus, who petitioned for leave to 
produce witneffes alfo on his part; which was 
granted him. And now I will only wifh, that I 
may, for the future, be enjoined to plead fuch 
caufes by authority, in which it would become me 
to appear by choice. Farewel. 

LETTER XXX. ^Fabatus. 

WE have the higheft reafon* moft certainly, 
to celebrate your birth day as our own, 
fince the felicity of ours is derived from you, to 
whofe kind attentions it is owing, that we are gay 
here, and at our eafe in Rome a . — Your Camii- 
lian b villa in Campania has fuffered by the jnjuries 
of time, and is falling into decay ; however, the 
molt valuable parts of the building either remain 
entire, or are but (lightly damaged, and I wait 
here ta fee it put into thorough repair.— 

• There is great obfeurity in the beginning of this letter, 
which none of the commentators have been able fufficicntly to 
enlighten. The difficulty arifes from its evidently referring 
to certain articles in a letter which Fabatus, the grandfather of 
Calphurnia, Pliny's wife, had written to him, the purport of 
which can only be guefled. 

* So called, becaufe it formerly belonged to Camillus. 

Tho f 
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Tho* I flatter myfelf I have many friends, yet 
fcarce any, I doubt, of the fort you enquire after, 
and which the affair you mention demands. All 
mine lie among thofe whofe employments engage 
them in town ; whereas the conduft of country 
bufinefs w requires a perfon of a robuft conftitution, 
arid enured to labour, who will not look upon 
the office as mean, and can fubmit to a folitary 
life. The opinion you have of Rufus is fuitable to 
a perfon who was diftinguifhed by the friendfhip of 
your fon -, but of what fervice he can be to us up- 
on the prefent occafion, I know not ; tho' I am 
well perfuaded he will rejoice to have it in his 
power to render us any. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXI. to Corneuanus. 

T Received lately the mod exquifite fatisfadtion at 
-*■ *Centumcellse, (as it is now called) being 
fummoned thither. by Casfar b to attend a Council. 
Could any thing indeed afford a higher gratification, 
than to behold the emperor exhibiting not only his 
affability, but his juftice and his wifdom, even in re- 
tirement, where thofe virtues are moft obfervable ? 
Various were the matters brought in queftion be- 
fore him, and which proved, in fo many different 
inftances, the eminent abilities of the judge. The 
Z 3 affair 

* Suppofed to be Civita Veccbia* 

* Trajan. 
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affair of Claudius Arifton came on firft. He is an 
Ephefian nobleman, of great munificence and un- 
ambitious popularity ; whofe virtues having render- 
ed him obnoxious to a kt of people of far different; 
chara&ers, they had inftigated an informer againfl; 
him, of the fame infamous (lamp with them- 
felves: but he was honourably acquitted. The 
next day the charge againft Gallita, accufed of 
adultery, was heard. Her hufband, who, is a 
military tribune, was upon the point of offering 
himfelf as a candidate for certain honours at Rome 5 
but fhe, had difgraced both him and, herfelf by an 
intrigue with a c centurion. The hu/band in- 
formed the conful's lieutenant, who wrote to the 
emperor concerning it.. Caefar, having examined 
the proofs, broke the centurion, and fentence4 
him to banifhment. It remained that fome pu- 
nifhment Ihould be infli&ed likewife upon the 
other party, as it is a crime of which both mult 
neceffarily be equally guilty. But the hufband^ 
affeftion for his wife inclined Rim to drop that 
part of the profecution, not without fome fufpi- 
cion of connivance 5 for he continued to live with 
her even after he had commenced this profecution^ 
contenting himfelf, it fhould feem, with having 
removed his rival. But he was ordered to pro- 
ceed in the fuif j and tho* he complied with great 

relu&ance* 

* An officer in the Roman legions, fojpewliat rcfembling ^ 
captain in our companies, 
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reludtance, it was neceffary, neverthelefs, that fhc 
fliould be condemned. Accordingly fhe was fert- 
tenced to the puniftiment ordained by the * Julian 
law. The emperor thought proper to fpecify, 
in his decree, the name and office of the cen- 
turion, that it might appear he pafled it in Vir- 
tue of military difcipline; left it fhould be~ 
imagined he claimed a particular cognizance 
in every caufe of the fame nature. The third 
day was employed in examining an affair which 
had occafioned much and various fpeculation, 
relating to the will of Julius Tiro, part of which 
was plainly genuine, the other part, it was al- 
Jedged, was forged. The perfons' ,atcufed of 
this fraud Were Sempronius Senecio, a Roman 
knight, and Eurythhnus, Caefar's freed-man and 
c procurator. The heirs jointly petitioned the em- 
peror, when he was in f Dacia, that he would. re- 
ferve to himfelf the trial of this caufe; to which 
he confented. At his return from that expedi- 
tion, he appointed a day for the hearing; and 
when fome of the heirs, as in refpeft to Eu- 
rythmus, offered to withdraw the fuit, the em- 
peror nobly replied, He is not Pofydetus % nor am 
Z 4 / Nero* 

d This law was made by Auguftus Caefar; but it no where 
clearly appears what was the peculiar puniihmentit in Aided. 

e An officer employed by the emperor to receive and re- 
gulate the public revenue in the provinces. 

f Comprehending Tranfylvania, Moldavia, and Walachia. 

I Folycletus was a freed-man, and great favourite of Nero. 



v 
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/ Nero. However he indulged the petitioners 
with an adjournment; and the time being expired, 
he now fat to hear the caufe. Two of the heirs 
appeared, and defired, that either their whole num- 
ber might he compelled to plead, as they had all 
joined in the information, or that they alfo might 
have leave to defift. Caeiar delivered his opinion 
with great dignity and temper; and, when the coun- 
fel on the part of Senecio and Eurythmus faid, that 
unlefs they were heard in defence of their clients the 
latter would remain under the fufpicion of guilt; / 
a m not concerned, replied the emperor whatjujpidons 
they may lie under > 'tis I that amjufpeftedi and then 
turning to us who were of the council, Advije me, 
faid he, bow to aft in this matter* for you fee they 
complain that I 'do not give them leave to withdraw 
their Juit. At length, by the advice of the Council, 
he ordered notice to be given to the heirs, that they 
fhould eidier go on with the caufe, or each of them 
juftify their reafonsfor withdrawing the charge* 
ptherwife that he would pafs fentence upon them 
as h calumniators. 

Thus you fee in what honourable and important 
occupations we employed our time at Centumcelte $ 

which 

•» Memmius, or Rhemmius (the critics are not agreed which) 
was author of a law, by which it was-trna&ed, That whofoever 
was convidled of calumny and falfe accufaticn, fhould be ftig- 
matized with a mark in his forehead: and by the law of the 
twelve tables, falfe accufers were to fuffer the fame punifh- 
ment as would have been inflicted upon the pcrlon unjuftly ac 7 
f ufed, if the crime had been proved. 
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which however was diverfified with amufements ot 
die moft agreeable kind. We were every day in- 
vited to Caefar's table, which, forfo great a prince, 
was fpread with much plainnefs and fimplicity. 
There we were entertained either with interludes, 
or paffed the night in the moft pleafing conver- 
sation. When we took our leave of the Emperor, 
he fent each of us prefents ; fo ftudious is 4 he, 
upon all occafions, to indulge the benevolence 
of his heart ! As for myfelf, I was not only 
charmed with the dignity and wifdom of the 
judge, the honour done to his council, the eafe and 
unreferved freedom of the converfation, but alfo 
with the agreeable fituation of the place. This 
delightful villa is furrounded by the moft verdant 
meadows, and commands a fine view of the fea, 
which flows into a fpacious harbour in the form 
of an amphitheatre. The left-hand of this port 
is defended by exceeding ftrong works, and they 
are now actually employed in carrying on the 
fame on the oppofice fide. ,An artificial ifland, 
which is rifirig in the mouth of the haven, will 
break the force of the waves, and afford a 
fafe channel to fhips on each fide. In the con- 
ftru&ion of this wonderful inftance of art, ftones 
of a moft enormous fize are tranfported hither 
in a large fort of pontoons, and being piled 
one upon the other, are fixed by their own weight, 
?ipd gradually accumulating in the manner of a 

natural 
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natural mound. It already lifts its rocky back 
above the ocean, while the waves which beat upon 
it, being tofled to an immenfc height, foam with 
a prodigious noife, and whiten all the fea around. 
To thefe ftones are added large blocks, which, 
when the whole (hall be compleated, will give it; 
the appearance of an ifland juft emerged from the 
ocean. This haven is to be called by the name of 
its great founder ! , and will prove of infinite benefit,' 
by affording a very fecure retreat to lhips on that 
extenfive and dangerous coaft. parewel, 

LETTER XXXII, To Qjjwtiuak. 

TH O* your defires, I know, are extremely 
moderate, and the education which your 
daughter * has received, is fuitable to your for- 
tune, and that of Tutilius her grandfather; yet a$ 

(he 

* Trajan. 

* This letter has been generally fappofed' to be addre/Fed 
to the famous Quinclilian, author of that excellent treatife 
upon oratory, which is ftill extant But there are very ltrong 
rcafons to believe, that either there is fome error in the title,' 
or that it is addrefled 10 another pe'rfon of the fame name. 
Quinftilian in the opening of his fix<h B. de Inft. Orat. takes 
occafion to mention his family, where he is lamenting' to his 
friend ViftOrius the lofs of his eldeft fon, which had juft then 
happened. He takes notice at the fame time' of the deaths of 
his wife and younger fon ; and after fome very pathetic re- 
flexions, clofes the whole with this obfervat?on : Kos mtferu 

Juut facilitates patrimonii noflri> it a hoc of its alhs paramus, aliis 
rehnquemus. This preface may be confidered then as the re- 

f liter of his family, fiat he aoes not give the 1 lead hint of a 
atigbter: which feems difficult to be accounted for upon any 
other rcafon than that he never had one. For if fhe was dead, 

it 
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lhe is going to he married to a pferfon of fuch 
diftinfrion as Nonius Celer, whofe ftation require* 
a certain fplendid mode of living, it will be necef- 
iary to confider the rank of her huiband in her 
cloaths and equipage : circumftances, which tho* 
they do not augment real dignity, yet certainly 
adorn and grace it. But as I am fenfible your re- 
venue is not equal to the greatnefs of your miad, 
J claim to myfelf a part Qf your expence, and like 
another father, prefent the young lady with* fifty 
thoufand fefterces \ The furn fhould be larger,, 
but that I am well perfbaded the fmallnefs of the 
prefent, is the only confidcration that can prevail 
with your modefty not to refufe it. Farewel. 

LETTER XXXIII. To Romanus. 

CPHR W> throw your tafks afid*> tbe/overeign 

Jaid*: • 
Thus whether you are engaged in reading or writ- 
ing, away with your books and papers, and "take 
up my divine oration, as thofe* Cyclops did the 

arms 

it is highly natural to imagine he would have deplored the lofs 
of her among that of the reft of his children. If (he was 
living, how could he lament the neceflity ofleaving his patri- 
mony to ftrangtrs? or if (he was unworthy Of his tendernefs, 
why does he not complain of that unhappin^fs among his other 
misfortunes ? Vid. Traducl. de Quincl. par PAbbe Gedoyn, 
\a the preface. 

b About 400 1. of our money. 

* JEn. 8. Pitt's TranO the fpeech of Vulcan to his Cyclops, 
when he directs them to prepare arms for JEne&s. 
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arms of tineas. Now tell me, could I introduce 
my fpeech to you with an air of more importance ? 
But in good earneft, I put it into your hands as 
' the bcft of my performances * j for it is myfelf " 
only that I pretend to emulate. It was fpoken in 
defence of Accia Variola : and the dignity of the 
perfon interefted, together with the Angularity 
of the occafion, and the majefty of the tribunal* 
confpired to render it extremely remarkable. Fi- 
gure to yourfelf a lady ennobled, not only by her 
birth but her marriage to a perfon of Praetorian 
rank, difinherited by her father and fuing for her 
patrimony in the centumviral court, within eleven 
days after this old man, feized with a fit of love 
at fourfcore years of age, had introduced a mo- 
ther-in-law to his daughter. Imagine the (bl$m- 
nity of a court of juftice, compofed of one hun- 
dred and eighty judges, (for that is the mtmber 
of which it confided) ; friends innumerable at- 
tending on both parties; the benches infinitely 
thronged, and a wide circle of people encompaf- 
fing the judges, at the fame time that numbers 
prefled round the tribunal j even the very galleries 
lined with men and women 1 , hanging over with 
the greateft earneftnefs, (who though they might 
fee tolerably well, it was fcarce poflible for 
them to hear a word*) reprefent to yourfelf, 

in 

b Sidonius Apollinaris fays, that Plioy acquired more ho- 
nour by this fpeech, even than by his incomparable panegyric 
upon Trajan. 
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in (hort, fathers,, daughters, and mothers-in-law, 
all warmly interfiling themfelves in the event of 
this important trial. The opinions of the judges 
• were divided, two of the courts being for us, 
and, two againft us. It is fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame queftion debated before the fame 
judges, and pleaded by the fame advocates, and 
at the fame time, fhould happen to receive fo 
different a decifion, that one would almoft ima- 
gine it was more than accident c . However, in 
the final event, the mother-in-law, who claimed 
under the will a fixth part of the inheritance, loft 
her caufe. Suberinus d was alfo excluded his pre- 
.tenfionsj who tho* he had been difinherited by his 
fadier, and had not dared to vindicate his own pa- 
trimony, had yet the Angular affurance to claim die 
effefts of his father-in-law. 

I have been thus particular in giving you a 
detail of the circumftances which attended this 
caufe, not only that my letter might inform you 
of what you could not learn by my fpeechj but 
alfo (for I will honeftly confefs the artifice) in order 
to your reading it with more pleafure, by being 

thus 

c It fhould feem by this paffage, that the Centumviral 
Court (confiftirg of 140 judges) was divided into 4 clafi'es, 
each clafs fitting in their juridical capacity, upo \ the bench, 
at the fame time; and that when the qudiion concerns! the 
validity of a'teftamcutary devife, if thefe claflls were equally 
divided in opinion, the claimant under the will loft the legacy. 

d This Suberinus ((he commentators fuppofe) was fon to 
the woman whom Accia's father had married in his old age. 
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thus, introduced, as k were, into the audience. 
Complicated as this pleading is, I do not defpair of 
its recommending itfelf to you, as much as if it 
had the grace of brevity. The abundance of mat- 
ter ; the juft order in which it is arranged; the little 
narratives that are interfperfed throughout ; to- 
gether with the feveral kinds of ftile which diverfify 
the compofition; will always give it an air of no- 
velty, I will even venture to fay to you (what 
I durft not to any one elfe) that a fpirit of 
animated and fublime eloquence breaks out in 
many parts of it; as in others it affumes the clofe 
and argumentative manner. I was frequently 
obliged to intermix dry computations with the 
elevated and pathetic, and to defcend from the 
orator almoft to the accountant; fo that you will 
fometimes imagine the fcene was changed from the 
folemnity of the centumviral tribunal, to the fa- 
miliarity of a private confutation. I gave a loofe 
to my indignation, my refentment, and my com- 
panion; and in (leering thro' thte illuflrious caufe, 
Was governed by turns with every varying guft of 
the paffions. In a word, my particular friends 
look upon this ipeech (and I will venture to re- 
peat it again) as my beft performance, efteeming 
it the e Qefiphon of my orations: whether with 
reafon or not, you will eafily judge* who have 

them 

e An oration of Demofthenes in defence of Ctefiphon, 
eflecmed the bell of that noble orator's fpccchca. 
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them all fo perfe&Iy in your memory, as to be 
able while you are reading it to make the com- 
parifon, without the trouble of turning to my for- 
mer fpeeches. Farewel. 

BETTER XXXIV. ToMAxmus. 

YOU were perfectly in the right to promife 3 
combat of gladiators to our good friends 
the citizens of Verona a ; not only as they have 
long difttnguifhed you with their peculiar efl-eem 
and veneration, but as it was from that city you 
received the amiable objedfc of your moft tender 
affe&ion, your late excellent wife. And fince you 
owed fome honourable memorial or public repre- 
fentation to her memory, what other fpeftacle could 
you have exhibited more proper to the b occafion ? 
Befides, you were fo unanimoufly requefted by the 
corporation, that to have refufed, would have had 
the appearance rather of obftinacy than firmnefs. 
The readinefs with which you granted their peti- 
tion, 

a In the territories of the republic of Venice. 

¥ It was an opinion which unhappily prevailed in the an- 
cient pagan world, that the ghofts of the dcceafed were ren- ' 
dered propitious by human blood. This abfurd and cruel no- 
tion gave rife to thefe barbarous gladiatorial combats, which 
at firit were only exhibited at funeral obfequies, and none but 
criminals were appointed to thofe mortal encounters. But in 
procefs of time, they became part of the public entertain- 
ments, and perfons were trained up to the fole purpofcof thefe 
inhuman (hews. 
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don, and the c magnificent manner in which you 
executed the objedt of it, is much to your honour; 
for a greatnefs of foul is feen in thefe fmaller in- 
ftances, as well as in matters of higher moment. 
I am forry the African panthers, which you had 
largely provided for this, purpofe, did not arrive 
time enough * but tho* they were delayed by the 
tempeftuous feafon, the obligation to you is equally 
the fame, fince it was not your fault that they were 
not exhibited* Farewel. 

c The amphitheatre in which thefe (hews were exhibited, u 
Hill to be feen in Verona, the infide whereof is the moft entire 
of any ancient ftru&ure for the fame purpofe now exifting. It 
is computed to have been fufficiently fpacious to contain op- 
wards of three-and-twenty thoufand fpeftators to fit commo- 
dioufly. Vid. Wright's Travels. 
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91. 
102. 
124. 
127. 
128. 
156. 
213. 
215. 
235. 
253. 
283. 
288. 
291. 
298. 
310. 
318. 



I. for is, r. are. 
10. dele his gratifications, r. of bit*, and place a 

full ftop after him. 
5. after write, place a comma. 
16. after the words, bar-orators, dele the repe. 

titionof them. 
15. dele up. 

7. for propo/es, r. propo/ed. 
10. dele only. 
L 2. for arrived, to r. acquired. 
L 8. in note, for yfr, r. /j*. 
1. 1. lot fit, r.lye. 
1. a. in note, for that) r. /£#. 
in note, for Milton, r. Milam* 
I. 12. for which, r. whom. 
1. 16. for pen, r. pencil. 
1. 19. for papers, r. manufcript. 
1. 17. for you, r. £*, 
1. 23. for papers, r. writings. 
1. 5. after wgi, add r£*. 
1. 1 2. in note, for national, r. notional, 
1. 19. for a paper 7 r. writing. 
1. 1 8, for extracting, r. creeling. 
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